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X the Engliſh go vernment, our. princes ap 


ve find t theNorman 


Fi A 18 0 0 KR | 
. 8 1785 e . 2 515 e e 3 WF 3 1 


a pier + was demoliſhed by our 5 


troops in the late war, preſent a mourn- 
ful picture of devaſtation, as they ſtill 


remain exact in the ſtate they were 


left on ſie re- embarkatibn of the Englith 
in 1758, the town itſelf impreſſes with no 
; higher ideas of opulence or commerce. It 
js a wretched collection of houſes, crowd- 
ed together in a ſandy valley, cloſe to the 
ſhare; dirty, irregular, ahd mearl. The / 
ſttuation, in the center of the channel, 
and between the two Capes of Barfleur 
and La Hogue, has alone made it always 


e in the oy: of 3 5 


If Havre ts Gia Faw: beer? ever eſ- 


89 22 teemedthekey of High Normandy, Cher- 
bes, boitrgisequallyſo'0 the Lower. During 


the many reigns in which;it was ſubject to 


Pear 30 have been ſenſible of: its full valu . 1 


| p They often landed there, when called over 


by revolts of barons or ſübjects;; and. 7 


Na eb . 2 585 "a 


A very ſtrong garriſon was generally | 
Tg\ntaiaedi in it; and Charles the feventh 
minated his long train of victories over. 


queſt. It was re- anne xed to the crown of 
France in 14500 I am ſurpriſed to md 
: that. the. miniſtry have never fortified this 
City. Chat ls the Bad, Ning of Navarre, 
into vhoſe hands it was: ſequeſtered in 
* © the fifteenth cetury; ſurrounded it with 
„ walls in the Ge thic ſtyleof defence, which. 
remained tilt Louis the fourteenth's 
reign, who diſmantled i it, in the intention 
ol erecting new ones; but ihe Marquis de 


- Barbeſieux, Who was then his miniſter, - 8 


- found other more preſſing calls for the 
public money, in the wars which. opened 
the preſent. Fenturys and e his maſ⸗ 
. ter 8 een ee 0-8} 
* ee 14 1 17 . 
th he If-a — ie 54s Fs, my is a 
9 ws. of prodigious height. Iaſ- 
een ſow it By a long winding path, acroſs 
EN, the adjacent mountain. On the top 1. 
1 _ a little convent. of. Benedictine .. 
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| dtie in id and divided: counſels: of our 2 
- IN Henry the ith, by this important” con- 


2 


i 1 2 . 1 1 A: 
monkes, or "races ord. a | 


ſelves who have choſen to quit the vale 
- below, and retired to the bleak fun 
cultivate a few acres of gr und, L 
and ſtony, from which they. ern ner 
it 5 Aiaifficulty a miſerable ſubſiſtenee. One of 
wem, the Superior, after Having ſhewn 
ig me the little chapel and refectoire, led me 
1 iv; to the extreme pe the cliff; en which 7 
ll flarids a cruſifix. © This (faid he) is the 
4 ſpot from ene king John of England 
4% ig faidto have throwhhisnephew,iprince * 
. Arthur of Bretagne. Tradition re- 
ports, that hie perpetrared it with his own 
Shand; in a tempeſtuous night; and that 
1 "Ye fea, which, though how /expelled, 
1 ten waſhed tlie foot of the rock, re- 
„ « ceived th body of the unhappy prince.“ 
Don remember, nb doubt, perfectly 
4 " this part of the Engliſh hiſtory. It is how- 
ever, a very diſputable circumſtance, and 
: ther&'is ſcakee any iltoftrious'death more 
ceucncealed from the Public Knowledge, 
. than that in queſtion. It is certain that 
rr, Prince Arthur, after having been con- 
ecded + 1 W provinces, with 
N . 3 | 
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ignominy, by his uncle; finally abe E 
ed in-1203:=But ſo far are hiſtoriatis | 
from poſitively aſcertaining the time or 
manner of his exit, that they diſagree 3 
in the place of his confinetnent, previous =: 6g 
to that event; and” whether he was „„ 
bie the caſtle of Rouen, Falaiſe, Er 
in that of Cherbourg for theſe three 
are all named we are not able preciſely Jong 
0 determine... (91 e * . OS 5 2 : 2 
e is 8 . of TEA engliſf 
pn yet in being, which ſta nds on 
inconteſtable authority. and can nerd . 
more than mere tradition. To th the-w 
—_ 'of the town, about a mile. dif . 
little rivalet empties icſelf 1 into the ſea, it = HEY 
is called the © Chahtereins,” In A mea · e 
dow, a few paces: fr om the ſhore, ſtands a __ 
- ſmall chapel; which: Was built by Marils a. A 
| danghior of Henry the fir firff, and 3 mother 
. of Henry the Tecond.. 0 Hiſtory. relates, OD 
- that-jn the reign. of Stephen, whouſurped — © 
. the throne, ſhe. paſſed from Wareham > 
into Normandy, to Taile freſh forces in 
by  Spport eber g Being g attacked: y 
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A len ent ternpeſt at "fea Hhehad't 
to the fame means which \Phillip the ſeechd 
led at St. Quintin, and Clement the. 
| at the fack of Rome, to avert tlie 

Gagel an prayers. "Tre does — ap- 
TR ſhe implored the D ity, or even 

"Jeſus 'Chrift ; but, Tepofing Her hole 
TR, Hope in the immaculate Virgin, ſhe made 
* vow, tliat if he ever er der foot _ 

on land, ſhe would ſing a hymm to tlie 

Virgin on the ſpot where ſne ali ghted. 

ner ers were accepted; thie ſtorm 

ed, nd ſhe arrived happily. . The 15 

M © „ the failors 
her UW 'her'proniiſe, in "theſe 
Words, dab, rhe vechi terre ' 

and as It Was Sac At. the mouth f 

_ "this rivilet, the exclamation gave 

"the name it bears tö th 
tent with ſo ſi ic ple a n 
de ercHted'the' ehe 
Which is called *« Notre | 
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is 
* 
143 


4 * 
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a architecture bears every 
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| dcn as charaQeriſed the 
Sts. built, Six ceiituries, which have 
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"Twetit into it. ''The Rory i is recorded at 


3 n ark of Set rudeneſs and barbariſin, 
e age in which" it 
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elaphet ber us ſtrani, hive booten 


Bio thiedten 7s Seis 88. As Tent 

"I" ut; Frerfiatked' an iron box, een 
7 | bt With tlie chapel; and över it, n 
. all in | cheer "not krete, 


e unf a enen n? ? Þi let fall 2 bit 
a of money 1 into webos, and went a wade 
ierb ihe hs 8 5 ry hi 
2 "bquity. X. Ixjis aid to have been 9 oe | 
1 ralled Cæſarbourg. Richard the ſecond, 
Duke of N V and uncle o WI. 
Lam the Conqu veror, i erected a ſtrong c 


bes, Be aving cone i SES 
: ” 1 T View ih was { O Pi ed with the appare Ent 


importance of - the | pl ace for the confer- 
"vation. of his duchy, ba he exclaitn'd in 
| :, rapture, * Ly, caſte] eſt un cher bourg per 
mf This wrifling circumſtance was the 


6% | A 1 0 R 


-up here at different times; OE nth 
man ſhe dd one, in ſine preſervation, 0 


Antoninus Pius, found only a. few years | 
1 ſince. Other traditions confirm this fact; x 5 
and the beautiful « Val-de-Saire,” which 
: 0 lies in the eaſtren part of the Coutentin, 
near Cape Barfleur? is ſaid. to be a cor- 
ruption of .* Val-de-Ceres,” which it was. 
| «called by the Romans, in honour of that 

35 e from i its Extraordinary fertility... 


i left Cherbourg Yeſterday morning, | 
9 a” after dining at Valognes, a * 
able town, arrived here laſt night. 1 
Vould have proceeded for Cotaboes hs 
EK morning, but? Madame Clotide's marriage 
With the prince de Piedmont has left the. . 
provinces without horſes, as they. are or- 
2 dered to Paris, to convey the princeſs and 
1 and her ſuite to Turin. I am therefore 
under the neceſſiy of ſtaying till to- mor- 
' row; and, for want of other amuſement, - 
1 have wandered over this Place and i its : 


1 environs. © ns . 13 
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| The wha is mal, but the big er We 
3 [caſtle are very beautiful. I. is beten Ri 
Wot „ 74 8 Feats | in 


. * * 0 
Po 3 * — * 
js. % 
1 * * 


* g 
1 
3 of 


Tu&ouvER raver . 


2 in the civil wars Wonder Charles the ain | 
and in thoſe of the League, which follow- 


ed, in the reigns of Henry the third and 
fourth. The architecture of che great 


church is elegant, it having been erect- 


ed in the fifteenthi century, when the 
Gothic ſtructures had almoſt attained o 
their higheſt point of beauty and per- 
fection. There tras nothing in tlie inſide 
which merited attention, except an altar, 
and a painting dedieated to St. Cæcilia 
The ſweet {aint appears playing on a foft 
2 harpfichord, her fingers ſinking nagli- 
gently into the keys. N blue mantle, 
key! buckted over her ſhoulder, expo- 
ts Patt of her neck to view, and het fair 
hair iflbats den het back. The papilsof = 
her eyes are thrown. up'to heaven, in a 
fine frenzy of muſical enthuſiaſm. Af 
"there were any ſuch canonized beaũtles 


— 


— 


in the Rotniſh calendar, it WWuld be a2 | | 


dangerous feligion. The heart mere 
eee m without the aid of Peer. 


_ 1 ſtall continue > my romatks AS i. 
ceed yy 1 
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hz 2 7 70 1 ect. Udey/ 58th Avg: ns. 
T is-only fix. Negben Kauen Carenten to 
this city; but the road, even at this 
© ſeaſon of the year, is ſo bad, that thoſe of 
_ Weſtphalia ; and Brandenburgh are fine 
riſon. The roads of Low Nor- 
mandy are infamous to a proverb; and 1 
ſhould never have had the boldneſs to 
venture through them, if had been pre- 
vioully acquainted with their nature. 
_ Coutances has, however. in ſome: degree, 
made amends for the difficulties I found 
in arriving at it, and repaid me by the 
objects it affords of entertainment. It 
was founded by the Romans, WhO eſta- 2h 
bliſhed a legion. here, and calledĩt « Caf- | 
tra Conſtantia. They fortified it with | 
very ſtrong; walls, which/exiſtedtill Louis 
the XI reign; Who demoliſned them, 2 
| becauſe, the place beipg part of the do- 
main of this" brother Charles, refuſed to 
admit a royal garriſon, It ſtands on a 
the fides of which deſcend with pro- 
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digious capidliry. v. Beyond che Vale 
range of hills riſe like a ſuperb amphi- ; 
theatte, and inveſts it on every ſide. The 
Wouſes Far l the arks of ates: in 
their ſtiucture and 


| and on one, , the 2 * e wers yy 


4 of the townz ſtands tlie cathedral. * 
have ſpent ſeveral hours in the examina- 


tion of its architecture. There is a gro- 6 


ieſque beauty ſpread over the whole; and. 
the fantaſtiè ornamehts of 'Go h 


"taſte; Which is rude to 
4 great degree. Many of them have 
doubtleſs ſtood five or ſix hundred years; | 


* 37% 
* 


ing are mingled with & wondrous deli- 


cacy and elegance in 


4 3 rn E. 
eri I went up to the top of the 


yearsaf 


many of its parts. 
It Sabina in 1047;; and William the 
Conqueror, king of England, aſſiſted in 
perſon at its ſolemi conſe gration a 


center tower, to enjoy one of the fineſt l 


proſpecis imaginable. The 


; * 


Sm * in front, and beyond it 8 
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| e | as 
odoſius the e 3010 und; der.che 
| papacy of Celeſtine the | firſt. —Henry the 
| the city in! e year 1418. 1 
IT it returned to the crown 
4: ents 
1 and 
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"the Ae different. orders 4 great 
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55 ainGhartmed with the Ds al 8 
tis part of Low Normandy i is ſo called. 
Bio Cherbourg to Valogties, it 7 
mountaimcis and heathy; but in general 
the country is inferior to. ho part of the - 
north of Europe, "Fine acclivitzes cloatlh- | 
ed with Gba and fich vallies covered 
with harveſts, form a moſt pleaſing ſcene. 
*Fhere is, nothwithſtanding,. an apparent 
penury and naſtineſs 1 in the dwellings of 
the Peop le. Thie hand of oppreſſion 1s 
3 viſible ir in their hab; be their hovels, their 
: appearance, law none of thoſe hear ard 
pretty pealants, fo common in our 15 
ſecluded villa lages. 8 hath 


; 22009 28 


The — 550 birth teilen 
luſter ious men. Thoſe brave and ro- 
mantie heroes; fo Famans in ancient ſto- 
ry, Tancred, and Robert Guiſcard— who, 
after having expelled the Saracens from 
Apulia and Calabria, founded the king- 
doms of Naples and Sicily, which they 
tranſmitted to their deſcendants ere 
Counts of Hauteville, a little town not 
far e N en, "Ml tory: informs us, 
Ce - that 7 


185 1 1 8 


7 
a 


. tranſmitted to ye: reſp 


4 
"SF 
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that "WINK Duke of 8 aud fon | 
to the Conqueror, the moſt generous and 

the moſt neceſſitous prince of his age, 

mortgaged this part of his dominiohs 


to his brother Rufus, previous to his 
voyage to the Holy Land. The ſum, of 
I remember right, which he received, was 
only ten thouſand marks, which the rapa- 
cious Rufus levied on his Engliſh ſubj eas. 


"You is 1 . in hiſtory or tradition 15 5 


0 my aſſiſtance every moment. Indeed it 


is impoſſible to travel through this duchy, 
where our ancient monarchs held their ſo 

frequent reſidence, without being remind- 
ed continually of ſome of thoſe anecdotes 
> Ning MED. gen? ; 


1 the evening ee to eme 
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cuil, Weovelay, oth Avg 775. 


Latin is perhaps no pleaſure great- 


er than that of communicating, 
la received; 
one of the moſt elegant and intereſting 


ſources from which it can be drawn, we. 
uſually liſten with extreme readineſs. 44 


any addreſſes made to that Paſſion. 1 
-wiſh to prepare you for arecital, in which 


the marvellous and the aſtoniſhing may 
| predominate ; though you. may do me 
the juſtice to believe, they will ever *.* 


under the Endance. of truth. 


Superſtition, the parent of a | the les | 
evils to mankind, has yet given riſe to. 


ſuch extraordinary and magnificent pro- 
ductions in every age, as almoſt incline 
one to pardon her crimes and. follies. I 


am juſt returned from the ſurvey of one 
E of 


No: 


 THRO UGH FRANCE. 15 


and as adiniration is 
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3 * 


of — 


7 “ 
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* the firſt of theſe ; and mall e 
to addreſs my imperfect geg ol. it 
to our) heart and ace 


2 7 g 


1 Jet Curtin 3 evening. 
The diſtance to. this town is only fix 
leagues, through a continuation of the 
ſame agreeable country which I have al- 
ready painted to you. Deſirous to viſit 


the celebrated Mont St. Michel, Ihi- 


red two horſes, and .ſet out yeſterday 
morning. It is about twenty miles frem 
Granvelle, and the road lying along the | 
ſea - ſnore, renders it very ple SS -; 
got to Genet, a little village, before noon. 

Frem hence it is enly a league to vr 

Mount; but as it lies entirely acroſs the S 
ſands, which are only paſſable ar low tide, | 
it becomes indiſpenſibly- requiſite to pro- 
cure a gui ide. I did ſos and arived there 8 


at one in a the afternoon. 5 


. a * 4 > 42 


This ieder wc L er i it is "wks 
mr ben in the middle of the bay of 
Avranches. Nature has compleatly for- 


tified one ſide, 2 its s craggy and almoſt 


5 1 | 
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md peieglenteh deſcent, which renders it 

impracticable for courage or addreſs, 

3 conſummate, to ſcale or mount 

The other parts are ſurrounded by 
| _ fenced with ſemilunar towers in the 

Gothic manner; but ſufficiently ſtrong, 

ſuperadded to the advantages of its ſitu- 
- ation, to deſpiſe alk attack. At the foot - 
ol the mountain, begins a ſtreet or town, 
which winds round: its baſe to a confi _ 
derable height. Above; are chambers. > 
where priſoners of iſtate are kept, and 
other buildings for reſidence; and on 
the ſummit is erected the abbey itſelf, 
occupying a prodigious ſpace of ground, 
and of a ſtrength and ſolidity equal to its 
enormous ſize; ſince it has ſtood all the 
ſtorms of Heaven, i in its elevated and ex- 15 
poſed ſituation, during many centuries.— 
F ſpent the whole” afternoon in the diffe- 
rent parts of this edifice; and as the Swiſs,: 
who conducted me through them, found 
he could not gratify my curioſity too mi- 
nutely, he . no ent or | acting 
| unſeen. b N HR 2 _ 4 | 
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The Sale le de Cheralerie,” or knights 5 


hall, reminded me of that at Marienbourg ' 


in Poliſh Pruſſia. It is equally ſpacious; 


but more barbarous and rude, becauſe 


ſome hundred years prior in its erection. 

lere the knights of St. Michael uſed to 
meet in ſolemn convocation on important 

o ccaſions. They were the defenders and 

guardians of this mountain and abbey, as. 

| thoſe of the temple, and of St. John of 

Jeruſalem, were to the holy. ſepul hre.—- 


At one end i is a painting of the archangel, 


the patron of their order; and in this hall 
Lo puis the eleventh ficſtiinſtituted, and in- 

veſted with the inſignia of knighthood, t the 
ED choveliers of the .croſs of St, Mee. 10 


Wes paſſed on through ſeveral leſſer. 
roorns into a long 5 — on one fide of 


Which the Swils opened a door, and e 


through a narrow entrance, perfect ydark, f 
he led me, by a ſecond door, into an apart?- 
ment, or dungeon for it rather merited 
de latter than the former appellation - 
in the middle of Which ſtood a cage. It 
was 8 of PO” wooden Be 
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| en . e L ich admitted 5 i 
to it was tenor twelve inches! in thickneſs. — 
1 went into the inſide; the ſpace it come - 
poſed was about twelye or fourteen feet., 
ſquare; and it might be nearly twenty | 
in kcight, This was the abode of many © 1 
eminent victims in former! ages v hoo _ 
names and: miſeries N now: phlicepacss, - 
| and eee Tr | 
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WE There vat, „ l BR Sd ans 
* «omartbirhe latter: end of the-laſtcenns — Y 
4 ry, a certain news-writer in Holland 
% who had preſumed to print ſoeme 
s very ſevere and ſarcaſtic reſlections on > | 
Madame de Maintenon, and Louis to” -- 
« fourteenth. - Some months after, ha I 2 
« was induced; by a perſon ſent expreſsix 
4 for that purpoſe, to make a tour into 5 7 2 
% French Flanders. The inſtant he bal 1 ; 4 
$ quitted the Dutch territories, he was 
put under arreſt and immediately; by 5 
his majeſty's expreſs command, con- 1 
* dicted to this place. They ſnut himup " XJ 
in this cage, Here he lived upwards 
5. sen ad- xwenty e, 


bay: 7” 3 be,. 


% 


# 
m = 
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: « he, + at "length, epic g t the 


long nights of winter,” continued the 
mag, & no candle or fire was allowed him. 


8 He was not permitted to have any 


„book. He ſaw no human face except 


5 the gaoler, who came once every. day ; 
«to preſent him, through a hole in the 


« wicket, his little portion of bread and - 
* wine. No' inſtrument was given him, 
&« with which he. could deftroy himſelf ;. 
<6 but he found: means at length to draw. 
s out a neal from the wood, with which 


« heicut or | engraved, on the bars of his 


cage, certain fleurs de lis, and armorial 
* bearings, which formed his only em- 
« ployment and recreation.” — Theſe 1 


fav, and they are indeed very _ 


N with 15 188 a ering 
; al od Am he drentfil engine; 
my heart ſank within me. I execrated 
the vengence of the prince, Who, for ſuch 
a treſpaſs, could inflict ſo diſproportionate 
and tremendouꝭ a puniſnment. I thought 
the towers and pinnaclesof the abbey 
. N as conſciousof the cruelty 


— committed . 5 


O 


. 


committed in their gloomy: 


ein that cage; it was before I came to 


1 king; he remained three years ſhut un 
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ound; and EE 
I haſtened out of this ſad apartment. im- 
1 with — 428 the nen Dit 7 5 1 1 


*. as © * 
< PE 


CC Fr is nom _—_ years, rs,” 604 the Swiſh 2 
10 nee a gentleman terminated his days 


© reſide here: but there is one inſtan te 
« within my own memory. Monſieur 
de F—, a perſon of rank, was conu⸗- 
<« ducted here by command of the late 


«init. I fed him myſelf every day but 
he was allowed books and candle to dis 
vert his miſery ; and, at length, the abe 
bot, touched with his deplorable. cala 
© mities, requeſted and obtained the _ - "5" 


| * pardon, He: was ſor ins 204. 6 960 - 


4 n in Frances... * SN —_— EY 


6 he in wikis mountain. are 2 — 
e that we know. them not ourſel ves 
There are certain dungeons, : called 
4 eee into which they were 2 
335903 + oe cuſtoms . 
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is this.— 
year 1 559, Henry the ſecond, king of 

France, was unfortunately killed at a 

tournament by the Count de Montgomeri, 
It was not intended on the nobleman's 
part; and he was forced, contrary to his 
e to vol the lance againſt his 


C Jeunet ah to the 4955 male- 
(L factors guilty of very heinous crimes: 
„ they provided them with a loaf of | 
„ bread and a bottle of wine; and then | | 
they were totally forgotten, and left to 
Wo periſh by hunger in the dark vaults of 
of the rock. This puniſhment. has 
© not however been inflicted by any king, 
| 7 in the wc or preſent debturg. „ 


we Sontimett. our progreſs eng | 


Ts the abbey. He led me into a chamber, 


in one corner of which was a kind of 


window); between this and the wal of the 
! building was a very deep ſpace or hollow 
ol near an hundred feet perpendicular, 
and at bottom, was another window, 
opening to the ſea. It is called“ The 


"Als of Montgomeri.*: The hiſtory of it 
-You. will recollect, that in the 


i ſovereign 
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| e by his expreſs mne He Ws 
Was a Hugonot, and, having, eſcaped tage 
maſſacre of Paris and Coligni, made hee 
againſt the royal forces in Normandy, 0 
ſupported by our Elizabeth with arms 
and. money, Being driven from his for- . 
treſſes in thoſe parts, he retired to a rock, „ 
called the Tombelaine.” This is ano: 
ther, ſimilar to the Mont St. Michel, 
only three quarters of a league diſtant © Fan 
from it, and of nearly equal dimenſions. 5 
At that tinie there was a caſtle on it, alter - 1 
wards demoliſhed, and of which ſcareea 
any veſtiges now remain. From this 7 
faſtneſs, only acceſſible at low tides, hgůe 2 2 
continually made excurſions, and annoy - 
ed the enemy, who never dared to attack 
him. He coined money, laid all the 2 
jacent country under contribution, and * 5 . 
rendered himſelf univerſally dreaded. Po: 
ſirous however to ſurprize the. Monr 5 * : 
St. Michel,” he found means to engage 
one of the monks reſident in the abbey, - = * ' 
WhO Promiſed to give him the ſignal for 5 mw 
his enterprize, by diſplaying ahankerchief. "Y 
Ds Jo nk e made the "A 
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1 2 nine pillars of moſt enormous di- 5 
menſions, which ſtand upon t the ſolid rock. 


I did not meaſure them; buſt, as far as tlie 
gloomineſs of the place would. admit, 

apprehend that each of them muſt be 
five and twenty feet in eircumferenee 


beſides theſe, there are two others, of we IH 
much inferior fize, which ſupport b 


centre of the church, over which is the 


tower. If the prodigious incumbent. 


weight be conſidered; and the nature of d 


its ſituation, nothing leſs maſſy cou uf. 


tain the edifice. They ſeem as iP! de 


ſigned to outlive the ravages of tin 


the convulſions of nature But before 2 


weenter the church itſelf, muſt inform 


you! of the abſurd vg NIE: N : 


St. Aubert, To fhieholy:r win, 


angel Michael was pleaſed to appear: one 1 3 3 


night, and order him to go to this roc 
and there build him a urch. iSt. Au- 


bert, who fee ms to have deen little 1a 
rasen 8 credulous - 


<4. ; 7 Y . . : ** 
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\eredulous weated it as a em ane an- 


again, repeated his injunction, 


| Wass not being obeyed, the third time, he, 
by way of imprinting it on the biſhop's 
memory, made an hole i in his ſkull, by 


touching it with his thumb. In; che trea- 


ſury of the church I ſaw this: ka! ſkull. 


It is- encloſed in a little ſhrine of gold, 


and a cryſtal, which opens over the ori- 
ice, admits the gratification of. curioſity . 


by the minuteſt examination of it. : "The 
| hole is of a ſize and ſhape juſtly propor- 
tioned to the thumb ſuppoſed to have pro- 


| 6 | xcedi it, and whether done with a knife, 


5 , 


or by what means it is perforated, ca- 
not determine. The biſhop, however, 
upon this ſenſible mark of the divine 
F eren delayed no longer; bangen 
tothe rock, and con ſtructed a ſmall church, 
as he had been commanded. ier 
fable ends; and true hiſtory, ſupplying 
Nenne informs us, that it was in 966 
when Richard the ſecond duke of N 15 
eee og to build the abbey. 


tte 
* 


Richard, king of England. Me 
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many other additions were! i mige d. > 


ob" 92 r 5k. 22 


ſucceeding abbots. BTL 


The treaſury i is ea relies My 
numerable, among which fome'fely have 
a real and intrinſic value. There isa fine 
head of Charles the ſixth of France cut 
in cryſtal, Which drew my attention. a 


They have got, heaven knows by unt 


means, an arm of Edward the Confei: 
and they ſhewed me another, Ne Ok 


faint and prince was, I confeſs, is Sal 
my comprehenſion. 1am ſure” they 


could not term Richard the firſt ſo, unleſs 
his cruſade againſt Saladine wiped out all 
his ſins, and canonized him. Richard the 
ſecond has no better pretentions to ſanctity. 
I do not mention him whofell at Boſworti? 
fo that who this royal faint was, I muſt 
leave you to divine. As to the monks, 


they know, nothing about it; but they 


were poſitive he was a king of England. 8 


An enormous golden cockle- ſhell, 


weighing may 3 given byRi Ri chard” 


WI "the 


« * ; 
* 
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„ n r oY ben 


the ſecond duke of Normandy, when he 
| founded the abbey, i is worthy remark. 


1 the midgle of the choir hives a 
> PS wt Which-is ſaid to have fallen on the 
head of Louis the eleventh at the ſiege of 
Beſan gon, without doing him the ſmalleſt 
injury. This, he conceived, and with 
reaſon, muſt have been owing to ſome 

- wondrous divine GX FTIR ; for the 
ſtone weighs, - I ſhould fuppoſe, at leaſt | 


ten pounds. Louis, though the greateſt 
aſter who: ever filled a throne, was 


yet, at tim exceedingly pious: he uſed 

to come very often in pilgrimage to 
Mont St. Michel” and he ordered this 5 
| done to be ended by; A chain in the 


4 9 — * * 


maintain acts to ly kaufe for 58 bre. 
eee rey; ; ſoy Mags N 
The: 3 15 dhe cloiſters, the lth 
| =, the monks, are all. (or rather they have 
2 been) Very mager iicent and. ſpacious; but 
avaſt ſum of money is wanted to put the 
| whole 3 in repair, and TIM fate what the 
; I; N 
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lapſe of ages defaces and deforms. . One 
ot the great towers is ; cracked and ſhaken. x 


They have written. repeatedly to the mi- = 


niſtry, to know. his majeſty" s Pleaſure. reſ- 
pecting it; but no anſwer. has been re- 
turned. It will probably. tumble ſoon, 
and muft neceſſarily, from its prodigious. 
height and ſize, draw with it a conſider- 
able Fart of the adjoining, edifiges., 5 


5 The late asche N 2: he" ge: 
of the abbey, which are. Very ample. A 
prior is ſubſtituted inſtead of the abbot, 
and the number of religious reduced from 
thirty to fourteen. Perhaps a few. years. - 
more may even extinguiſh theſe; and St. 
Michael imſelf, though compoſed of gold, 
be melted down to ſupport the-expence 
of a bal. paré. lt is at preſent conſidered 
rather as a priſbn of fate, and will more 
probably be. fepaired on that account, 
than as an erection of piety. The apart- 
. ments are, at this time, occupied by ma- 
ny illuſtrious c captives, who have been ſent 
here by 4 Lettre de cachet, for crimes 
of ſtate, . They, are detained in Ager 
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or eifier corifi nerrieht; according to the 1 


— © royal mandate.” There are in one range. 55 
K rooms eight, who eat at 4 round _ 
ſl - toget] ther. They a 14 
of wine; Gat neither knives, or forks are = 
. gfretrt them, left they ſhould com- 
1 8 0 ſuleige, to eſcape the horrors of cap - 
( tivity ORE Perton 1 is permitted to enten 


re allowed each a pint 


that diele Where they live, or can hold 
any converſation, with them. Four of 
theſe are Hr here liace the accemon of 
his: preſcht majeſty There A others. 
who e 8 fiberty of going into every. : 


[| pitt of che Moulie without reſtraint; but 


to profit of this Permiſſon they muſt be 


bäbfted is Pente and of conſequence, 
whiverfally Known® e eſcape; one 
35 Mond ſuppoſe Fpoſfple. but vchat can- 
Hot hüfffan ſubtlety effect, when puſhed. 
to deſpair? "Jr is only fixteen da ays ſince a 
Monſieur de C „WhO had been Cort 
fined ten months, ſucceet d in an attempt 
to ſet bunſelf free. Twas f ien the. lace 
from whence he let "himſelf. down Yy A 
rope: it is near at hundred feet perpen-. 
ieder. He croiled” the ſands nnme- 

— 
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diately, while the fea Wilo! and it "BY 


L imagined he has embarked for Jerſey or 


England, as no, inte . th been 10. 
ceived concerning. him. e aye 
"Sitio arti ents adde Ia to a 4e. 


cies of wretches yer more deplorable—1. 
mean, tolunatics; ' There "re ſeveral of 


high rank. In the eloiſters of the abbey, 


a perſon accofted me in vety polite terms. 
He was apparently above fifty years of 


age; his habit was s ſqualid; at his button- - - 


hole hung a croſs of St. Micheal, Fanrafe 
_rically adorned with” ribbons. ' His face, 
though brown and fickly, had a fome- 
what noble, commanding, and engaging J 
his hair of a deep: + black, | ined wick g grey, 
hung floating upon Inis fuctülders; "arid 
ibver his Whole perſon was an air of dig- 
nich in ruin. Ix was the Marquis de R, 
2 Breton nobleman, "who has been fhutup 
here five and twenty years. He is inſane, 
but harmleſs, and perfectly ' obſervant of 
all the forms in cultivated life. | 
None but perſons of wy are er ent | 
| here on this account. 1 ; 


e 5 ey Thought | 


1 ; 7 


4 


venerating its ſaints at home 
you believe it, when I aſſure you, "the 


# 4) OUR 


4 thought: the age of pilgrimages had. 


5 * at an end in all European nations, 


and that devotion contented itſelf with 


number of pilgrims, Who come annually 


to pay their vows to St. Michael at this 
Mount, are between eight and ten thou- 
ſand? They are moſtly peaſants, | and 
men of mean occupations; but even among 
the nobleſſe there are not wanting thoſe, 
Who are induced to make this journey 
from principles of piety. The lttle town 


is ſometimes ſo crowded. with them, that 
not a bed is to be procured. I aw at 
leaſt ſix When 1 was there. They were 
young men and women. Their habit ex- 
actly correſponded with our ideas of them, 
as. drawn from ancient. ballads. : Their 
hats were covered with cockle-ſhells, laced 


round the edges; and on the crown was 
a aguilt coronet, above which was the croſs. 


A ribbon in the ſame form was t tied acroſs 


bh breaſts, and all over. their cloaths 


were placed little images of St. Michael 


| l the devil. 1 aſked them from 


— 


$i | whence: 
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A they came? they: faidy: 0 
Champagne; a very conſiderable diſtance 
acroſs all France. I put ſeveral queſtions 
to them; and they would willingly have 
followed me when J went up to the top 
of the ſteeple; but the Swiſs, who. was 
well accuſtomed to ſee theſe poor devo- 
tees arrive, repulſed them very ae 
for their temerity, Que diable?” ſays 
yy & allez, prier le bon Saint Michael, 11 
vous voulez ! Je ne conduis pas le menu 
e peuple !” The poor pilgrims retited 
immediately, without a word. — It is 
ſaid, the late dauphin was here inoog· 
about nineteen or twenty years ago; and 
the old man who conducted me acroſs the 
ſands, aſſured me he had the honour to 
be his highneſs's guide, without knowing _ 
at che time his rank. His character was 
that of a bigot, and I am not at all ſur- 
priſed at ſuch a proof of it. At the ; 
foot of the mountain, cloſe to the waves, 
is a veryffine well of freſh water; but as 
this might and would be undoubted ix 
_ Poſſeſſed by an enemy in caſe of a ſiege, 
ea Bane contrived to hollow into the 
| Ne 


Wt 4 LEE 'T 0 * * 


ſolid rock; bikerns proportionate to every 
other part of the building, and capable 
of containing many hundred tons of wa- 
ter; they ſay more than twelve hundred. 
Indeed to beſiege it would be madneſs: 
an hundred men might defend it againſt 
ten thouſand aſſailants, and any number 
ol veſſels; nor could it be, Vx 9 5 con- 

8 veried to my . of ale. 


— 


* 


The t. town elf is i as Curious as 
any other part of the Mount. I doubt 
not there are many houſes in it five or ſix 
hundred years old; and I did not ſee one 
| which ſeemed to be built ſince Louis the 

 eleventh's time. The whole number of 
_ perſons reſident in the abbey, and in the 
town, does not exceed an hundred and 
eighty, in time of peace. A militia, _ 
compoſed of the Bourgeoiſie, mount 
guard, to prevent any of the pri iſoners 
from eſcaping. In time of war there are 
five hundred ſoldiers commonly i in garri- 
ſon; and they aſſured me, ſo vaſt and 
numerous are the chambers in different 
e that thirteen thouſand. might be 
| e 
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diſpoſed. of without any fore: of f incon- 
venience. ; If 5 1 15 4 1 45 
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| They ell little Ds | Wen in hs Dn 
_ town: The eng them all, in hopes 
to find ſome hiſtorical anecdotes or tra 
ditions reſpecting the Place, and the 
various important events or ſieges 
it has undergone; 3 but alas! this is 
a a vain attempt. They are all ſtuffed 
with miracles, and abſurdities too ridi· 
culous to repeat; and St. Michael and St. 
Aubert are the only heroes who make an 
figure in the annals of monkery.— 1 
would moſt willingly have inſpected the 
archives which are laid up in the abbey; _ 
but this is not permitted. It muſt be a 
very curious reſearch, ſince it is probable | 
every king of England, from the Ct „* 
ror to Henry the third, had been man 
times here from motives of devotion” ow] 
11 5 Fo | 2 5 2 Ne 21 th 85 37 5 : 
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In hs; fd" . en tn er 1 
Nowandy, and William Rufus, beſieged 0 
oe OY e a. hs time in the 
| 8 1 9 | Mont | 


55 a FRE +5 4 1 0 . * 


| ot St. Michel 2 k inuſt be reſume 
they were maſters 11 the foot of the dock; 
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for otherwiſe i it would be impracticable to 


inveſt it. The prince could never have 
4 bern reduced to ſurrender from force; but 
he wanted water, and from this neceſſity 


te was 'on: the point 'of yielding the for- 
is, when Robe ; with that benevolence 


and generoſity which marked his charac- 5 : 


ter, ſent him ſome pipes of wine: and 
this ſuccour, (like that which Henry the 


fourth permitted his troops to give the 
ifiant,) enabled Henry to hold out. 


Rufus repioached him for his conduct; 
What, ſaid Robert, “ ſhall we faffer our 
brother to die of thirſt?—And what re- 
= turn did he meet with? An impriſon- 


eight years in 4 vaulted 
1 . ai Rs where he 


14 FR to 7 tired: you b with 1 „ diffuſe 


2 deſeription of this mountain. I ſet out 
this morning; and, conducted by the ſame 
guide adreſs the ſands, reached the village 
_ of Genet, at yoo? ne of ee 


110% 8 drowned 


yard of Genet, a grave where five perſons 
were interred, Who periſned within theſe 


few days, and ſimilar accidents are com- 
mon. It was noon when I returned to 
Gräville, my fancy entirely occupied 


with the extraordinary ſcenes to which 1 


had been witneſs, and which 1 have en- 


deavoured to depicture without W ee or 
ee a 
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drowned every year in paſſing this Nes | 
The ſea: comes in with a fury and rapidi- 
ty beyond idea, and frequently arreſts 
unhappy travellers, who preſume to ven- 
ture without a guide. I ſaw/ in the church - 


N town is nated very pleaſantly c on Ps, ; . 


1 neck of land ſtretching i into the ſea. It 

is not ſmall; but the buildings are ſcatter- | 
ed, mean, and irregular, extending near 
a mile from one extremity to the other, 
part on the rock above, and part on the 
vale below.—It is open to the ſea, there 


being no bay, though they have con- 


ſtructed part of a pier to ſhelter the ſhip- 
ping. Some ſmall redoubts and batteries 
have been erected during the late war, on 
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Aer herd e Wg It . 
| 1 was very late Saturday night when 1 bs. 
reached Avranches; and had I been a Ro- „ 
man Catholick, I ſhould inevitably have N 
put both myſelf and my carriage undet the "> 2200 
protection of the Virgin, or ſome faint he 
patron of travellers, before I adventured | 
into theſe perilous” roads. The chai e 
once ſtuck faſt for near an hour, and | 8 
was obliged to employ a dozen peaſants, 
ho with the help pick-axes, andi infinite 5 
labour, at e Seared it 3p by main 
| ſtrength. 880 n 55 £ „ 


FEY. * 


* > $a 5 W. : 
J 2 N F+ "4£ 8 
* * * ; k 


Ae detained me a few hours. „ 
The city is the naſtieſt 15 have yet ſeen a 
in Franc jts ſituatio is very fine. * 

The 


A * UR 


The eder! Reanlls" on a \ hill och. 
+ terminates abrubt: the front extends to 
the extreme verge, and overhangs the 

precepice./ It bears the marks of high 


antiquity. The towers are decayed in 


many places, though its original con- 
ſtruction has been wondroufly ſtrong. 
| While I ſtood under it, one of the prieſts. 
very politely accoſted me, and offered, as 
1 appeared to be a ſtranger, to give mo 
ſome information HO 8 it. 


3 0 „be cathedral,” hi he; > eben 
4 the work of different ages; but the two 
9 weſtern towers are ſuppoſed to/be. | 
as the eighth century, the biſhopric elf £ 
4 having deen founded about the year 
« four hundred. One of the engliſh kings, 
Henry the ſecond, received abſolution 
here, from the Papal Nuncio, for the 
0% murder of St. Thomas-a-Becket, in 


WE 9 72, and the ſtone on which he Kneel- 


ed during the performance of that ſo- 
L lenin ceremony, ſtill exifts.” He carried 
me to look at it. Fhe length is about 
thirty inches, . the Wenden TT t 
. i un, 


. 
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franfleubofore, the: ate tel, al on it | 
is engraved a Shalice-in:commetaaration' 


z nn 
of. tho a + 13s Neff 1186 1155 „rn 50 * £2 | 
4 7 bas 


tot att hat Tg ones cd 30 ö 
Abs of. 9 are very ex 
tenſive and ſuperb; and beneath hes 4 
rich extent of country, covered with 
chards, and abounding with grain. 
SST u 111654 a ⏑ ID. 
5 continued my journey. Sunday at 
non, and reached the city of ol in Bre- 
tagne the ſame evening. At Pontotſon 
the two provinces ſeparate, the little river 
Coeſnon formidgy the boundary. . D 
muſt detain entry wan who has à vene 
ration for the veſtigescof antiquity. Ex- 
cept the gpiſcopa palabe, which is an ele- 
gant modem bui ldinſt, aliere is not a honſe 


FN 


withia-the walls, auhictiies.nat; fem ˙%ĩt 


barous and remote: Dh fortifications. 
are inthe ſame ſtyle and a pr to have 
deen antiently very formidable. Hiſtory 
_ confirmgvthis: >Withath! the Conqueror 
twice hid ſiege td Dol, and was twice re- 
Pony fn org. Philip king of France 
bart . E 3 forced | 


\ \ 


% 


4 % 


: he f 1 Jp Ee & 
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forced nim to make Chaſty: retreat into 
Normandy, and when he again attempt- 
ed to make himſelf maſter of it in in 1065 
Alain duke of Bretagne obliged bim tore- 
tire ſomewhat 1goominiouſly. Heary the 


bt 


. Was 4 beautiful 
ere, a league from ine 
town to view a ſingular curioſity. In the 
| widdle<f xe; We _ Wege ſtands 
forty and den fer thigh,” Tis 


circular and ny 


2 es Lode 


* 


Sead, jo ys idea 
to it are; cqually. numerous and c 
dictory. I had the pleaſure to ſre and 
converſe.” with the gentleinan on whoſe 


fate” 1 is ſituated. He ſaid the moſt 
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had: cauſed: it to be eroded; as a trophy 
to mark the extent of his oonqueſts, after 
a bloody engagement, which he gained 13 
over that inhabitants of Armorica. The 
peaſants are fully perſuaded the devil did 
it in one of his idle hours ; but, added 
he, „I have myſelf cauſed the earth to 
% be removed. round its baſe to the diſ- 
« tance of forty feet on every ſide q and 1 
« find that it joins to a prodigious rock, 
from 1 it ſeems to have ſprung; ſo 
«that 1 am induced to think notwith⸗ 
* ſtanding its name, chat it is a natural, 
and nora factitious production. Ho- 
ever cauſed, it is very extraordina y 
deſerves an a attentiue inveff! gation.” 


Bretagnez who!annexed the due hy to the 
erowti: of France * bert marriage 0 
Charles the eighth: She was aſked by 
the engineer who conſtructed it, What 
plan ſhe would chooſe as its - madel. 
i. My coach, ſuid ſhe; It is fo in effeck. 
A large ſquare area — conftitures the 2 
Vow) 1 
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i two towers in EVE sent 1 
anſwer 1 a Carriage, as 
two others of ſuperior ſe do to the hin- 
der ones; a projection in front forms the 
Tote, and an arched mich behind correſ- 
ponds to the place where the Maquate were 
uſed eo ſtand. Conſeious that poſterity f 
would aceufe her of 'caprice and abſurdi- 
85 ſhe has obviated their criticiſms in a 
Ty. Ader ua Toyal, by an inſcription en- 
graved on the wall, and very r at 
this hour. 1 rea Re t: Ge 


1 =; 8 ö ai que re | nde, tel eſt; | mop pla fir!” 

1 P ou. will; allow this is, che reaſoning — 5 

Il ſovereigu St. Malo 18 ſituated in an 5 
| _ land iq tothe continent by a a cauſe- 55 

ere 


5 


3 Land * . 1 

. | 5. removed. his feſidenee to the litile 

Wand t st. Agron, and began dhe toun : 
| „The,! : 


— = 
— 
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1 bloſty and.legaur, banbeficcrsaning 2 | 
[| of grqund;:ang; the number of 
| ene Adu 19 Air * 24 Li 


| 13 " To-morrow I proceed to Rennes; 


| Names ene, den Ser. ms. 


Leſt 1 St. Malo laſt Thurſday fron; 
night, and lay at Hede, a little town 
fituate on the ſummit of a mountain, and 


commanding a moſt extenſive proſpect. 3 


I got to Rennes next morning. Here I 


had flattered myſelf with the pleaſure. o. 


ſeeing the eelebrated monſieur de la Cha- 


lotais, who, after having ſuffered all the 


puniſhments: which deſpotiſm can inflict, 


is now returned to ſpend the little re- 


mainder of his days in his native provinct. 


I had very particular letters to introduce 
me to his acquaintance; but he was gone 
, the preceding 
day. To the honour of his preſent. mar 
Jeſty and the miniſtry, they have endea - 


to his ſeat near 'Caradeuc 


voured to make him every compenſation 


for the eruel ER he met Wit n- | 
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der the 1 The king has pre- 5 
ſented him with three 3 thouſand 
livres, beſides a penſion. He is reſtored 
to his place of Procureur general au 
* parlement;” and his eſtate of Caradeuc 
1s to be erected 1 into a marquiſate, 

1 find near two 1 at Rennes Tr 
is the hogorary capital of Bretagne, be- 
cauſe the ſtates are aſſembled there; but 
like all cities deſtitute, of commerce, is 
dull and poor. Several of the principal © 
ſtreets are however very handſome, as 
the conflagration in the year 1 720, which 
almoſt reduced the whole Place to aſhes, ' 
obliged the inhabitants to rebuild - apc 5 5 
In one of the ſquares, is a fine ſtatue in 
bronze of Louis the fifteenth. It was 
erected by the province in +744, ſoon 
after his recovery from that dangerous 


llneſs in Flanders, when he obtained the _ 


title of “ Bien aime.“ Beneath the 
FOR 'appfars on one We. Hegeya the 


goddeſs of health, with her ſerpent and 


- patera; and on the other, is the genius 
Bri ee on one knee, in her 


1 To counten ance 
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countenance [ exultation. and. reverence 
finely marked. At che foot of che pe- 
deſtal is an.infeription in Latin, dictated - 
by adulation and falſehood; I bluſned £ 
as I read it; for the monarch to vhm it 
was offered. He lived, like his prede - 

ceſſor, to ſee all theſe marks. of public 


approbation. ceaſe; and, loſt to greatneſs 


or glory in the arms of his miſtreſſes, a 
dark cloud overſhadowed the evening of 
 areign, which he had 8 with ſome 
applauſm. 1 Sy Heels 
Ir FEN. 121 WEE. * , : : 
Reines is | Garde on Cite . river r Vi- 
laine. It was anciently fortified very 


ſtrongly; but the walls are now in ruins; 


and the foſſe nearly filled up. The ſiege 
it ſuſtained hy Edward the third of Eng- 
land, and John of Guant his ſon, is cele- 
brated in ſtory. The Engliſh and Bre. 
ton army conſiſted of forty thouſand men; 
and yet, after having remained before it 

ſix ung Was 2 98 phe to > retire FOO : 

| CNA . OE 2 41 3 130 


4 


I arrived here eee e. This 
is a handſome city, and its ſituation is 
2 


— 
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A 


equ ay advamtageous and pol 
Nantes is built on che ] declivity of a 
kill, defeending on a 


The Loire itfelf u 
The ames. Exactly: oppoſite - to the 
0 
into ſeveral chann 


„ by a number of 


(mall iſlands, moſt of which are -co- 
vered with elegant houſes. The great 1 
quay is more than a mile in length; 

the buildings very ſuperb, and chiefly WI 
- erected ſince the late peace. As its 
commerce is every year increaſing, the 


ity is conſequently in a ſtate of continual 
improvement and advance in beauty. 


The Loire is notwithſtanding: very ſhal- 
_ low; and all goods are brought ap in 


op boats from Painbeuf, which i is nine 


phliged to ſtop. At the eaſtern extre- 
mity of the town ſtands: the caſtle, in 


which the ancient dukes of Bretagne 
held their reſidence. It was erected about 


the year 1000; but the duke of Mer- 


n who ae the e wars of the 
Lee 


ſides to the river. 
may alſo vie with the | 
which ſtands: the town, it is divided 


leagues diſtant, near the r mouth of the ri- . 
ver, and at Which veſſels of burden are 
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League, rendered himſelf. in in. ſome de- 
al iceable'addivlis to it. in 


l, Anne, ducheſs of! 'Bretag x 


by! this ſeconTunios, c 
83 ee of Franee The 
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in St. Dennis; and not 


8 proof of her piety, and wy 
memory; ſhe; ordered 

wy dere within a golden 
ſame vault. The inſcription 


near the tomb, is 1 eurious. It re- 


Alates that Francis the ſecond, alk hav- | > B 


ing, been married ſeyen years to his firſt 
wife without iſſue, as his laſt reſource, 
made a vo to the Virgin, that. if by her 
interceſſion or power, he, obtained a 


child, he would dedicate to her an image 
of his own weight in gold, The holy 
Virgin, whether Haney by the prodigi- 
- ous value of the e or . whet her 
Faroe with g. Nes ö 
very favoyrably;,. "he. 
| cies of ſtate obliged. hin ſome. years at. 
ierwards io retract the. princely 
be en made. RY his, ſecond viſe Mar- 
et de = 5 
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AG &' it With i eg which be . 


been deindliſned Within theſe few: ears. 3 


The bridge i is an 'obj ect of curio ity. . It 
is near a mile and a half 1 in length, be- 5 
ing continued acroſs all the little iſlands in 8 
the Loire, from north to ſouth. There 

are two other rivers conſiderably, ſmaller, 
which unite, at this city. One of them 
is called the Erdre. I went up it about 
twꝛo leagues yeſterday, to a gentleman: 8s 

Chateau, where I dined. The Mean- 
der, ſo famous in Grecian fable, can 
hardly exceed it in beauty. It winds 


between groves of cheſnut, oak, ald NE 
poplar, which. cover the banks -to., the 
edge of the water, and which are oniyx 


W by vineyards, gardens, and 
elegant villas. About half way, are the 
ruins of 4 celebrated fortreſs poſſeſſed 
by. the Hugonots, called the caſtle oe 
la Verriere,” and at the diſtance of a 
mile from the houſe: where I ſpent the 
day, is an ancient manſion embowered 
in woods, which belonged to Peter 
Landais, the famous and unworthy y ka- 
vourite of Fr rancis the ſecond. 


Fa „ Brocgns 


ultivated a province | a9, Not 
Abe interior part 38 f 

© healthy, bur the Rate ern ae * 

. populons, and richer in the foil, Round; ö 

ttmis city, and to the ſouthward, in the: | 

_ *Pays de Retz, vines are very nume 

-rous, and they make à thin, four wines. 


| Known by the name ef e Vin Nantois“ 
Ave compare the preſent obadion 


A of Bretagne, as Conſtituting 4 a part of the 3 
„ kingdom, with its ancient one, as an in- 
„ ndent government,” there can be no. 
5 Adubt chat the change was! the moſt fas ö 
3 futary and happy to be 5 conceived. 
1 RE under the dominion n of their mas 1} 
e princes, the duchy was a ſcene of 
; ps | contloual war, bloodſhed, and devaſtati- 
on. The dukes of Normandy, „ or kings 
3 of France, were ever aiming at its re. 
e The 
Which were raiſed 
tenſions of John de Montfort and Char- 
les of Blois, in th . fourteenth century d 


left the miſerable eountry *uapeopled 
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deſolate; and a prey to ine moſt ſevere! | 
famine. Louis the eleventh paved the 
Vvay for its re- union to the crown- The 
lady of Beaujeu, left regent at his death, 
purſued her father's meaſures with vi- 
gour; and thie narrow, parſimonious cha- 
racter and conduct of Henry the ſeventh, 
whoſe-avarice prevented him from-lend-: 
ing any effectual ſuccour to Francis or 
his daughter, conſpired to compleat this 
important acquiſition. I do not re- 
collect many immortal or ſublime ſpirits 
whom they have produced. Bertraneg 
du Gueſclin, Conſtable of France, ſo re- 
nowned in the wars of Edward the third 
and the Black Prince, was a native of 
Bretagne; and Abelard, Heloiſe's unhap- | 
py lover, too well known by his-amours 
and his misfortunes, was born at a village 
called Le Palet, only ten or twelve miles 
from Nantes, near the borders of Poictou. 1 
He lived in the twelfth! century, under 5 
Conan the. zit ange of hae axe 
The orhgini of Nantes i is very uncertain. | 
* is carried | into remote ory The 


FR, 


„„ A 


AS a7 


« ” ” av - a 42: 
— — AS oaths. gt ee ae wn 
i ” of by I & by 
F oy x s 7 
* * ; 
0 W : 
\ x" 


» as 


Romans: doubtles 158 Gatos here... 
In the year 1589, amang the ruins of a 
tower demoliſhed at that time, was found 
a ſtone, which, hy order, of the magiſ- 
trates, Was tranſported, i in 1606, to the 
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Ly cannot borbear mentioning to yo 


2 


one, other monument equally ſingular. 
Near a bridge which croſſes the Loire, 
called! „Le Pont de la bells Croix,” is. 

a ſtone fixed in the wall, with the re- 

: F of a decayed. inſcription. It was 


erected to mark the ſpot where Gilles 
Marechal de Retz was burnt, under the 


the reign of Charles the ſeventh, and, as 
'% \ think, about the year 1440. This 


Ne mh GEESE nobleman 
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nobleman was  acctiſed of and condemn - 
ed to die, for crimes, which were ſaid to 
be ſo horrible and enormous, as to pre- 
elude mention. They were never di- 
vulged, but covered up under 3 veil of 
darkneſs and myſtery. A very ingeni- | 
ous man, to whom I am indebted for al- 
moſt all the information 1 have gain ned 
here, aſſured me that his trial is yet pre- 85 
ſerved among the archives of the oity; 
but has never been, opened, or even ift- 
ſpected into, from; the ſame motives of 
horror and caution. which aQuaied his 


judges. Imi 
me very e. 


5 


The n, N are 1 I 
and I ſhould be; tempted to make a loog- - 
er ſtay here, if the advanced ſeaſon did 
not'compel. me to haſten my journey. —L 
all ſet out in two. hours for La Rochelle. 
Whether Ipurfur my route to Bourdeaux, 
through-Saintonge, or make an excurſion 
by Poitiers and Angouleſme, I do not yet 
- be ah 5 Shs * a 8 as [ proceed. 
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SLEPT at Aigrefelle 1 laſt Saturday - 


of Bretagne, ad breakfaf ble Ed next morn- * 


__ | 2 « * 
2 In — pans N 
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at Montague, the firſt town in 
Poictou. Icontinued my journey the 
day through that province, and arrived, 
as the ſun fet, at Moreille. The even- 
ing was uncommonly beautiful, and 1 
ſhould have proceeded ſome miles für- 
ther if a very large convent, which ſtood 
oppoſite to the p poſt-houfe,' in one of the 
| fineſt ſituations to be' conceived; had net 
ſeemed to demand my attention. I or- 
dered horſes for the enſuing mornin & . 
and walked up to look at it. The great 
gates were open, and admitted me into 
2 pacious court, ,or lawn in front of the 
Nl to rw ns building 
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building Here Imet the Prior: be was 
a thin, Du Baltes pparentiy paſt hs 
fiftieth year; if his habit did not tend t 
deceive the judgment. He accolted me 
with extreme politeneſs; and on my in- * 
forming him that 1/ was a traveller, in- 
duced by eurioſny to viſit is convent; 
he conducted me into the church, and 
through the Apartments. We ate, 
ſaid he, of the Ciſtercian order, and — 
Oe Our. foun dati in to Eleanor, queen : 
« of England, and wife to Henry the * | 
« cond: e the unhappy” wars - 17 LE 
> Teag chief ſcene of whi nd 
« clay, in this part of the kingdom, "our 
* archives were all carried away, and 
* the building iilelk defaced, by the ſol- 
« * diery of Caligni.” '—When e had fi- 
niſhed our view: of 4 "7 = infited-on _ 
company to ſupper 
Wich great leg des and followed By 4 
deſert from the gardens ef the prioty, 
which _ very "extenſive. 1 d M 
bat with: ht weed regret. 8 Ao! 
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This is a miſerable town, ſituate on the 
river Sevre, which divides Poictou from 
the Pays d'Aunis.” At a fmall dif- 
tance from the place, on the bank of the 
river, towards its mouth, tradition yet 
points out the ſpot rendered celebrated 
by the interview of Louis the eleventh 
and his brother Charles duke of Guyenne. 
The artful monareh exhauſted all the 
wiles of his treacherous. and ing 
policy'to gain his brother, in vain; and 
| heir-interview, like moſt others between 
p W ended with no ee 
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to ** Rochelle, through, : a rich country, 


1 covered | with vines. This city, ſo fa- 


N moys in [they gp ou enen 


al power—is [Kill a. e m ner js 1. 
N wugh ectined Th its an- 


32 dient luſtre. :he port though 
i unit veſſels. of a "Or." conl derable bur- 
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then; is yet fnely calculated for trade. 


It may be divided into three par s: he . 
baſon which is the innermoſt, is only a - 
4 quarter of a mile in circumference; and | 
A at the entrance rife two very noble | Y 
I Gothic pts called. the Tour de St: 
Nicolas,” nd the Tour: dela Chaine:” 9 
5 They are now in a ſtate of decay, but 8 
it were ancientiy deſigned to protect the 
2 town and harbour. Without. theſe, „ 
: the „ Avant Port, extending more 
; than' a Kague, 155 bounded by t]W6 -- © 

points of land, to the north and u, 4 
Fs Beyond, is the road, where the largeſt. 
chips uſually anchor; protected from tze 

ſouthweſt-winds by the iſlands of Re, + 
55 Oleron, and Aix. Before the ceſſion of 
£ Canada to the Engliſh, and of New C Or- 

ö leans to the crown of Spain, the trade of 
5 La Rochelle was very lucrative. It has ' 
© again reviyed within theſe two laſt years, 

to: the” coaſt of Gui a and 5 Thy * 4 
414 5 2 5 £32 1 8 „ 
| 5 Þlac anno 17 5 i 1 3 
6 ty. ee 1 „„ 
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T2 of Eleanor, incorporating. ths 


Carry her poſſeſſions into the family. 


though St. Louis, moved: by: ſcruplek bf . 


Wh the. third] all 


Scene yi fe Res, 172 (Eduard ** 


88 RY 205 


tion of n on the ſhore; inhabired 
by fiſhermen, when William tlie ninth! 
unt Count of Poictou, rendered himſel 
- maſter of it et j * * tranſmitted it 
to his only daughter Eleanor, who, aftet 
her divorce from Louis the ſeventh of 
France, brought all her ka. wr 

Menze the ſecond d of . 1 


8 
12 5 


Louis wanſorelſed every. FI of trus 
policy, i in ſuffering ſo great a ptinceſs:t6 


vaſſal, akready too pe 


town of La Rochelle, yet fubſiſts, in th 
regiſters of the city. She granted them 
many privileges, which her len Richard 
. the firſt afterwards confi med. Unded 
John, the Engliſh: ene 


and conſcience, reſtored to Hen« 


yet his ſon, Phili p the Bold, mY 
ed them again ſome years after. The 
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all: the- adiviring: provinces and cities. bo 
Rochelle conſtituted part of the domini- 
ons given to the Black prince hy his 
father; but his reign was very ſhort, and 

he lived to ſee them again re- united to 
France by charles the fifth, 11 an OY 
bas 18 reign. 3ͤöä Fl 


The e eee wasfieſ E 
r e into the kingdom about 15440, 
met with a poſt: favourable reception 
here. ; and; tliis city became, under Char- 
les the ninth, the grand af lum of the 

Proteſtants. The maſſacre. of Pariz was. 
followed ſoon after by the memorable 
ſiege, which began in November 1572, 
| and was raiſe d in June 1373. Entlnuiſi- 
aſm ſupplied the Need with a ea 
cy and courage, that rendered them ſu- 
perior to the aſſailants: and the Duke 
of Anjou, who commanded the bea 
army, was happy to find a pretext, in 
his election to the crown of Poland, for 
withdrawing his ſhattered troops, after 
having loſt twenty-two. thouſand men, 
before the phe: This ſucceſs conduced- 
A. to 
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60 inſpi pire 3 wit feſolur tion: to vii 
-ſtand Louis the thirteenth, in 1627; but 
| Richlien's daring genius was not to be 
awed into any ſubmiſſion. After have 
ing precluded every ſource of afſiſtance 
by ſea and land, and held lit inveſted 
thirteen months, it ſurrendered to the 
i royal clemency. The calamities which 
, — the garriſon endured” from famine, are 
1 enly to be compared with thoſe of Jeru- 
ſalem under Titus, and perhaps even 
1 exceed them. It was the laſt effort ef 
religious oppoſition, and the æra which 
TR. eſtabliſhed*- an unlimited regal Power : 
1 che inen # 17 va 5 


& 


2 3 went yelterday: vice; to view a 
45 ke ſo renowned, erected by Richlieu. 
When the ſea retires, it. is viſible; and 
walked out upon it above three hundred 
fleet. It extends from fide to fide; acroſs 
te harbour, nearly an Engliſh mile in 
length. Its breadth is, at this time, more | 
than one hundred and fifty feet, : and it 
Videns continually. towards the baſe. . 
No monument of architecture, however 

„ 05> WEE.” _ 


gance, however cefiried?] can poſſibly im 


preſs the mind with ſo vaſt and ſubline 
fthe genius of Richlieuʒ as does 


an idea 0 


this bulwark 1 the ſea. While 


ſtood updn it, in the middle of tlie poſt, 
between the waves which rolled on either 
fide, and contemplated its durability, 
extent, and ſtrengrh, I was almoſt incl 


ned to ſuppoſe cis wondrous: work fir- 
perior to human power, and the pr PHE: 


tion rather of ade; ity than of a. mortal. 
A ſmall opening, of about two hundred 
feet, was left to give entrance to veſſels, 
and ſhat up by chains ſtretched-acrols. 

A tower was likewife' conftrutted? at 
each end, no veſtiges of -iwhichv now 


remain. Neither Buckingham, or Lind- 


fey, who were ſueceſſveſy ſemti to the 


aid of the beſieged by Charles: the firſt, 


dared to attack ends formidable barrier: 
they retired, and left La Rochelle: to its : 


fate. In all probability, the lapſe of R 


thouſand years, aided by. ſtorms, and all 5 


the fury of aces with make little or 
oh unpreſhiod, on this dyke, which is de- 


- 
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5 ee Abe point 4 81 be bus ö | 
| Posse is a fine view of the three iſlands, | 
Re, Olefon, and Rik. It was on the 


former that the. duke of Buckingham 1-4 


landed, and, after his fruitleſs attempt 
on theicitadel of St. Martin, was tepulled 
2 with the roſs! of eiglit | A 


; is ſeparated from the main land 
by a channel of three miles; It con- 
tcte,njns, Lam aſſured, twenty thouſand in- 
Aa bitants, and is better cultivated than 
hel fineſt provinee of France: while Ole- 
den which is more than dauble its ſize, 
bas not near that number of people, and 
Is neither rich, or in the ſame Rate of 
improvement. This teſülts from their 
different political ſituation, the iſland. of 8 
Re being free, and exempt Ham all im- 
4 taxation. 25 Ut FB 1 Ys 1 4 
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he thirteenih, aſtot ile rmination; of 
the ſiege, in 1628, to pray for che faule 
of thoſe. who periſhed before La Rochelle. 
When, Charles: me ninth hegan 70 inveſt 
it, there were then ſeventy H thouſand . | 
perſons in che city. Indhe fecond ſiege, 
they had Hliminiſhed totwenty- eight thou 
fand; and at peeſent,; the inhabitants xe 1 
only between e ſryenteen and eigkteen 
thouſund; of which-ſcarce. two thouſandi 
are Hugondts. Religious animoſity has 
entirely ſubſided: the citizens 1 
counted as loyal, as well attached to the 
crown, as any of France; and Louis the © 
Hfteenth--perniitted--the inſeriptionꝭ en- 
graved on gapper, and affixed. by, Riek- 
lieu on either ſide the doorg of the mo—- 
naſtery I męntioned, to be taken down : 
a few. years fince;. folemnly broken, and 
«thrown into the the ſea .I purpoſe. to 
leave Rochelle te · morrow, and ſhall e | 
ile route of Rochfog: and Seigtese 5 390? 
l fp Sor) 13 8 
* Agendemat wih Uhde I bed 
night aſſured me, that the family of 


J Olbreuſe exiſts ſtill, and that * re- 


d we; In Angeumeis. He added that 
b cheir cirtumſtances were narrow almoſt 
| to: Aiſtres Tou will ſurely recollect, 
A. that this houſy i is allied to the blood royal 
ö England. George William, the laſt 
duke of Zell, married Mademoiſelle 
| "FOlbreuſe, at Breda; about :theimiddle 


$4. 


"the laſt century. They had only one 5 
ü au gliter, the beautiful and unhappy 
„ Well known for'4 het 
umes, and: mother to his late | | 
agen „„ Gs Get 25) 00 
7153 314 5 4.5 COLT SI * 7 LE; 12 
8 The weather here i is the moſt ks 
a 15 delightful to be imagined. The 
| | - Vintage is already begun round the city; 
 * and the peaſants are engaged in all that 
ſ happy feſtivity natural to che ſeaſon and 
me employment. I ſhall have the plea- 
ſu of 188 this ſeene - continued to * 
. ; Sm ; 19085 1 + 20 t 15 27; 1:3 4 1815 
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F E dee: Fug 1 0 Wocbele to 5 
I. Rochfort is ſeven leagues. The 
firſt * are exceedingly pleaſant, the 
road lying along the ſea- ſhore; and in 
view of the iſla nds Oleron and Aix, = 
which appear at a ſmall diſtance. It is 
now almoſt a century ſince Louis the 
fourteenth. conſtructed Richfort... The 
city is built in the midſt of marſnes, 
which. were drained: for that purpoſe. 
Colbert Was then prirne miniſter, and it 
s ſaid, he uſed to call it * La Ville d Ort” 
from the prodigious ſurns his maſter had: 
expended in its erection. Time has, 
however, given the ſanction of utility to 
the project, and rendered this port as 


neceſlary and important tg. the crown of” - 
F e 
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Fratice, as either Br eſt gr Toulon. 1 


is ſituate on the Charente, about five I 
Leagues from its mouth. I ſpent ſeveral 
hours, Friday morning, in the different 


magazines and dock-yards. Every: thing 


appears to be under an admirable regu- 
lation; and the ſeveral branches of naval 
equipment” are carried on with the ut- 
moſt vigour and diſpatch. - It ſeems to 
be a grand Object of attention with the _ 
 profent miniſtry to reſtore the navy, * 


ally deſtroyed e — date 
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employed at Rochfort i is abour nine hun- 


dred. To theſe- are added fix hundred 
galley flaves, wh 


vice. They are chained two and tuo 


with heavy fetters, conſtantly guarded, _ 
and Kept in a long building, erected a 


ho are occupied in the 
moſt painful and laborious parts of ſer- 


that purpoſe, in the centre of the yard. 
Some of the wretches are thus kept for 


a term of years; others during life. The 
en to _ Moir ANT = 


— 


* 
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are very: excellent, dictaredt by: 5 t * 
cernment, and improved on continually. 
by experience yet; in ſpite of e 
| Role. they continually elude them 
The armoury, the rope- walks, N 
; n of every kind, are all: in the 
beſt order, and kept with prodigious 
neatneſs.[ Louis the fourteemb>fortified 1 
me vity at the time he crected nt hm 
its ſituation, at ſo conſickerable a diſtance 
from the ſea, renders it ſufficiently ſecure 
from any attack, and they have n 
5 fore lately cloſed up the eee 
and neglectẽd the foſſes. It. is laid out 
with great beauty and elegance. The 
ſtreets are all very broad and Atraight, | 
traverſing the whole, place from ſide to 
ſide; but the buildings do not correſpond 
to them in this reſpect | as ghd y OY 
ow 1 mee X38 - 
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e provinck 0 e W at 
4 mall diſtance from Rochfortz, this city | 

is the capital of it. The antiquities 

which Saintes yet preſents, have chiefly 


detained me > here ſinee yeſterday. morn-· 
41 oy 3 5 ; a ing. 
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ing. It was a Roman colony; and thoſe 


conquerots of tke earth, WhO W 


the nations they ſubdued, have left the 
traces of their magnificence behind hem. 7 
In a hollow: valley, between two moun-! _ 

tains, and almoſt adjoining to one of tlie 


ſuburbs, are the ruins of the amphitheatre. 


Though now in the laſt ſtage of decay. 
its appearance is very auguſt and vene- 
rable. In ſome parts, ſcaree any of the 


arches are to be ſeen; but the eaſt end 


is ſufl in a great degree of preſervation. 
From its ſituation in a valley, and from 
the ruins Of an aqueduct, which convey- 255 
ed water to the town near three leagues, 
it has been ſuppoſed that Naumachiæ 


were repreſented | in it; ut this amounts 


only to comjecture. A triumphal arch, 
.on which 1s an inſcription in Roman let- 
ters, merits likewiſe attention. It was 
erected to Germanicus, on the news 
of his death, fo univerſally | lamented 
throughout: the Zen ag T8 


Er 
wah * ths. 5 
* 9 


The river She ſurrounds this city, 
as the Severn does ou of Shrewſbury 8 
; forming | 


i ; F / 
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| forming: "y its. 1 Wee dene 
ing in the beautiful meadows Which bors 
der it, and from hence the buildings of 
the town have a fine effect. Thoug 
the Charente cannot compare with the 
Loire, or the Rhone in ſize and depth, 
yet the: actions which have been pers 
formed on its banks, in different ages 
will render it immortal in ſtory. At 
95 Taillebourg, only ſix miles from hence, 
neearer to its mouth, was fought the bat- 
tle. between Henry the third of En- 
gland, and St. Louis, where the latter f 
was conqueror, and in which he gave 
proofs of undaunted proweſs and intrepi- 
dity, in defending, almoſt alone, the paſ⸗ 
ſage of a bridge againſt the whole oppo- 
ſite army, during ſome minutes. Fran 
cis the firſt, the moſt amiable and ac 
compliſhed prince who ever reigned in 
France, except Henry the fourth, was 
born at Cognac, only ſeven leagues high- 
er up on the charente. Two leagues: 
beyond Cognac, till nearer its ſource, is 
the famous plain f Jarnac, where the 
eee were beat by. the duke of 
Anjous! 
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Ari and where he great ves faſt "= 


prince of Conde, was aſſafſinated by 
Monteſquieu. I am told the Count de 
Jarnac has cauſed a monument to be 
erected within theſe few years over the 
ſpot where periſhed that unhappy prince. 
I intended fully to have gone along the 
'bavks of the Charente, through both 
theſe laſt· mentioned places, to Augou- 
leſme; but the difficul tiesare inſuperable. 
There is neither a poſt road, nor horſes 
\ yet: eſtabliſhed, and I therefore purſue 
the ſtraight route to ene through 
Pons and ayes: A 155 
Wege the remains of Retrien gran- 
deur yet viſible at Saintes, the place con- 
tains very little to detain or amuſe. It 
is built with great irregularity ; the fireets 
are narrow and winding; the houſes mean, 
and almoſt all of them fome centuries . 
old. The cathedral has been repeatedly 


ravaged and deſtroyed by Normans and | 


Hugonots, who made war alike on every 


monument of art or piety. One tower 


only eſeaped their rage, which is ſaid to 
have been conſtructed as early as the 


N _ 
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year eight handred, by Se * 
is of enormous magnitude, both as to 
_ circumference and 'height. Theſe quali- 
ties, ſuperadded to its prodigious thickneſs 


And ſtrength, have probably conduced 


WH} preſerve it in the ſtorms of war, more 
than any veneration for the memory of 
its founder, or regard te to the ent of 
ED its inſtitution. V | 


\ 1 
the . , Aa 
4 1 4 « S 


＋ be Reformed 4 Religion ſeems far on 
* the decline in this province, where anti- 
ently it had gained ſo many votaries. | 
I ̃ bere is only one proteſtant family, as 1 
am aſſured, in Saintes; the reaſon is evi- 


dent; — the fervours of devotion, warm 
and animated in the beginning, are nou- 


riſhed by perſecution, but unhappily-be- | 
come languid and extinct in an age of 
more mild and tolerating principles. In- 
tereſt is ever preſent, ever intimately | 

felt by mankind. The eftabliſhed Re- 
ligion holds out offices and honours: Pro- 


teſtantiſm is barren. Her rewards are 


in another world. Can you wonder that 


Lit loſes ground opti ? Adieu! 
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Cirdifned my journey from Saiutes 
1 aft Sunday ſeinnight, and ſlept at | 
— Pons, a ſmall town agreeably ſituate on BG”. 
Ss. a hill. Near the ſummit, in the centre. 
1 of the place, is an antient chateau, be- 
* longing to the prince de Marſan; it com- 
n mands an extenſive and luxuriant proſ- 
4 pect of the: vales of Saintonge and- An- 
- WH goumois; covered with vines, and wa- 
f- 7 tered by two or three fine rivülets, which &. 
3 loſe themſelves, after many windings, f 1 
y the Charente. I entered the province . 
„of Guyenne the enſuing day, and arrived _ 
** at Blaye, on the bank of the Garonne, 
© W Tucldaymorning. I put my carriage into 
: a boat, and came up to this city by water; 
the diſtance | is about ſeven leagues. | A 4 
W 63 Lab H * AF +58 bye, _ 
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Blaye, the river is about Toi Miles in 
breadth, but it diminiſhes inſenſibly as 
one approaches Bourdeaux. Nearly half 
* way between the two places, i is the mouth 
of the Dordogne, which, after running 
through the Limoſin and Perigord, emp- 
ties itlelf into the Garonne. The proſ- 
pet at the conflux of theſe two ſtreams, 
is wonderfully pictureſque. Tt is more | 
ee and and pleaſing, though leſs 
ſublime and magnificent, than that at 
the junction of the viſtula and the Nogat, 
near neee in Poliſh, Pruſſia. fn, 


"Our paſſage from. 0 » was. e long, | 
and the fun declined as we turned round 
2 point of land, which opened to us the 

| . city of Bourdeaux at the diſtance of thre 
miles. The effect on the ſpectator is 
- wonderfully auguſt and ſtriking. It de- 
ſeribes the figure of a creſcent more 
than a league in length, the buildings of | 
which, near the enn are all mo- 
dern, lofty, and very ve 
ſeen no coup. d'œil ſo soren in Foros e, 
excè pt the view of Liſbon from he tower 
of n on the Tagus, which, though 
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more irregular from the nature 7 its ſi- 
ation, is rather As in fgRiicence.... ö 
The e im 15 which Bour- | 
deaux.cannot fail to make on a ſtranger 
at his arrival, | is. well confirmed by a re- 
ſidence in it. Pleaſure ſeems to have as. 
many votaries here as ecommerce; luxury 
1 and induſtry reign within the ſame walls, 
and that in the moſt, extended degree. 
Ihe air. of courts. is ever effeminate, ſe- 
dudtive,. and. voluptuous. / Commercial 
cities are uſually. marked by oppoſite 
manners, and the love of gain, powerful 
in its influence over the human heart, 
ſwallows: up and abſorbs: the more ſoft. 
and melting paſſions... Here, however, 
theſe rules are entirely controverted. 
Diſlipatiqn; and debauchery are more 
openly pa tropized, and bave made a 
more univerſal and apparent conqueſt, 
han in half the Capitals of Europe M 
Stockholm, ſcaroe the ſhadow of them is 


pereeivable. Neither Copenhagen nor St. 
Peterſburgh are yet advanced to the ſame 
point of exceſs, tho aided by the preſence E 
of: a e and the e which 2 
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follow! in their train. Hand wh! ben 
pen as large, as commercial and as 
opulent as Bourdeaux, betrays no external * 
marks of the diſſol dtſ6h of manners;' and 
puniſhes them, when Fiſtble, with extreme 
ſeverity. It is natural to feck for the 
reaſon of this extraordinary contraſt. 
1 ſhall find'i . apprehend, chiefly't in 
the genius of tlie nation, gallant and 
armorous; inthe ſpirit of the dee 
het” encourages than rel 

8 arts of luxury among all ranks of 
people. Devotion or ſuperſtition, tlie 
only eng ine capable of oppoſing the tor 
kent, wage ceaſed” in France, "where: the 
Virgin is held in as little eſtimation as 
among us.-—Diveſt:mknkind of the in- 
fluence which religion, policy and decb- 
rum has over chem. Hat ate en 

be-aftixed t to A licentious Paſſions? 1 | 
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The ancient cit of B 'F 
ronliferable, was, . 
Gigs are Inge” 'þe: ect ar he. OY 

i ere 

Wars one or any of e dif-. 
J 'eenlibly 
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5 * -nſibly amiſs to eine a F Lind 


or elegant place. It has entirely chapged 
its = PPE Within theſe. laſt thirty 
The public edifices are very. 

ble, 3 all the ſtreets newly emed 
are regular and handſome. I am never 
tired with walking on the banks of be 
Garonne. The quays are four miles in 
length, and the river itſelf is broader 
confiderably than the Thames at London 
bridge. On the oppoſite ſide, a range 
of hills, covered with woods, vineyards, 
churches, and e men, * 
view. FTC 


5 [1 : 
* 


* of \ Þ ; hs 


"A Ie of the. town, is a 


fine equeſtrian ſtatue i in bronze, erected 
to the late king, in 1743. It is N 
— tkat J am much affected by t the 
inſeriptions under the figures of princes, 
uſually only a detail of virtues and qua- 


lities they neverpoſſeſſed. Fhere is 3A 5 


thing ſo pathetic and ſimple; addreſſed 
ta the heart an 
in this, that 1 have SMES; nd 
memory, Ft 


Ladovice 
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not deſigned coats.” FOE, 
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ii « Ludbyicy quindecimo, 4855 
„ . wr victori, ſemper een, 5 


R. bs, 4 . Sog omnes, quam late re gnum patet 
5 it © - *& Paterno peQore gerentl; 
{A 5 Narr Susrum ene ee habet « anti.” 
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The beauty of the river, 101 the for 
flity of the adjoining: country. were pro- 
e the cauſes which induced the R- 
mans to lay the foundations of this city. 
"of he ruins of a very large amphitheatre 
** remain, conſtructed under the em- 

peror Gallienus; it is of brick, as are 

35 e of the edifices of that period, when 
the empire was verging to its fall, and 1 
8 * arts be to N e 


: 312i Tie Fug ee "of: e e nati- 
5 1 5 and peculiarly in thoſe which the 
„ ormans repeatedly made, Bourdeaux 
Was ravaged, burnt; and almoſt entirely | 
deſtroyed. It only: began to recover. 
again under Henry the ſecond of Eng- 
Aland, who having united it to the crown 4 
- "fi his marriage with Eleanor, rebuilt: it, _ 
* and . * a ee e ok ent po- 
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licy, to reſtore; it 0 to the halte 


any which 1 it had: fallen.” 1 e 


The Black prince received all Guys 
enne, Gaſcony, and many inferior pro- 
vinces, in full ſovereignty from his fa- 
ther: he brought his royal captive to this 


city, after the battle of Poitiers. and 


held his court and reſidence here during 
eleven years. His exalted character, his 
uninterrupted ſeries of good fortune, his 
victories, his modeſty, his affability, and 
his münifloence, drew ſtrangers fromm 


every part of Europe z bur all this ſplen- 
dour ſoon ſunk into night. He lived to 


to hom he Had reſtored a kingdom; e 
became a prey to diſtempers in the vi- 


gour of life; he ſaw. his dominions re- 


united again, in many of their branches, 


to the crown of France; he Joſt his eldeſt 


| ſon, a prince of the higheſt expectations; 


and at length, overcome with ſorrow at 
this laſt affliction; he quitted Bourdeaux, : 
and re-embarked for England, to expire, . 


a mme example of the bafty revo- 
lution 


experience the ingratitude of the man 


MY 
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Charles the ſeventh re: entered it, and : 


ſubjected the whole province, which had 

been near three centuries under the 

- Engliſh government. Conſcious of the 
importance of ſuch a conqueſt, ho: Mp 
- dered the Chateau Trompette” to 
to be conſtructed, to defend the W 
i f the river; and Louis the fourteenth 
employed the celebrated Vauban to erect 


a new fortreſs, in the modern ſtyle of mi- 
3 architecture, on the ſame ſpot.— 


Madame de Maintenon, whom fortune 
ſeemed to have choſen as the object of 
her extreameſt rigour, and extreameſt 
bounty, was removed from the priſon of 
Niort in Poictou, where ſhe, was born, 


with her father the Baron d'Aubigne, to 


this caſtle, where ſhe uſed; to play with 
- the daughter of the 8 in e ex- 


 reameft indigepce./. 155 e 
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en eus fn fog remains of 


antiquity. The cathedral appears to have 7 


| been erected very early, and has ſuffered | 
WR e the lapſe of centu- 
ries 
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ries ſince its couſtruction. - The uhfor- | 
tunate duke of Guyenne, brother to 
Louis the eleventh, lies buried before te 
The adjaceut country, 
more peculiarly the © Pays de Medoc, 5 
which produces the fineſt claret, is e. 


high altar. 


ceedingly pleaſant; and at this ſeaſon, 


when the peaſants are all engaged in the 


vintage, it is one of the moſt delicious 


landſcapes in the world. My ſtay here 
will probably be ſome 92 8 longer. 1 


Meanwhile 1 remain, et e434 
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tion to have proceeded farther, but the 
to fend her little boy, who would conduct 
herſelf prepared a brace of partridges, - 


my return. I ſuffered myſelf to be per- 
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Left eee. laſt ſt Tueſday „ 


18 ſouthern bank of the Garonne, 
through the Bourdelois. I croſſed the 
river at Langon, a little town pleaſantly 
ſituate on its banks, and ſtopped in the 


evening at La Reole. It was my inten- 


0 

| 

1 

ing, and took the road to Agen, along . 
= ; 

I 

! 


landlady was too eloquent; ſhe offered : 
me over the ruins of the caſtle, while ſhe [ 
and the fineſt deſertin the world, againſt 


| ſuaded, and walked" out. The ſun had 
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8 get, but the ſky was in cio: and | | 

the air perfectly ſerene. The caſtle over 7 f = 2 
hangs the waters of the Garonne, an!! 
is reflected in its ſurface: Time has | 5 

crumbled many of the battlements into 
ruin, but enough yet remains to evince 
its former greatneſs. Catherine of Me- 
dicis reſided in it ſome time, during one 

of the journies which ſhe made into SN 
the ſouthern” provinces; . and Henry the 7 
fourth, then only king of Navarre, had 
here an interview with her, when he be- 
came enamoured of the beautiful Made- 
moiſelle dAyelle, one of ee maids or. 
We Ok W; 


| 1 dined the ne day at Gg 3 
On the hill above the town ſtands the _ v 5 
chateauof the celebrated duke d'Aiguillonn, 
who has lived to experience the molt, 
cruel reverſe of fortunes and, after hav- 
ing been the miniſte® and the favourite 
of Louis the fifteenth, is now ſentenced. 
to ſpend the remainder of his days, an 
exile in his own palace, without. power, 
and unaccompanied” even with that 
compaſſion,” which often waits on illuſ- 
1 8 ious 3 


us * 
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„ Europe. The hills are all covered 
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55 trious 3 in diſgrace, He bes been, 

| here already ſome months, happy, if 

royal vengeance purſue him no farther, 

and the ſtories of a Fouquet, or a Mare- 

chal d Ancre are not 1 Fragwodl 5 in 
him. | 1 5 | 


149335 ; 


1 5 3 * in 8 . 
The country through which I paſſed. | 
from Langon, where 1 croſſed the Ga- 
ronne, to the gates of that city, is luxu- 
rrious, and fertile beyond any L have ſeen - 


With vineyards to the fummit, and the 
>. vallies ſcarce require the induſtry of the 
peaſants to produce in plenty, whatever 

is neceſſary ro their ſubſiſtence. The 

* at this time is delicious; no 
marks of winter appear in any of The 
productions of nature. Cherry trees 


fg, acacia, poplar, and elms, are in fal 
verdure: In many places, where they | #1 


W 


border the road on either fide, the vines. £ 
have run up, and mingled their cluſters a 
among the boughs: This is truly -paſ- | 1 
toral. Milton, in his divine imagina f 


Ps could not . our firſt PINE 
in. 
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1 To wed her FE ; the round about him throws : 


che city of Agen. Behind it, to the | 
| north, riſes, a very high hill , taled “ Le 
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rb FRANCE & | 
in more delightful occupation, even in 5 a 
Paradiſe. — 1 
, e eee, 


« Her  marriageable arms; and with ber bringe + LM 
Her dower, th” 9425 9 to' adorn. ED, 
« His barren leaves N 5 


3 48 74 79 25 3 8. 
In the midſt of his 3 phase 1 7 
in a plain, cloſe to the Garonne, ſtands 


r de-la belle Vue. I'went upto 


the top, yvrhere there i is a convent. The 


chapel, and ſome of the adjoining celis 0 
are hollowed into the rock. It is ad „ 


theſe excavations are very antient. 
and were made many centuries ago by ' + 
ſolitaries or hermits, who retired here 

from motives of devotion and auſterity. 
The proſpect is enchanting, commande | I 
ing over the Condomoſs, Agenois, . 
Armagnac; beneath lies the city of be 5 


and through the meadows which ſur- 


round it, rolls the Garonne. A monk 


emed me the e of the con- 


+: ied | >", vent > 
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vent; i in the receſſes of: ihe FORT he 
led me to a ſpring, which i is never dry. 2 
and which he aſſured me had io 
opened by a miracle, at the interceſſion | 
pf ſome holy recluſe in ages paſt. Their | 
EW. little refeftory was hung with portraits 
e the ſame heroes, among which Was 
St. William duke of Aquitaine; and at 
_ the upper end, in golden. os on was | 
Written a kenden 8 7 „5 
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„ cen i is 2 very mean and dle ene 
1 bie place: The houſes are inelegant, 
| "the ſtreets narrow, crooked, and ditty. | 

I ſaw only one building in it, which ap- 

peared deſerving cutiofity ; ; it is a chapel | 

_ belonging to a nunnery of © armelites. 4 
I.nhe walls are èxquiſitely painted in e ela 

4 oblcuro and the deception of the roof, „ 

Which is executed in the ſame manner, is 

one of the fineſt to be imagined. The 

high altar is magnificent, and adorned | 

; with a- bainting, the ſubj ect of which is 

very intereſtirig: It. is a nun, ſinking under 

thetranſports of holy enjoyment.“ She 

k + -ogap e oF ee divine 

| N ee, 


f 
v. 1 


— 


— * * * "an W <=. 
- "a 5 * - % 
— 2 &\ 4. =o 
” z - 2 ; : * . & 2.2] * 2 * - Do — 
1 : * E 1 . 1 
5 ; 2 i FH — 
>; — 3 E 4 
- wh 0 4 
* a 2 
" Ld N 
= a 
$ Ly 
” 2 . \ 
5 — 1 - ** 
# 1 » 


THOU GR: FRANCE. 25 


2 af ber celeſtial lover, winheyes 
half cloſed, and arms exp anded.: Above, - 
deſcends -a radiant. RG. wah; looks 
of tenderneſs and pleaſure, ſurrounded _ 
with the [glories of ” ſkies,-too: trong I 
for mortal light. If it had not been a 5 I 
religious. edifice, I a ſuppoſec 
it to be the ſtory of Jupiter and Semele, 

to which it bears the apte ſt aan} OE. 
Near the lere in his MANN: 55 


CC 1 ALE WT 
15446 „ui gon-conatur Aer CC 
. 71 "OE. in Terris adumbrare 1 15 „ 
We" Carmel Filiz teptarunt,” EE 
1 Pr 1 Anno ſalutis e „ 
2 : 8 e 8 1793 LT TI EE + ee . 5 7 
Surely, * you 4 he = bg * 5 
hs ie jolie of a remark. we haye. often. RS 
made together, on the intimate alliance ; 
n love: and devotion between 5 : 
the religious and' amorous paſfion, when 
carried to an exceſs. The ſame enthu- . 
 faſm, the ſame metting_ language, the 1 
bonering delights, are cm. 


5 55 both. Love ſays er in 
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We are 40 to apprebend the con- 
en of a oung woman who has taken 
ihe veil to be very miſerable. Where 
convenienee, or chagrin, or melancholy, 
are the motives to it, I fully: coincide'1 
- that opinion but there are, I doubt not, 
who in the gloom o a convent, amid 


— 


des and crucifixes are yet ſupremely | 


happy. Married to a heavenly ſpouſe, 
and dedicated to the embraces of a ſus. | 
- Perior and inviſible. being, Enthuſiaſm | 
has ample room to exert her powers, and 
raiſe her votary above the Poor gratifica- | 
tions 'of earth. 535 
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o Toiſounds of heav "ly harps fie dies a, 
2 « *And melts i in viſions of eternal day.“ = 41 
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: Margaret of Valois, daughter of. Sleary - 
the ſecond of France, and wife to Henry 
the fourth, ſo renowned. for her genius, 
ber adventures, and her gallantries, kept 
her little court for ſome time at this city, 
during the civil wars which, deſolated 
France, and the quarrels which ſubſiſted 


The Agenois ; was part of the fine domain, 
. which, by the peace of Bretigni, in 1360, 


ed by the Black Prince. It followed the 


e Who eee it. from Nig. 


DURST +. 5 I 5 


=p Sti my journey {og 15 
e evening. At Layrac I once_ 
more croſſed; the Garonne. The paſ- 
lage is difficult, and ſometimes. dange- 
rous, the river being very rapid, 


ind running between high. banks. 
l ſtopt a few hours yeſterday. morning. 
nd at the city, of Leytoure!; As it is ſituate 
ain on a mountain, the acceſs to We 


ce, . . I. 1 "My: Carrie 
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was ceded to the crown of England, and. 
| _ conſtituted part of cho texhtarie een. | 


between her huſband. and brothers.— ' 


fate of Guyenne under Charles the d wer (> 
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alonle. Here, from't he 
e 1 bad ihe firſt! view the PV. 
renees, at the diſtance of ninety miles; 
their heads loſt in in clouds, and co | 
vered with eternal fne While J ſtost 
os on theſe ſtupendous mountains,” 
= Fenddeman "very Pelfteiy devofied ns, | 
and, feeing I was a ſtranger, offered me 
Es fervi s to ſhe me w thateve 
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ed 10 the Counts 6 of An: 2 
* hae; Seat vaſlals of the crown, and 
4 ſorerel \ princes in their on terito- 
| kn the fifth, = 
6: * pet to death in this city. T Hl. —_ 
«tory Vasvery d Fc his: 
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„„ reign; in 14 PA = 12 dhe PEG. of 4 
« ſiſters, Iſabella , was a princeſs of as: 
« common beauty and accompliſhments; =. 
« the Count conceiyed a paſſion for herp, 
6 and, unable to repreſa or extinguiſh. it, 
ee he; determined, in defiance of every = 
« obſtacle, to make her his wife. He 
< married; her publicly. The reigning 
0 Pope, ſcandaliſed at this inceſtuous 0 
union, "denounced againſt him a ſen -n 
e tence of excommunicaton; and Charles 
the ſeventh, king of France, prepared 
* to enforeę it by the ſeizure of his do· 
* minions. He ſent the N LE 8 A 
« wards Louis the eleventh, / into Ae. . 
. magnac, at the head of a body of 
forces. The unhappy Count, aban⸗ 
"MF doned: by his ſubjects, and "incapable © 
el reſiſtance, fled: to Fontarabia, car- 
© rying with him his beloved ſiſter. At 
ee the interceſſion of: the Count de 1 - 
he received his pardon, and was re- 
4 ſtored to his poſſeſſions. He returned, 
leaving the beautiful and unhappy | 
«* Tabella in Spain, where the died inn 2 
. "the: OR Ts ———Louis:the * 
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, 8 
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«6 * eleventh, 


« of uniting to the crown | hw up e fief. 
te) He declared war againſt him, and i 
« ©1473 an army, under the 'commanc 
de Beau ; was: ſent 


© « expand on ver hoo Manier terms, 
hong conti wed i is ons. 


2 Ian w in 1 865 ate at th 

i remitted his uſqal vigilance 

4. © ery. broke into the ov 
himſelf murdered in his f 

. e Which e 

* Louis 4 
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| Py "I Uſtened- to this adi ſtor y wi 
great attention When the gentleman 
had concluded it; he'cohdut 3 - | 
the brow-of the "mountain; where a are 1 


4 5 * — is \ 5 — 
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ſtill the remains of a cattle; «Jn his 


« fortreſs,” faid. be, (renewing: his diſ- 


& cource) the noble and. unfortunate * 


„ Marechal.de: Montmorenci was con 
« fined,” after the combat of Caſtlenau- 0 
6 dari, in 1632. 80 ajmable. Was his 


character, ſo general the attachment 


borne to him, and ſo. deteſted the 

Cardinal de Richleau his enemy, that 
the ladies of the place attempted by _ 
4 a ſtratagem to procure him his liberty. 


« They ſent. him as a preſent, a large 
& Pye, in which was concealed-a ſiken 
< Jadder-of ropes. He loſt no time in 
[66 endeavouring to profit of this inſtru- 


ment for his eſcape; and having fixed 


« it, the ſame. evening, to the window 


of his appartment, he ordered his 
4 valet to deſcend firſt, in the intetion | 
< following him; but the ſervant hay- _ 
« ing unfertünately miſſed his hold, 75 


« fel, and broke his thigh. The N 
« nels, alarmed at the cries he uttered, - 
ran to the ſpot, and intercepted bs: 


6 Marechal. He was EE: M „ 9 


N and put to death.” 6 
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ch pelt coftiabior quits me, bt 
| 1 continued my walk. - Leytoure | 
5 i; occupies a level ſpace of more than halt 
aà mile in circumference... The fortiflea: | 
Aba in many parts, are yet entire; ; and | 
_ the ſiruation, admirably calculated for 
- Aefence,” was probably the motive 


which induced the Romans to o * their f 
 telidence there,” VVV“ 
elt xj ſtoure at noon, and, | ; 
. laſt ENG the diſtapce being only L 

| Bve-and-twenty miles. This city is the 1 

5 Capital of Armagnac. Like the laſt, it : 
lies on the ſummit and declivity. « of a hill, | 0 
which deſcends very 1apidly on every | 0 
fide. Other hills riſe at a ſmall diſtance, Þ 
and inveſt 1 it round. Through the vale Mi 
below runs a rivulet, called the Gers. M © 
The inhabitants are about ſix thouſand; f 
the buildings modern and elegant; the 2 
ſtreets, though in. general narrow, yet "ry 
1 and well paved. In the centre = 
of the city. ſtands the cathedral. til © 
ode of the moſt magnificent | in France 82 
. 855 mn 7 


inferior, to, 525 W Halen 1 


archicpiſcgpal, amount annually ro ihre 


n 28.0 erg ae, cn as — 


The r are of equal Hearth, 8 and { — 


* 


* * WF, 2 — + * 5 oh. 1 2 
* 20 | 2 8211 Jer 85 t e i oS 


The ene of che. e Rh 5 1 


1 88 


n e e e Lbs, 19 5 „ 


| 15 * ag = A 


ae 9 boy 
RM ; Toun | 


* 44 1 


. — might ho wan, 5 Ihe On _ 
ith for oy 


portraits.” Among theſe, a fine head of > | 
the Cardinal, de Folignac drew, my at- 1 I 
teptiog. \Lhexe is .infinite genius ma ol. 


n the. countenance. A pale face; the 6 
contour. ovalz an aquiline noſe, and an 8 7 


eye looking forward into teu Over _— 
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evening, 3X by des, Wich i is the ca 
n r was to baye viſited 


to fam er its medicinal ba 183 8 
its firuation in he midſt of th e „ 

here Winter has already begun, ac 

which are covered. at wil time with foow, . St ol 

my deſign. a 

I ſpent a day at at Þ eres. de BigorrG. 
This place is ha 7 ce celebrated than. : 
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the former er. Tei is on] y Shae twelve das 
- diſtant from Farbes, and the road lies 
- Shhongh a rich vale, at the termination 


5 , of which, immediately under the Pyre- 


nean mountains, ſtands the town. It has 
been crowded with company during the 


ſummer, who are now. forſaking 1 it. No- 
thin ig can exceed the environs of Bag - 


neres in beauty. Even- at this ſeaſon, 
when nature is declining in gaiety, and 
the leaves begin to take the hue of gu- 


; 3 it yet retains a thouſand charms. 
The Py ſfrenees Which“ riſe above it, and 


. whoſe Craggy. ſarnrits are loſt in cloud: 4 
 form's an ob; Hiect the moſt auguſt ander moſt 


magnifſe icent ta be imagined; While on 


the other fi de. appear. fertile vallics co- 
vered with vines, and interſperſed” With 
hamlets.” There are many ſprigs near 
Bagneres, both warta*and'cotd, Which - 
iſſue out of the motintains, and are of 
difterent v virtues, Thoſe called“ Les bains | 
BY de ſalut,“ are the principal, about! hall 
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a mile from the place, and the wak 


to which, between the bills is Mon. | 
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0 -Þ cannot b but regret that STE year's 
too far advanced to permit me to ſpend 
ſome weeks among the Pyrenees. An 


admirer” of nature muſt find ample. ſab- „ 


ject for inveſtigation, and equal ſources 
of delight, amid the various extragrdi- IE 


nary ſcenes which preſent themſelves in EY 


this chain of rocks, ſtretching from the 
Atlantic to the Mediterranean. It would 
ſeem as if they were deſigned to forma 
barrier between France and Spain, which 5 
no union of blood or policy can ever ef- 
fectually ſurmount, notwithſtanding, the 

celebrated words of Louis the fourteenth | 
to his grandſon, when ready to ſet out 
for Madrid—< Mn ls, . n £4 a tat des 
" Fyreneeke!; ö 


* 4 


1 left Tarbes Wedneſday lat, e's got 
to Pau in fix hours, the diſtance not ex- 
ceeding thirty miles. The province of 
Bearn begins about a league from Tarbes, 
at the aſcent of a vey ſteep and lofty | hill, 
which digides it from Bigorre. The city + 


of Pau will be for ever memorable. N 
| hiſtory, : 
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hiſtory, fince it was the | Hi af - 
Henry the fourth. This immortal prince 
was born in the caſtle, then the reſidence 

. of the kings of Navarre. You will not 


- doubt that? viſited it with equal pleaſure . 


and accuracy. I; ſtands on one of the 
moſt romantick and ſingular ſpots I have 
ever ſeen, at the weſt end of the town, 
upon a rock which terminates perpendi- 
cular and abrupt. Below, runs the Cave, 
a river, or rather a torrent, that riſes in 
the Pyrenecs, and empties itſelf into the 
Adour. On the other fide, about two 
miles off, i is a ridge of hills, covered with ' 


4 


; 8 vineyards, which produce the Vin de 


* Jorenoon,” ſo much admired; and be- 

. Fond all, at the diſtance of nine leagues, 
appear the Pyrenees themſelves, covering 
| the horizon fiom eaſt to weſt, and hound-. 
ing the proſpect. The caſtle though now 

m a ſtate of decay, is yet habitable; and 
the apartments are hung with tapeſtry, 


ſaid to be the work of Jane queen " 


. and mother to Henry the fourth. | 

Gaſton the fourth, Count de Foix, Who 

married Leonora, heireſs of the crown of 
3 5 Ps © Navarre, 


1 


— * 
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Navarre, began the edifice in ra6ks but 
Henry d'Albret compleated and enlarged” 
it, about the year 1:19, when he made 
choice of Pad to reſide in; and where, 
during the reminder of his: reiga, he 
held his ktile court. „ 1 | 
15 a an which by i: 5 was 
formerly a room of ſtate, is a fine length 
portrait of that Jane whom I have juſt 
mentioned. Her dreſs reſembles. hole . 
in which our Elizabeth is uſually depice 
tured, and is very ſplendid. The head- 
dreſs is adorned with pearls; round her ? 
neck ſhe wears a ruff, and her arms, 
which are likewiſe covered With pearls, 
are concealed quite to the wriſt by her LD 
| habit. At her waiſt hangs a miniature 
portrait by a chain. The fingers of her 
right hand play on the ſtrings of a guittar; 
and in lier left ſhe holds an embroidered 
handkerchief. The painter has drawn 
her as young, yet not in the firſt bloom 
of youth. Her features are regular. It 
is a thin countenance, rather long; the 
eyes MING and the eyc-broys finely. 
| | arched. 
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W 11 er Lk is well ed a 
large; and her mouth pretty. She was 
a great princes, of high ſpirit, and un- 
daunted magnanimity. Her memory is 
not cheriſned by the French, bo 

ſhe was the protectreſs of the Hunan 
and the friend of Coligni ; but WE actions | | 


| 1 of her k *. en her wart. 


welt 


101 one - of the adjoining 3 is. 


| ee Portrait of Henry the fourth, as 
- 5p boyz and on the. ſecond floor, is che. | 


apartment in which he was born; The 


Particulars of his birth are in themſelves 
bo curious, and as relating to ſo gicarkad 
good a prince, are ſo peculiarly. intereſt- | 
ing, that I doubt not you will forgive my 
enumerating them, even though you 


ſhould have ſeen them elſewhere, —His 


mother Jane had already loſt two ſous, 


the duke de Beaumont, and the count 
de Marle. Henry d'Albret, her father, 
anxious to ſee an heir to his dominions, 
enjoined her, when ſhe accom panied her 
huſband, Anthony of Bourbon, to the 
. wars Nag Pi icard y, if ſhe became wich- child, 


1 } 3 


dleſirous to ſeg her father s will, which he 
kept 1 ma golden box; and he promiſed to 
put it into her hands, provided ſhe ad- 
mitted of his being preſent at her delivery, 
and would, during the pains of 27 
ſing a ſong in the Dearnois language. She 
had- courage enough to perform cis un- 
ulſual requeſt; and the king being called 
down on the news of her illneſs, (he imme- 
diately ſung a Beurnois ſong, beginning, 88 
Notre Dame, du bout du pont, aidez mot _ 
« en cette heure.” As ſhe finiſhedit, Hen 
ry was born. The king inſtantly performed 
oy Nes by Saag her the box, toge- 
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to return to Pau, eo ne in; as he would 


himſelf ſuperintend the education of the 


infant, from the moment of its birth. He 


threatened to diſinherit her, if ſhe failed 
to comply with this injunction. The | 
princeſs, in obedience to the kings com- 
mand, being 1 in the ninth month of her 5 
pregnancy, quitted - Compiegne in the 
end of November, traverſed all France in 
fifteen days, and arrwed at Pau, where 
ſht was delivered of a ſon, on the thir- 


tenth of December, 1553. She was 


tber 
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Rey ther with! a nder chain, which be RY "1 
about her neck; and taking the infant 


into his own apartment, he began by 

making him ſwallow ſome drops of wine, 
and rubbing his lips with a root of garlic. | 
The manner of his being brought up was 


5 fimilar, and almoft unexampled in a prince. 
_ He was ſent to the caſtle of Coarace in 
T Bearn; where, without any regard to hie 


quality, he uſed to run about with the 


children of the, neighbouring peaſants, | 


barefooted and. barcheaded, even in the ſe- 


verity of winter. This formed his bady'to 
fatigue and hardſhip; for the exerciſe of 
which he had no little occaſion during his 
future life, in the long wars with Hehry 
the third and the duke of Mayenne. They. - 
ſtill ſhew a tortoiſeſhellwhich ſerved him for 


5 and 1 is preſerved on chat account.” | 


e of the fovereigns of Na varre 5 


a reſided and died in the caſtle of Pau. 
Francois Phoœbus who mounted the throne 
in 1471, expired here in 1483. He was 


only. ſixteen years. of age, his mother be- 


ing 3 The — King, who was 


 palionarely . 


+ I | 
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calſioniutaly: fond of muſtc, having u- | 
en up a flute, had no ſooner applied it 


to his mouth, than he felt himſelf ſtruk 
with a poiſon ſo violent, that he died in 
two hours. This murder was: attributed. 


w Pest 8 Arragen, a man whoſe 


character juſtified the worſt imputations, 


and who ſeized on the kingdom ſoon af- 


ter. Catherine de Foix ſucceeded her 


brother Francois Phcebus. She married 


John d'Albret; and was the laſt real 
queen of Navarre, only an empty title 


having remained to her ſucceſſors. She 
died of grief for the leſs of her dominions, 


which was: chiefly cauſed by the incapa- 


city and cowardice of her huſband. Her 
reproach to him was very poignant; | 

Dom Jean,” faid ſhe, «fi nous fuſſions 
c n6s, vous Catherine de Foix, et mei 
Dom Jean d' Albret, nous weurions | . 7 


* mais perdu la Navarre!” e 
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N SEP tity; well bull 1 
contains near ſix thouſand inhabitants} it 
is a ben ny. _—_ owed its form- 
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0 T he country from Pau to Orthez moſtly © 


level, finely cultivated, arid/abounding i in 


vines. The peaſants ſpeaka j Jargon un- 


5 8 intelligible. even to the French. Their 
(Gels 100 differs very much from 


worn in Guyenne, and. both i that and 


mo 0 omplexions bear a ręſemblance to 
the Spaniſh ——This place is a city and 
5 aa but the meaneſt, I believe, in 
© France... The cathedral is a wretched 
edlifice, very barbarous, very ancient, 
and very ruinous. I expected eto have 
Found: ſome monuments of the kings of 
Navarre in it; but have been diſappointed, 
The. remains of the caſtle are very noble. 
Its ſituation is fine, on a hill, command- 
ing the town of Orthez, and a great ex- 
8 len of country. The people call it“ Le 
4 Chateau de la Reine een N decauſe 
that queen refidedꝭ in it, during many 
Se in preference to Pau. Some of the 


** 


apartments, 


Fd 


THROUGH FRANCE. 1760 


apartments, though in ruins, ny! yet 


be entered. The princeſs Blanche, daugh- 


3 E r 


ter to John king of Arragon and Navarre, 5 1 1 


| was ſhut up, and died here. Her brother 


being dead, ſhe became heireſs to the 
crown; but her father having delivered BE: 
her into the hands' of her younger ſiſter 
Leonora, counteſs of Foix, ſhe confined 


her in the caſtle of Orthes, and after an 
impriſonment of two _ cauſed her t 


be p in e Ya 1 * 
1 5 * ; 21 nf, , * 


Hiſtory; Fg in. eulen commence- 
ment to the preſent century, preſents 
only a frightful picture of maſſacres, per- — 
fidies, and crimes, at which humanity re- 
coils. We find ambition. and ſubtlety al- 
moſt always triumphant, while i innocence; 
and the moſt amiable qualities, unleſs acc 
companied with vigour and capacity, 
uſually conduct their unhappy poſleflors - 
to violent or ignominious exits ——But 1 
have done with reflections. It is late, and 
[ſet out to-morrow for Bayonne. Froba- 
bly from thence; I may "ſend you! 3 


concluſion of this letter. 
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Continued my journey laſt Sunday 
morning. The Pays de Bearn is 2 
fine country, abounding in acclivities, 


an 4 induſtriouſſ) cultivated. e ; | ©. 
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I arrived at this city in i the afternoon. 
It is one of the moſt agrecably ſituate in 
France, at'the*conflux of two rivers, che 
Adour and the Nive. The firſt is ſcarce 
leſs conſiderable than the Thames oppo. 

L mbeth, and acroſs it is a | 
bridge, which joins the place to a ſuburb! 
called" Le Fauxbourg' du St. - Eſprit” | 
The Nive, which is ſmall, and riſes i in the 
Pyenecs, interſects the centre of * oi Þ 
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and reſembles'one of the canals in Hel- 
land. Advantageous as this ſituation ap- 
pears for commerce, that of Bayonne is 
not only. inconſiderable, but diminiſnes 


yearly. The entrance into the Adour, 
which'is about four miles below the town, 
is rendered both difficult and hazardous 


from the ſands which have collected, and 
form a bar acroſs the mouth. Superadded 


to this inconvenience, the neighbourhood 


of Bourdeaux draws to it moſt of thoſe- 
articles of trade formerly exported from 


ence; and ſo rapidly have both the com- 


merce and population declined, that the 
former is reduced to the ſhadow of what 


it once was, and the number of inhabi- 


tants has decreaſed within theſe laſt 
twelve years from twenty-one thouſand 
to hardly ten thouſand. It is-notwith- 
ſtanding a very agreeable place of teſi- 


dence, and furniſhes in profuſion all the 
requiſites for human life. Wild fowl is 


in prodigious: plenty, and the flavour ex- 

_ cxedingly delicate. The ſea and river 

ſupply excellent fiſh.” The << Vin de Cap 

« Breton,” and the Vin d'Anglet,“ : 
| L EE: - Wn 
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which are made in the a countthy 
infinitely exceed the miſerable claret 
drank all over this part of the kingdom, 
and are ſold at eight ſous a bottle, They 
arc ſurrounded with woods, which render 
fuel one of the cheapeſt articles, and the 
climate itſelf is delicious, though the ex- 
treme vicinity of the Pyrenean mountains 
| eee the cold in winter. : 
The buildings of the city a are in gene- 
| ral.in an antique taſte ; and ſome of the 
ſtreets, like thoſe of La Rochelle, have 


porticos on either ſide; but the © Place 


de Grammont“ on the bank of the 
Adour is adorned with very elegant mo- 
dern houſes, and public edifices. On an 
eminence in the midſt of the town ſtands 
the cathedral. I could gain no other in- 
telligence from the inhabitants reſpeCting 
its conſtruction, except that the Engliſn 
erected it during the time they were 
maſters of Bayonne, - It is a venerable 
Pile; and, to judge from the ſtyle and 
ornaments of the various parts, cannot 
be AE than 1350. . have made 7 
Bi 
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ral viſits' to it, in hopes of diſcovering 


ſomè tombs or monuments: of a antiquity; 


but there is not any things except the re- 
lics of St: Leo, who was put to death! here 


in 907, and whole bones are preſerved i in 


a f. ſplendich ins over the high Share, | 5 


27 
11. S 
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tier place, is very ill fortified, >the ram- 


parts and foſſes being equally neglected. 
On the north fide of the Adour, Louis the 
fourteenth cauſed a citadel to be con- 

ſtructed by Vauban, on a hill which com- 


mands the town, and there are al- 


ways about a thouſand ſoldiers kept here 
in garriſon... Till the year 1193, this 
city and a conſiderable territory round it 
was governed by its on Viſequnts: The 
Engliſh rendered. themſelves. maſters of 


it under the reign of Richard the firſt, 
andretained the poſſeſſion. till 145 1, W when 
Charles, the ſeventh's victorious arms an- 
nexed it to the crown, of France. It has 
never ſince been retaken, though Philip 


| the third and fourth, of Spain na er 


An attempt upon it. ES 11215 Ven 


Ls: F<, The 
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The « common people a are le 98 
the name of the province in which Bay- 
onne is ſituate, © Baſques.”.. Their dreſs | 
is peculiar to themſelves. The women 

comb the hair up on the crown of their 
heads, and cover it with a ſort of cap ex- 
actly reſembling a little turban. This 
has no inelegant effect. The complexions 
of both ſexes are darker conſiderably 
than in Guyenne, and they ſpeak a jar- 
gon called the Baſque, whieh has ſcaree 
any affinity either. with the French, 7 
niſhn, has even a the 8 00 qialect. 


11 hed 1 5 intention, before. 1 PE 
| * of viſiting Pampelona, in the Spa- 
niſh Navarre; but the advanced ſeaſon, 
8 the Pyrenean mountains, which render it 
very difficult to paſs even in the ſmalleſt 
two-wheeled carriage, and above all, the 
mortality among the cattle, which has 
| reigned a conſiderable time in this and 
the adjoiving provinces, are ſuch inſuper- 
able obſtacles as Wa me to e 
"my * 135 
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At this city my journey to the ſouth- 
ward terminates, and to-morrow I ſet 
out for Toulouſe, I am under a deer 
of taking the ſame. route by which I came ” 
as far as Auſch, there being no other 
poſt-road | in this part of France. I ſhall 
write as I proceed. Adieu! 


pt, 1 Ne 
* — 3 #$ * : 
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Tooulouſe, 8th November, 1775. 


; 1 country from Bayonne to the 
paſſage of the Adour, is: heathy,. 

woody, and ſterile, neither well peopled 
nor cultivated in compariſon with moſt 
parts of Bearn, and Bigorre. I got to 
Orthez in the evening. The ſun had ſet, _ 
but after the fineſt day imaginable: I 
- walked out, and prompted by a remain- 
ing curioſity to look once more at the ru- 
ins of the caſtle, I aſcended. the hill on 
which it ſtands, and ſpent a few minutes: 
within the walls. The gloom of night 
began already to ſhade the chambers, 
and ſpread an awful melancholy through 
the whole edifice, | As I paſſed out of 


the: 


the great gateway into the road on my 


in the Pare d' Henri quatre.“ This is 


4 
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return to the inn, an old peaſant met me 
and with infinite fimplicity aſſured me, 
that it was already paſt the hour when 
the inhabitants ventured into the caſtle, 
becauſe the apparition of a princeſs who 
had been murdered in it, walked at night; „ 
and that he himſelf when young had ſeen 
and heard things very unuſual, and very 
terrifying, in the great tower. This tra- 
dition of a murdered princeſs is certainly - 
that of the unfortunate Blanche, whom T 
mentioned before; and was one of thoſe 
cataſtſtrophes which naturally give birth 
among the credulous and ſuperſtitious 
multitude to tales of nee ng 3 al 
their train n of horrors, 1 5 | 


I died at t Pay, a calle fo eme time 


a beautiful wood, overhanging the Gave, 
and terminating ata point, from whence 

is an extenſive and romantiz proſpect.” As 

Henry, while he held his court in Bearn,, 
Vas fond of this ore, it Wan; retained his 
name. e . 
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| As "4 . 15 b Turbess on my re- 
turn. The town ſtands in the midſt of 
a finely. cultivated plain, but contains no 
"Hi Ke en tertainment or eee in 
itſelf. OE M OP 6 0 


8 * firſt, at 5 0 md of 
his ſiſter Margaret with Henry d'Albret, 
gave her the Armagnac and. Bigorre as a 
dowry; and that celebrated princeſs, #0 1 
well known ſor her genius and writings, 
died at the. Chateau d'Odos, 5 "ſe „ 
| on fr rom: Tarbes, in 549. 3 
ix croiſed: all- Roms” to this ci | 
wa arrived here the third of November, 
Toulouſe is the moſt diſagreeable and ill 
built place I have ſeen in France. It i is 
a. vaſt labyrinth, compoſed. of ſtreets ſo 


Crooked, narrow, and winding, that it 


requires a clue to conduct a ſtranger thro” 
them. No ſquares, or public places adorn- 


ed with elegant buildings, as at Nantes 


or Bourdeaux, tho' it equals: this laſt 
in ae. Talmoſt accuſe myſelf fo for have” 
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ing remained fix days i in a , city, which 
preſents ſcarce any thing to the ehe or 


underſtanding; and where the imagina- 


tion cannot even receive that pleaſing. 
ſenſation which reſults from viſiting the 
ſpot where great actions have been per- 
formed in paſt ages. The annals of 


Toulouſe, are marked with little beſides 


acts of cruelty or ſuperſtition; the death 
of a dae eee we the execution 70 
a Calas. 8 3 Cr Fe ; 8 5 73 e 1 's a Es, 1 Fi. "= 
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The ed 1s bs no neee a & file - 
did pile of architecture. It was erected; 


by Raymond the ſixth about the year 


1200. You wall recollect that Languedoc = 
was governed during ſeveral centuries by 

counts. Jane, the daughter and heireſs: . 
of Raymond the. fate Was married to 


„ a $4 EAT 38 


by the death of thels two. Princes, ne 5 


expired within a few days of each other: 
at Savona in Italy, immediately after St. 
Louis 8 miſerable cruſade and ſiege of 
Tunis, the county of Toulouſe was united 
to the crown of Eragcein 1271. P 5 
„ The 
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- Phe „ bees lese . | hole rhei 4 
often mentioned under Henry the 955 
is in the church © de grands Auguſtins“ 
This grave magiſtrate became amorous 
of che ſecond Margaret, queen of Na- 
varre, and ſacrificed, as hiſtory declares, 
at the treaty of Nerac, his public duties 
to his attachment for chat princeſs. In a 
hiſtory of this city which I procured on 
my arrival, a curious annecdote occurs 
relating to Margaret. Catherine of 
 Medicis, ſa ys the author, after the confer- 
enck of Nerac, retired to Toulouſe, carry- 
ing with her the queen of Navarre, W 
was tired of her huſband and chagrined 
at his amours. The court, deſpairing * 
of the queen of France's pregnancy, who | 
had been married five years to Henry the 
third, was very defirous that Mar garet 
might have children. Catherine her mo- 
| ther, ever addicted to aſtrology, having 
| heard that there reſided at Caſtelnaudari,. 
a woman famous for her ſkill in telling for- 
tunes, and priing into futurity, went thi-. 
ther with her 1 to conſult this 
« Diſcure 
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Diſeure 865 bonne aventure.” os 5 


Bm princeſs was ſtibmitted-in a ſtate 1 nu- 
4 dity to the old woman's inſpection, who 
3 examined all the parts of her perſon with 

1 extreme accuracy, and particularly thoſe 

. on which her judgment muſt natural © 

f depend. She then returned” this plain 
+ WH anfver to the queen, with certain medi- 
3 cines which ſhe had compoſed, & Madame, _ 

| 1 « votre fille eſt d'une tres bonne conſti- 
5 c *tution et je me promets un bon ſucces . 

f « de mon remede, pourvu quelle puiſſe . 
5 Won” ſur elle de-ſe tenir chafte, tout le- 
a « tems qui eſt marque dans le regime; 
1 car j apprends que vous tes mere det 
EF * fille de grandes coureuſes. Bui Margaret, 
WW whoſe conſtitution was of the moſt ama- 

ö rꝛous nature, found too great a difficulty . 

ö in ſubmitting to a preſcription which 


precluded her thoſe ' pleaſures ſhe 
= loved; nor could the perſon conſulted 


Preſerving » her credit, than by laying 
= her royal patient under an injunction, 
| which the knowledge the had of her cha- 

. racter 
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'- WO have. found- out any better means of | 
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ſome internal commerce 
pu ga canal cut to join 


T 


Ne acrok rv <a an e 
This communication is however of little 
advantage to the place, which owes all 
its gaiety to the parliament, and the Pro- 
vincial nobleſſe, who reſide here in winter. 
I leave it thi afternoon, and am, mean- 
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ept at Caſtlenaudari, which is near 
| forty Tek diſtant : It is a tolerable town, 
and ſituate on the royal canal, The Sa- 
racens who.conquered this part of France 


4 n nee ih ee 17756. 


12 Quitted Toutouſe laſt Thurfdaj, 4 
fl 


during the decay of the empire, are ſaid 


to have been its founders. About half a 
mile from it, in a hollow valley Between 
two riſing grounds, is the ſpot where the 
unfortunate duke of Montmorenci, co- 


vered with wounds, and thrown from his 


horſe, was taken priſoner. I lamented as 
| ſtood on it, the fate of ſo good and ami- 
able a prince. He was the Ruſſel of Fi rance, 
who fell a ſacrifice to the ſtern and unre- . 

MS eue 
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a pets of Rieke The Sean 
of that Montmorenci, Who expired in 
arms for the defence of the monarchy, at 
ſeventy- ſeven years of age; ſon to „ 
d' Ams ille, conſtable under Henry the | 
© fourth; he himſelf of a character the moſt. | 
FO ' Hlevated, munificent, and benevolent; leſs. | 
_ guilty, even in his oppoſition to govern- - | 
ment, than Gaſton duke of Orleans; and, 

__ thorgh enemy of the miniſter, guiltleſs of 

_ rebellion againſt his ſovereign, —How : 
ny, circumſtances to extenuate his 

crime]. I cannot but regard this execu- 
tion as one of thoſe which tarniſh in the | 
higheſt degree the great name of Rich- 
len and, amid all the ſplendor of bis ae. 


2 force us to abhor the fn. 


yr 
+5 2 


> —. 


It is about twenty-five ien fett Gal: 
1 to C arcaſſonne, where Iſtaid tile 
remainder of the day, Carcaſſonne eonſiſts 
of two diſtinct cities, ſeparated by the little _ 
river Aude. Themoſtancientof theſez called 
La Haute ville,” ſtands on the ſummit / 
of a hill; the lower town which is in the 
che plain, is of ſuperior ſize, and both are 


ſurroundedwith Gothic walls, en 
5 e an 
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and turrets, in the moſt perfect rele- 
ation. This place bore a conſiderable. 
ſhare in that celebrated cruſade under- 
taken. againſt the Albigeois in the begin- 
ing of the thirteenth century, and which 


— of the moſt aſtoniſhing diſplays 
of ſux perſtition and' groſs barbarity to be 


found. in 406 e of 0 world's 


* During? thy: reigns of the laſt th of 
the Carlovingian race, when the royal 
power was nearly annihilated- by their 
weakneſs, moſt of the cities in Languedoc 
erected themſelves into little independent 
ſtates, governed by. their own princes. 
Carcaſſony was under the dominion of 


Viſcounts. At the time when Pope Innocent 


the third patronized and commanded the 
commiſſion of hoſtilities againſt theſe un- 


| happy perſons, Raymond, the reigning. 


Viſcount, was included in the number. 
Simon de Montfort, general of the army 


of the church, inveſted the city in 1209. 


Terrified at the fate of ſeveral other places 
where tlie moſt horrible maſſacres had 


been committed the inhabitants de- 


"INS Bi | manded © 
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grace was only extended to them under a 
condition, equally cruel, unparalleled, and 
incredible, if the unanimous teſtimony of 
all the cotemporary writers did not force 
us to believe it. The people found in 
the place, were all obliged- without dif- 
tinction of rank or ſex, to go out perfe&tly 


naked; Agnez the Viſcounteſs, was not 


exempted tho young and beautiful, from 
this igoominous and ſhocking puniſhment. 


On les fit ſortir tout nuds de la Ville de 


Carcaſſonne (ſays an ancient author) 
afin qu'ils receuſſent de la honte, en 
1 ces parties du corps que la 

<« purete de la langue n'exprime. Point, 
W deſquelles ils avoient abuſe et s'en 
« Etoient ſervis dans des crimes execra · 
« ples. It ſeems by this, that the Albi- 
geois were accuſed by their enemies of 
ſome enormities, probably feigned; and 
ſimilar to thoſe which religious enmity. 
and prejudice has attributed to the fol- 


lowers of Zinzendort i in the preſent cen- | : 
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Narben the country from Toulouſe to 
the gates of that city is very unpleaſant; Y 
it is a plain, open, naked, and in many 
parts, barren; ſcarce a tree is to be ſeen, 
except olives, and thoſe neither large nor 
numerous. Oa one hand appear the Py- 
renees at a conſiderable diſtance; and on 

the other, the chain of rocks, called tjhe 
Black Mountains, which divide Langue- 


doc from the province of Rouergue. The FS 


weather: was. cold, and I found it difficult 
to procure a miſerable fire made of vine 
twigs and roots of olives. The popula- 
tion is very thin likewiſe, and the appear- 
ance of every thing bleak and inhoſpitable. 

I went about a league out of the road near 
Carcaſſonne, to a little town called Trebe, 
where the canal piſſes over the river Aude, 
and got to aue in the after noon. 


1 muſt. own Jn was azinfinitely SiGpooiare 5 
in that city, which retains ſcarce any veſ- 
tiges of its ancient grandeur. Narbonne, 
which FOmes to the My remote anti- 
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1 quity 2 7 the Celtic kings, in ages pre- : 
vious to the Ri 
der theſe latter maſters, gave its name to 
all the © Gallia Narbonenſis, and was a 


man conqueſts; which un- 


colony. of the firſt conſideration, is now 
dwindled to a wretehed, ſolitary tou in, con- 


teining ſcarce eight thouſand perſons, of 


whom three-fourths are prieſts and wo- 


men. The ſtreęts and buildings are mean 
and ruinous: It has a communication With 


the Mediterranean, from which it is about 
- threeleaguesdiftant by a ſtmall river which 
interſects the place; but their commerce 
is very limited, and chiefly conſiſts in 
ſome grain which they export to Cette 
and Marſeilles. No marks remain of Ro- 


man magnificence, except ſeveral inſcrip- 


tions in different parts of the city; and 
if the churches did not keep employed 


ſome hundred: eccleſiaſtics, Who are oc u- 
pied in the ſalutary and beneficial duties 


of chanting requiems and vel] pers, it would 
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by Charlemagne, but the preſent cathe- 
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0 dral 18 W more modern ; only aka choir 
remains, which is in the fineſt ſtyle of the 
Gothic edifices. In the center, before 


the high altar, is the tomb of Philip the 


Bold. It is compoſed of white marble: 
The king is repreſented in an extended - 
poſture, his head repoſing on a cuſfion 
podered with fleurs de « 3p The face 


is that of a man in the prime of life, the 
features regular and pleaſing; he has a 


beard on the upper lip and chin, and his 
hair floats in Sreat quantity on his neck. 
In his right hand is the dalmatique, re- 


ſembling a paſtoral ſtaff; and in the left; 
he ws. a ſeeptre, and the ſcales of juſtice, 
He has a regal crown onchis head, and 


his feet reſt ona lion. Behind in the old 


black wein gene een e f 8 PEAS 
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ex ent ; 75 bilippi, | * # 15] 7 I 5 
775 « « quondam Francorum Regis, . 

*< oy Pilii beati Ludovici, 

Wo 5 Perpignani calida Febre 

e ab hae Luce migravit, Fs £6 
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1 inay es recollect cnt Pho 
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died atforty-five years of age, on his re- 


turn from an ill concerted and unfortu- 
nate expedition againſt the king of Arra- 
gon. The body was brought here From, - 
Perpignan, and the bones having been 
ſeparated by boiling water from the nah, 
were carried to 280 Denis and HY 


there. e e SORE e * 5 
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a The dicance | fam Aa: to Reef 
oo city is twenty. miles. The mountain of 
Mlalpas, which was cut throu ugh, to admit 
the paſſage of the royal Canal, lies only 
a mile out of the road. It was — 
to paſs ſo extraordinary a work without 
viſiting it. The effect produced on tbe 


ſpectator is ſublime in the higheſt degree: 5 
A large flight of ſteps at either end, per- 


mits gratifying o uriofity by the minuteſt 
ſurvey of it. I deſcended into the exca - 
vation, and walked through the moun- 
| tain along the fide of the canal. The 
length of it, is exactly two hundred and. 
ten paces, or more e than ſix hundred feet; 
„ ad 
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2 4 the n th from the 
water to the ſurface of the Fe 4 
earth, is two hundred and two feet. | 
great part of the mountain has r | 
_ vaulted at a vaſt expence, in the appre- 
henſion of its falling, from the prodigious 
weight; and the annual repairs neceſfary- 
to it amount to a large tum, The breath 
of the canal itſelf. is at leaſt twenty feet; 
and though the diſtance hollowed through 
the ground is ſo conſiderable, yet the light 
is perfectly admitted. This was the 
greateſt obſtacle to the completion of the 
junction of the two ſeas; and its execu-: - 
tion has immortalized the famous Riquet, = 
whom Louis the fourteenth employed in - 
the enterprize. He was made Count de 
Caraman, 75 his deſcendants {One I 
the tte... |” STI ns wh 

I arrived Rs laſt 1 . Beers is an 
opulent and conſiderabſe city, containing 
above twenty thouſand inhabitan ts, and 
dated in a delicious country. It covers 
al the ſides of a very ſteep and lofty hill, 
5 Wo the higheſt point o which is built the 

IP 4 cathedral. 
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7 cathedral. At ths foot rolls the hn | 
Orbe. The proſpect is extenſive and 
beautiful, bounded to the north by moun- | 
tains, and terminated on the ſouth by the 


Mediterranean. It is accounted ohe of 
the moſt plentiful and eligible places of 
reſidence in the kingdom, al the neceſſi· 
ries and elegancies of the table being pro- 
Kanne, and at the moſt moderate N 


Deen is faith to hive 1 a * 8300 

« Romana,” and uſed by them as a place 
* arms. The ſiege was one of the moſt 
memorable and bloody which happened 
during the cruſade againſt the Albigenſes. 
The garriſon defended it with Jeter- | 


"mined bravery; and every other means 


being unequal to their reduction, it was 
reſolved to ſtorm it. The papal Nuncio, 
aſſiſted by Guſman the Spaniard, better 
known under the name of St. Dominic, 
exhorted the troops to behave with cou- | 
rage in this pious  enterprize; and pro- 


miſed them remiſſion from all their 


offences. After a long and obſtinate ; 
. the ws was' entered by the vic- 
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torious ſoldiery, who madacred; in cold 
blood, ſixty thouſand of. the wretched 
inhabitants, without diſtinction of ſex, 
rank, or age, and afterwards reduced it 


to aſhes. I leave it to your own generous 


and feeling mind, to make the natural 
reflections on this horrid cataſtrophe. I 
fear to permit myſelf to comment on ſuch 
an event, to which there are but too many 
ſimilar in the hiſtory of the Romiſfſi 
church. The form of that religion is doubt- 


leſs unhappy and deſtructive to the human 


race, which nouriſhes in its eſſence the | 
ſeeds of theological controverſy, and me- 


_ taphyſical ſubtilties; which, though cou- 
temptible in themſelves, receflarily pro- 


duce that ſpirit of intoleration and perſc 


cution, that uniform experience proves to 


be the certain conſequence of a difference 


in opinion on ſacred ſubjects. Happy 
the Romans and the Greeks, who eſta- 


bliſhed no cruſades to convert the pro- : 


vinceg they ſubdued! who maſſacred nd 
people for their adherence to the ſuper- 
ſtition of their anceſtors, who knew no 


points of K&holaſtic or polemical divinity ; 3 


. 5 
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but with open arms received the Re” of 


the conquered nations, and admitted Its, 
and the dog Anubis, to a place in Abe 
pte of Jupiter eee 73 5 et 


| = BY "a Black EBay lad Rege to 
Beziers in 13857 but without ſucceſs. He 


Tavaged all this part of Languedoc, and 


Advanced even as far as Fabrigues, a 


Iittle town at two leagues diſtant from 


Montpelier. There he halted; and whe- 
ther from an apprehenſion of being inter- 


cepted in his retreat, or his army being 


ſatiated with booty, began his march back. 


He burnt the ſuburbs of Narbonne and 
Carcaſſonne on bis way, f. pread terror 
through all the neighbouring. Provinces, 
and brought his ſoldiers in —— to 
ee laden 0 1 0 


| The athedrel contains wochen re- 
markable, except the tomb of Blanche-of 
France. Philip of Valois, her father, be- 
came enamoured, at the age of fifty-ſix, of 
Blanche d Evreux, the moſt beautiful: prin- 
- eels in Europe. She Was _only- ſixteen 
Ex. - years 


W 
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years old; 1 this diſproportion did not 
prevent the nuptials. The King enjoyed 
his bride a very ſhort time; he died the 
enſuing year, of the ſame diſeaſe which 


proved fatal to Louis the twelfth, and to 
Don John, ſon to Ferdinand and Iſabel 


of Spain. The queen was left with child, 
and lay in ſome months afterwards of the 
princes Blanche. When ſhe had attained * 
her twentieth year, ſhe was betrothed to 
the Count of Barcelona, and died at this. 


city, on her, Journey into Catalonia. 3 


9 lai 1 this afternoon. Ne- 
while, adieu „„ 


— 
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e * on the hos 
| Turk, 21ſt en * 


place of reſideuce. 1 Raid: there 


four days, and quitted it with extreme 


regret. The town itſelf is by no mea 


handſome, the ſtreets being almoſt all 
narrow, and badly laid out; but Nature 
ſeems to have choſen the hill on which it 


ſtands, to enrich with her choiceſt favours. 
The aſcent is eaſy and gradual on every 


fidez-and the ſtates of Languedoc have 


ornamented the ſummit of it at a vaſt ex- 


pence, in a manner where taſte and mag- 


| nificence are equally blended. 
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-ONTPELIER is a delicious 
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cannot deſcribe, though I ſtudied it every 
day with an enthuſiaſtic pleaſure. Ra- 
phael's pencil, or Lorraine s, might paint 
it, but even Shakſpeare's colouring muſt 
do injuſtice to its beauties. The vales 
of Languedoc, covered with olives, or laid 
out in vineyards, are contraſted with rude- 
rocks to the north, and die away into the: 
ſea to the ſouth. Though winter has. 
almoſt ſtripped the trees of their verdure, 


there is nothing. melancholy _ or deſart. 


which preſents: itſelf to the eye. A ſky 
ſerene and. unclouded, an invigorat-- | 
12g ſun, a keen and whole ſome air, 

ſpread a gaiety over November itſelf, 


which here is neither accompanied witty: 


fogs nor rain. Montpelier has notwith- 


| ſtanding loſt, within the(e thirty years, 


that vogue which conduces more to the 
ſupport of a place, than any real adyan-- 
tages it may. poſſeſs in point of ſalubrity; 


and the number of ſtrangers who viſit ĩt 
from that motive 4s diminiſhed annually. 


Some trade 18 ſtill carried on by a ſmall 
— i * 3 | river, 


2 
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river, called the Les, which empties itſelf 
into the ſea, about a league off; but the 
' Mediterranean has been retiring” theſe 
three centuries from the whole coaſt of 
Languedoc and Provence. Frejus, be- 
tween Toulon and Antibes, where the | 
Emperor Auguſtus laid up his gallies after 
the battle of Actium, is now an inland 


a 
=} | 
Wor babes ics this. ankes 
brated interview of Charles'the fifth- and 

_ Francis-the firſt at Aigues-mortes.. It is t 

- at preſent half a league from the ſhore, 
i and has, of conſequence, loſt all its anci- 
; 

\ 

y 

t 


ent commerce, which was very extenſive. 
This event, which took place early inthe 
< laſt. century, induced the Cardinal de 
Richlieu, ever attentive to the grandeur 
and emolument of the tate, to conftrud 

a port at Agde, which he effectd. The 
remedy was only temporary, as the cauſe 
ſtill ſubſiſted; and before the year 1670 n 
Agde was rendered almoſt uſeleſs. Colbert f 
then -undertook to build the town of t 
Cons, at which > place all the c 
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brought! down the royal canal might be 
exported, and the province of Languedoc 
ſupplied with a port, of which otherwiſe 
it is totally deſtitute. A gentleman here 
has aſſured me, that the neceſſity alone 
of having a maritime town at the mouth | 
of the canal, has hitherto prevented Cette | 
from ſhaving the fate of its predeceſſors, 
as the annual expence of clearing tie 
harbour amounts to a hundred thouſand — -| 
livres; and even theſe precautions cannot — | 
hinder the ſand from obſtructing the 8 — 
trance, and forming a bar acroſs it, in a 
ſeries of years. Montpelier owes its chief 
elevation to this very circumſtance. The 
epiſcopal ſee was originally at Ma- 
guelonne, a place on the ſea-ſhore ; but 
which declining, from the retreat of the 
water, Pope Paul the 12 transferred it 
Wan in 1 336. e 
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K is a . frogs Motipalier, to Nic. 
mes, flat, and every where cultivated. 
The peaſants are juſt beginning to gather 

their olives, which are amazingly nume- 
— and the t trees planted with the ſame 
. regularity 
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e as hs orchards i in D Mugla + 
cannot but envy. the inhabitants of this 
genial climate, and theſe fertile plains, and 
am ready to accuſe Nature of partiality. 
in the infinite. difference ſhe has put be- 
tween the Languedocian and the Swediſh. 
pealadd... In vain will you tell me the 

« Amor Patriæ, the attachment we bear 

to that country where we were born, ren- 
ders them equally happy, and. obliterates 
or extinguiſhes all other diſtinctions. I 
know the force of this principle; I feelit 

in my own boſom.;. I cultivate it with the 
greateſt ardour— but it cannot blind me 
to the infinite ſuperiority which certain 
regions of the earth are. endowed with | 
oye the reſt. ESE os nl oh A 
A * 

ee three: F ha: at i Niſmes; in. 4 1 1 

vey of thoſe magnigcent and beautiful ; 
remains of the Roman greatneſs which 

yet ſubſiſt. They have been deſcribed a 

thouſand. times; and it is not my inten- 

tion to trouble you with a repetition 

of them. The Amphitheatre, and the 

Th maiſon quarrbe,” are known through, 
r 5 W 1 
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every kingdom of Europe. The firſt 


impreſſes with the deepeſt veneration; the 
latter excites the moſt elegant and refined 
delight. Indignation againſt the barba - 
rians, who could violate and deface theſe 
glorious productions of. antiquity, will 
mingle with the ſenſations of every be- 
holder. One can ſcarce believe that 
Charles Martel, from hatred to the Roman 
name, had the ſavage fury to fill the cor- 
ridores of the amphitheatre with wood, to 


which he ſet fire, with the intention to 


injure, though it ſurpaſſed his power to 
demoliſh, ſo vaſt an edifrce. Yet even 
in-deſpite- of theſe attempts of barbarous. 
nations, of the lapſe of fo many ages, and 
inclemency of elements, its appearance 
at this time is the moſt auguſt which can 


be preſented to the mind. The prodi- 


gious circumference, the ſolictity and du- 
rability of its con ſtruction, the awful ma- 
jeſty of ſo vaſt a pile, half perfect, half in 
ruin, impreſs with a tumult of ſentiments 
hard to be transfuſed by any deſcription. 
The maifon quarree,” is in far ſuperior . 
preſervation. It appears to me to be the moſt 
3 perfect 
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perfect piece oa architecture in th ide 


The order is the Corinthian, and all the | | 


laboured beauties of that ſtyle ſeem to 


be exhauſted in its conſtruction. I bluſn 
for the bigotry and mean ſuperſtition . 
which has converted this ſuperb temple 


into a chapel of the Virgin, decked out 


with r 1 and Curhalle: , 


E gs 


At a quarter of le Sunn this beg 
of Niſmes, is another temple, far gone in 
a ſtate of decay. Immemorial tradition 


— 


declares that it was conſecrated to Diana; 


but it is generally ſuppoſed to have been 
ſacred to the © Dii. infernales,” as it is 


apparent that no light was admitted into 


it. In the inſide, are numbers of muti- 


lated ſtatues, marbles, capitals, and in- 


ſcriptions, which have been found from 


time to time. Cloſe to it, riſes a fountain, 


which may vie with that of Vaucluſe in 


beauty, though not in fame. Itis of a pro- 


-digious ſize, and never diminiſhes in the 
longeſt droughts. As the channel through _ 


eien! It flows had. become obſtructed i in 
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2 ſeries of ages by ſand and gravel, the 
inhabitants of the city undertook ſome 
years ago to clean and renew it. In the 
courſe of this work, they diſcovered a 
number of Roman coins, rings and other 
antiquities, ſeveral of which are highly - 
preſerved, and exceedingly rare. On'the + | 
ſummit of the rock from whence : iſſues 
the fountain, ſtands a building which has _ 
much exerciſed the opinions of the - 
learned. It is Roman, and vulgarly cal-  _ | 
| 1:4< La Tour magne.” Its expoſed fitu- « | 
ation has peculiarly conduced to haſten 
its decay. At what time it was erected, 
or to What ay 400d; it ſerved, are now 
quality unknown. e 
„„ 
Nine is an 5 ill baile * d difagrecable” 
place, containing in itſelf nothing extras | 
ordinary or remarkable. A hundred fables 
are related concerning its origin, which is 
carried into times anterior by many 'cen- © . | 
turies to the Roman conqueſts. It pro- = 
bably does not occupy at preſent the - 
fourth part of the ground on which it for- 
merly ſtood. 1 left it at twe o'clock this 
RM... afternoon. 7 
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P The diſtance 1 is only twenty 
miles; but the wind blew ſuch aten 
as I ſcarce ever remember. The paſſage 
acroſs the Rhone, which divides Provite | 
from Languedoc at this place, is over a 
bridge of boats; and I own I paſſed it 
/ wal ſome apprehenſions, as they aſſure 
me it is not uncommon for carriages to 
i. carried over into the river er bY a violent 
RET. . e 


The view of hs; "I is ver D 
deen On one ſide, in Languedoc, 
ſtands Beaucaire, a conkderable = town, 


| with a ruined caſtle overhanging a rock: 


on this is ſituate Taraſcon, with a correſ- 
pondegt caſtle, much more conſiderable, 


and waſhed by the waves. The river is 


ber 45pm thay the ee at TG 
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- - Marſeil'es, ih January, 1976. | 
Sense ever . in our 8 
climate, a colder day than that on 

which continued my journey from Ta- 


raſcon to this city: Winter ſeeined to 
have taken poſſeſſion of the face of nature 


before its time. The olive trees were 
covered with ſnow, which fell very faſt, 


and the Bize which blew in my face, and 


came from the ſummit of the Alps, ren- 
dered the weather extremely ſevere; —Ar- 


St. Remi, a littletown only four leagues | 
from Taraſcon, I drove about a mile out of 


the road; to ſee the remains of Marius's 
trophies over the Cimbri and Teutones. 


TI ſo Way 8 have rolled on ſince 
1 their | 


16 e ae 
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It was Ja gn I 3 at t Air, 5 
where I ſtaid three days. The city has 
that air of ſilence and gloom ſo commonly 
cCharacteriſtic of places devoid either of _ 
commerce or induftry, and'formg, a moſt 
ſtriking contraſt to Mar ſeilles, where opu- 
lence and population are unjvetfally viſi- © 
ble. The warm ſprings which render it BB 
celebrated, induced Sextius Calvinus to 
found a Roman colony there, to which be 


gave the name of Aquæ Sextiæ. They 


were ſuppoſed, probably with reaſon, we 4 


poſſeſs particular virtues in caſes of impo- 


tence or debility; and ſeveral altars akte 
been dug up ſacred to Priapus, the in- 
ſcriptions on which indicate their gratitude 
to that Deity for his apprehended ſuccour 
and aſſiſtance. I ſaw nothing in the ca- 
thedral deſerving attention, except the 
tombof Charles of Anjou, laſt of the great 


Angevin line, king of Naples, and-Cou 


of Provence. He died, if 1 recolle&t right, 1 
in 


their n * yet forcibly recall 7 
the idea of Rome, the Sage of the : 


U 
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in 1482, Ya left 58 his actual nd pre- 

tended dominions to Louis the eleventù, 
king of France. The latter claims on the : 
Neapolitan crown were the foundation 
of thoſe long and unhappy wars begun by 
Charles the eighth, ng . under 5 : 
his ſucoeſſer. TY | 


11 is auby twenty Sites from Aix to 
this city — There is notwithſtanding, a 
conſiderable difference in the climate of 
Marſeilles, which is rendered milder in 
- winter, and cooler during the heats of 
ſummer, from its vicinity to the Medi- - 
terranean. Nature ſeems eminently . to 
have marked out the place for commerce, 
by the advantages ſhe has beſtowed on it. 
The entrance of the harbour, which is 
extremely narrow, and ſurrounded by | 
lofty mountains, ſhelters and protects 
the veſſels during the moſt violent ſtorms. 
The port itſelf forms a delightful walk 
at this ſeaſon of the year, as it is open to 
the ſouthern ſun, and crowded with an 
aſſemblage not only of all the European 
nations, but of Turks, Greeks, and na- 
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tives of the coaſt of Barbary. The: 0 + 
« AM'ceil” is one of the moſt agrecable to 

- be imagined, if the chains of the galley 
ſlaves, heard among the hum of buſineſs, - - 
did not tincture it with the hateful idea 
of ſlavery. The gallies themſelves uſeleſs 
and neglected, rot peaceably i in their re- 
ſpective ſtations; and it is ſaid, that no 
others will ever be conſtructed, to ſupply 
their place, as they have long ceaſed to 
be of an utility to the ſtate, and ee 

| navigable in kerere weather. 8 
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In the tha . 1 65 mae | 
am yet forcibly ſtruck with the wide 


deference, and almoſt abſolute diffimila- 
rity in the genius of the Provencaux, from 
that generally attributed to the French. 
The common people have a brutality and 
rudeneſs of. manners more characteriſtic 
of a republican, than a monarchical and 
abſolute government. Their language, 
ſo famous in ancient romance, is a cor- 
= rupt Italian, more intelligible to a. Nea- 
Paolitan than a Pariſian. The women are 


Wwely, beautiful, and diſpoſed from cbm- 
plexion 
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plexion to gallantry. A fire, an extreme 
vivacity unknown to all the northern 


5 nations, and which reſults from a pene- 
trating air, a genial ſun, and ſkies for ever 
blue, is eminently diſcer nible' mtheir eyes, 
their converſation, - the peculiar - dances ' 
and muſic of the country, in all whicha 
warm and impaſſioned animation forms 
the predominant quality. I fear to expreſs. 
how many charms there are in this gaiety 
of character and diſpoſition, leſt youſhould 


think I mean to contraſt it with the eti- 
quette of our own kingdom, where we 


ſeldom allow the heart to act uninfluenced 
by the judgment, or baniſh. reflection and 
philoſophy | from the ſcene of Lane; diff 


pation. 
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Marſeilles pretends to remote antiquity... 


A colony of Phocians, in ages unknown, 


is ſaid to have given it birth The old 
city is one of the moſt naſty and ill built 


in Europe. I have never had courage 
enough to penetrate into its receſſes, which 
are. inſupportabl filthy. The modern 
Marſeilles has ſprung up ſince the com- 
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mencement of the eie century, . 
and has all that regularity, elegance, and 
convenience, which diſtinguiſh the pre- 
' ſent time. Iam inclined to conſider it 
as one of the moſt Eligible places of win- 
ter reſidence in the world, and far ſupe- 
rior, where health is not an object of at- 
tcdeention, to Nice or Montpelier. In the 
carnival, Iam aſſured, it is uncommonly. E: 
gay. The ſurrounding country is rocky 
and barren, but covered for ſeveral miles, 
.__ onall ſides, with villas and ſummer houſes, : 


| which commerce has erected. 11 ; 
My i intention t viſiting Corſica and : 
1 


Sardinia I have relinquiſhed, on account 


pf the barbariſm in which both thoſe iſlands | ; 
are plunged, and the few objects of enter- = 
tainment or information they offer to a 1 


liberal mind. I have determined to 
remain here till the enſuing ſpring, when 
I. mall probably return through the inan 2 
Provinces to England. Meanwhile, 12 | 
remain, &c. 4 ei ym | 8 
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F TER a 15 8 of near four 

months, I again reſume- my pen 

from among the mountains of Auvergne, 
at the diſtance of more than a hundred 8 
leagues from Marſeilles. 'F- have ex- : 

changed the delicious climate of Pro- 
vence, its warm ſun, and the ſhore of the | 
Mediterrancay, for a very different ſcene. 


1 quitted Marſeilles on | the ih of this 


month, and got to Avignon the evening 
of the enſuing day. It was impoſſible not 


to dedicate ſome time to the view of a 
N ſo renowned | in paſt * "me ſeat of 
* 8 the 
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the fovercign Pontifly during more n 7 
halfa century, the reſidence of a Petrarch, 
and the birth- place of Laura. I felt chat 
pleaſure which reſults to every reflective 
mind, from tlie conſciouſneſs of being on 
the ſpot immortalized by poetry, genius, 
or great atchievements. I compared 
Avignon as it now exiſts, with the picture 
which Petrarch has drawn of it in his 
writings, and attempted to aſcertain the 
ſituation of his miſtreſs's abode, which 
tradition yet points out in one of the ſub- 
urbs. I went to the church of the Cot- 
deliers, where reſt her remains. In a little 
dark chapel, on the right hand, now diſ- 
uſed for religious ceremonies, damp, cold, 
and -unwholeſome, beneath the arch 
- which forms the entrance, and under a 
plain ſtone, lies that Laura, once ſo beau-. 
tikul, and who can never die, while her 
lover's fame and productions ſurvive. 
Round the ſtone are ſome ancient Gothic 
Characters, covered with dirt, and ren- 
dered illegible by time. You will perhaps 
recollect that Francis the firſt, the moſt 


accompliſhed prince who ever re ee in 


France, | 


* > 
- 
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France, and} whoeminently polleſſed n 2 
enthuſiaſm which uſually d ſkinguiſhes and 
cCharacteriſes genius, cauſed the ee ta 
be opened in his own preſence. His wiſh 
to pierce. the obſcurity in which Petrarch 
has affected to involve the name of his 
miſtreſs, and his own unhappy paſſion: BOY 
A deſire to aſcertain by ſome inconteft- 
able mark the burial place of Laura, were 
the motives which influenced him. Sme 
ſmall human bones, ſuppoſed to be her's,. 
and a leaden box, containing a ſerowl of 
Italian verſes, abſcurely diſcloſing Pe- 
trarch's attachment to her, were all which 
repaid the monarch's curioſity. - I daubt 
not it is needleſs to remind you, that Laura 
died of the plague, which defolated all 
Europe in 134) and the following year, 
and of which Boccace has drawn the moſt 
animated, terrifying, and diſtreſsful pic- - 
ture, which can be held up to the ima- 
gination of mall oo er” | 


lt ſeems poſſible to recognize the 
firuation or adjacent country of Avignon, 

as they exiſt at preſent, in the melancholy 
colours 


„ 
colours with which Petrareh has ſhaded 
them. The fertile plain of the © Comtat 
Venaiſſin, in which it ſtands, the rich 
banks of the Rhone are deſcribed b yhim 
as a frightful deſart, through which pours 
a river infeſted by continual wind and 


tempeſts. Ovid has given us the ſame 
horrible idea of the coaſt of the Black Sea, 
a climate, inconteſtably one of the fineſt 
upon earth, and bleſſed with an almoſt 
continual ſpring. The gloomy medium 
through which the two poets beheld every | 
object, explains this extrardinary enigma... 
The latter, only occupied with the painful 
recollection of the luxurious pleaſures 


which reigned in the court of Auguſtus, 
and from which he was for ever baniſhed, 
was dead to every fenſe of joy or delight. 
Petrarch an exile from his native country, 
ever cheriſhing the fond idea of revilnings 
Florence, and, deſpiſing the manners, 
while he deteſted the. city of Avignon, 


| knew no bounds to his exclamations and 
complaints. Neither the diſtinguiſhed 55 5 ö 


favour of ſeveral ſucceeding Popes, witn 
which he was | honoured, nor the e 
95 | deration 


— 
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veſted of prejudice, I was charmed with 
the ſituation. The view from the ſummit 


delicious. The Bize indeed incommoded 


the other hand, was ſo. well convinced of 


It to be places _— the e 8 


The Rhiong itſelf. is 2 0 50 objed, 


channels oppoſite to Avignon. . Acroſs it 


of that bridge, againſt which Madame de 
Grignan was ſonearbeir g loſt, and of which 


tion . 
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deration of its being the ſpot which gave 

his miſtreſs birth, could ſoften or diminiſh - 
the acrimony of his hatred to it. For 
me, who viewed it impartially, and di- 


me extremely; but I comforted myſelf, 
that though piercing, it was yet whole- 
ſome; and that if Louis the eleventh, in 
a ſtate of debility, had ordered interceſ- 
ſions to Heaven to avert it, Auguſtus, on 


its ſalubrious and invigorating qualities, 
that he erected an altar to it, and ordered 


rolling rapidly through meadows covered. 


with olive-trees, and divided. into two 


extend the ruinous and decayed arches 


Madame de Sevigns, makes frightful men- 


= wy Ilten did not b permit tuo t car be s 
to paſs in any part, had almoſt renderec 
it previouſiy uſeleſs; and motives of ber 

levent the erection of a new one, as 

_ _ -© Avignon ſtill belongs to the papal ſee. 

|  _— Onthefartherfide, in Languedoc, fuſs 

[Ville Neuve, a confiderable rown; with a 

magnificent monaſtery of Benedictins 

[ ou a rock correfpondent to that where | is 

built the cathedral of Avignon. The 

high mountain of Ventoux en — 
| covered with ſnow, and which Petratch | 
has deſcribed, appears to the north, and 

] IT | he favage rocks of Vaucluſe bound the 

view to the eaſtward, at the diſtance of 

| fifteen miles. Beneath ſpreads a lovely 
vVoale, watered by ſeveral rivulets, Which 
loſe themſelves in the Rhone, and culti- 
vated wich the 9 DOrI0us induſtey. - 


The" city itſelf is, in —_—_; ill bil 
Ln and devoid of beauty; but the 
"Rue | 
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Gothic walls and ramparts, with which i it 


has been ſurrounded by different pontiffs, 


remain in high preſervation. LT recollect 
none ſo perfect in any part of France. 
Several popes and antipopes repoſe in the 


churches of the place; and in that of the 
Cordeliers, almoſt oppoſite to Laura's, is 


the tomb of Grillon, ſo well ſamed for 
his gallant and invincible courage, for his 
loyal and unſhaken attachment to Henry 
the fourth. . 


5 You will not doubt that I viſited the 
fountain of Vaucluſe, immortalized by 
Petrarch, and to which he ſo often retired 


to indulge his grief and hopeleſs love. I 


did ſo; nor is the lively impreſſion it made 
on my imagination in any degree erafed, 

It is only five leagues diſtant from Avignon, 
and, as I ſet out early in the morning, I 
reached the entrance of the valley about 


ten o'clock. I got out of the carriage, and 
' Walked flowly along the banks of the 
Sorgue, for ſo the river is called, formed 
by the fountain. Meadows of the moſt vi- 


vid green cover either fide of it, over which 
" nie 


. 4 * 


„ 0 


riſe abrupt and ed) rocks, which em 


deſigned to ſeclude it from human view. 


he valley becomes more and more nar- 


row toward the extremity, and winding 


continually, deſcribes the figure of a_ 


horſe-ſhoe. The view is at length ter- 


minated by an enormous maſs of rock, 
forming a barrier acroſs it, of a prodigious | 
height, and abſolutely perpendicular, 
Through its vaſt receſſes run the ſtreams . 
which ſupply the fountain ; and at its foot 
appears a baſon of water, ſeveral hundred 
feet in circumference, ſtretched like a 
ſheet, filent and quiet. The fides deſcend. 
with great rapidity, and it is ſaid, that in 
the middle no bottom is diſcoverable, 
| though it has been often attempted — a 
circumſtance probably reſulting from the 
violence with which the ſprings bubble up, 


which prevent any weight let down into 
it from deſcending beyond a certain depth. 
Tho' clearer in itſelf than cryſtal, yet 


the incumbent rock caſts a continual 


ſhade,. approaching to black over its ſur- 
face. The water eſcaping from this ſtate 
of inaction by a narrow paſlage, 1 is imme- 


diately | 


— 
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diately precipitated it in a 8 N a 
rocky channel, where it foams over a 
number of 5a detached ſtones, which 

mtercept aad impede its progreſs. They | 
are covered with a deep green moſs of 
many ages, and have probably tumbled 
from the mountains which overhang the 
torrent. Fhe rocks themſelves, Which 

ſurround and inveſt this romantic ſpot, | 
are wofn by time, and the inclemency of 
elements, into a thouſand extraordinar: y 
forms, to which fancy attaches ſhape and 
figure. On one of the pointed extremi- 
ties, in a ſituation which appears almoſt 
inacceſſible, are beheld the remains of an 
ancient caſtle, projecting over the water. 

It completes the wondrous ſcene, and 
leaves ſcarce any pictureſque object want- 
ing, which could have been preſented to 
the view. The peaſants call it © Il caſtello 
« di Petrarca;“ and add, with infinite 
ſimplicity, that Laura lived on the oppo- 

ſite ſide of the river, under the bed of 
which was a ſubterranean paſſage, by 
which the two lovers viſited each other, 


Nothing 1 is however more cer ain, than 
*P 2 that 


- 
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| belonging to, the. lords or ſeigneurs of F 
Avi 


dwelling was much lower down, nearer 


appears from his minute deſcription of it, 
and his quarrel with the Naiads of the 


Ages of it are now diſcernible. 


I ſat me own on the verge of the * | 
ſon, to conſider the ſcene around, and the 
romantic aſſemblage of objects which 
preſented themſelves on every ſide, 1 


which had been witneſſes to Petrarch's. 
complaints, and hopeleſs paſſion. lat. 
_._ tempted to diſcern the Cavern, which, 
during the ſummer, when the waters of 
the Vaucluſe are low, admits into the 


enter alone in the dead of the night, to 


AY 


Bo that theſe ri ruins are > he of the on "i 
wo. n. 25 The biſhop of Cay aillon, i in; 15 1 
the frequent viſits which he uſed to make 
to Eetrarch, reſided there. The poets 
to the margin of the Sorgue, as evidently). I 


ſtream, who encroached during the winter 
on his little adjoining territory. No veſ⸗ 


regarded with a mixt ſenſation of pleaſure 
and of pain, the valley and the fountain 


bowels of the rock, and where he uſed to 


; / No ing indulge 
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indulge his deſpair. in that frightful ſeclu- — 
ſion. While I Was engaged in theſe we” 
flections, tlie day darkened in, and à füd- ie 

den ſtorm of rain, from Which L was To 5 
pletely theltered by the incumbent moun 
tain, iſſuing from a collection of black 
clouds overhanging. the ſpot, ſpread © 

_ through the whole landſcape a majeſtic: On 
aad awful ſublimity. When it was paſt, 
retired, though with flow and reluctant 
ſteps, from this. "OF 28 e e 
ſolitude. : 


Beben I got into my carriage, the.pea- 
ſant who had conducted me to the foun- 
tain carried me to a houſe fituated in the 
valley, where are ſtill preſerved two por- 

traits of the lovers, who have conduced 
to render Vaucluſe immortal. My whole 
attention was directed to that of Laura. 
She appears in the earlieſt bloom of youth;: 
ſuch as ſhe is deſcribed. by. Petrarch on 
that morning when he firſt beheld her. 
A certain air of playful gaiety ſeems: 

| ſpread over her countenance. Her eyes 
are large; and of a deep a the noſe: 

| >=" "mY : wy 
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juſtly proportioned, and the countour 4 
her face a faultleſs oval. Her hair i is Con- 


i fined by. a. fillet, braided. and pe he” 


with pearls; its colour approaches to vel. 
low. Over her neck Is a faint ſhade of 


gauze; her robe is of a pale red, and her 


arms are covered with a ſort of glove, 


which deſcends half way the hands. In 


one of them, ſhe holds an amaranth, em- 


blematical of immortality. —Petrarch. is 
depictured as in middle life, of an engag · 
ing 1 55 and his 8 bound a 
laurel. 


1 Hired: to Knits in the evening, 
_ and quitted it on the morning of the en- 
ſuing day. At Orange, where I break - 
faſted, it was impoſſible not to dedicate _ 


an hour to the remains of the Roman 
theatre, and the triumphal arch of Marius; 


edifices the moſt auguſt and magriificent, 


altho' deformed by the lapſe of near two 


thouſand years, a and of which I ſhould 
perhaps give you a deſcription, if it had 


not already been done by preceding tra- 
e l continued my journey along 


8 the 


. 
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the eaſtern bank of the Rhone: On the other 
ſide appear the high mountains f F the. 
Vivarais, covered with "ſnow. and to the E 
right are thoſe of /Dauphins, extending to 
the Alps, with which they mingle. As T 
advanced north, the climate became r more 
rude and piercing ; the bize blew with' . 
redoubled keennels, and chilled the ſpri vg. 
juſt opening. I arrived at Lyons after 
three days journey. My road from thence” 
to this city lay through the provinces of 
Beaujolois and Forez; the firſt of theſe, 
though hilly, is finely cultivated. Betweet 
Lyons and Roanne, I pafſed the high 
mountain of Tarare, ſo dreaded' in the 
laſt century. From the ſummit is a pro- 
digious proſpect, only bounded towards 
Savoy by the Alps, which form a vaſt bar- 
rier, covered with eternal ſnow. At Roanne, 
[ entered the Forez, a ſmall province, 
barren, uncultivated, and thinly inhabited; 
A chain of lofty hills, or rather mountains, 
extends acroſs it; thick foreſts of pine and 
fir cover the ſteep acclivitics, and afford 
refuge to wolves and boars, which are 
ound | in ga numbers. Scarce a hamlet” 
is 


"ws. A. 1 0 * 


. — 


the depopulation, and romantic ſolitudes 
through which! paſſed, ſtrongly reminded. 
me of Sweden or Finland: 


v 


ing. It is a conſiderable town, ſituate on 


whence is beheld. a moſt delicious land- 
ſcape. The country extends for many 
leagues, on all fides, in a. cultivated plain, 


tains. Clermont is diſtinctly ſeen at the 
- diſtance of five-and-t twenty miles. This 
rich tract of the Auvergne is denominated 
La Limagne.” It is a baſon ſurrounded 
by rocks and hills. the foil is uncom- 
monly exuberant, and inferior to no part 


and add. to the beauty of the ſcene. 


to which the acceſs is gradual and eaſy. 


The place itſelf ſeems to have been built. | 


in an age the moſt r barous. The ſtreets. 


E 


is cen in "IA" e oy tis filence, 
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1 „ at Thiers Wedneſday et even- : 


the rapid deſcent of a mountain, from 


terminated by another range of moun- 


of France. Several fine ſtreams water it, 


TE. : 


4-4 got = this cy 1 | The 5 | 
_ - , ation is agreeable, on a little eminence, 


fa 
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are ſo narrow and winding, that no car- - 
riage can enter them, and the buildings.” 
correſpond” to the other parts; but to 
compenſate for this inconvenience, the 
| ſuburbs are charming, and the houſes. 
modern and elegant. I viſited, this morn- 
ing, the petrifying ſpring, which Charles 
the ninth is ſaid to have ſurveyed with ſo. 
much wonder and pleaſure. It is only a 
quarter of a mile from the town. In a 
courſe of ages, it has formed a ridge of 
ſtone or incruſtation, not leſs than fixteen 

feet in height, above a hundred feet long, 
and in ſome parts near ten in thickneſs. 
As it impeded, and at length totally ſtop- 
ped the current of a little rivulet which 
interſected its courſe, the inhabitants were 
obliged to dig a paſſage through it. The 
ſtream is now directed into another chan- 
nel, and has begun to form a new bridge 
acrols the rivulet into "wich 3 it falls. 


My! intention was, to have phage 
farther ihto this romantic province, but 
the ſeaſon is yet too early, to permit the 
ending any. of the higheſt mountains. 
| 5 I ſhould, 


* DOR} 3 * 0 0 * 

1 Would veer; cenainly* have gone | 
into Uſſon, which is ouly ten-leagues diſ- 
tant, if any remains of the caſtle had ex. 
iſted. I need not remind you, that Mar- 
garet of Valois, wife to Henry:the fourth, 
was ſhut up in it during twenty years. A | 


"gentleman who reſides at Iſſoire, near the 
my gave me this deſcription « of it Rel 


* « The caſtle of Un ſtood upon 2 
&« rock almoſt inacceſſible; at tie foot of 
which flowed a little river. The queen, 
« by a maſterly piece of addreſs, expelled 
&« the Marquis de Canillac, and rendered 
e herſelf miſtreſs of the place. It has 
e been demoliſhed by time, and the avi- 
4 dity of the neighbouring peaſants, who 
* have removed almoſt all the ſtones 
bog which compoſed the caſtle. Some ruins 
« yet remaim in the laſt ſtage of decay, 
« which the vulgar apprehend to have 
„ been formerly ſacred to religious pur- 
« poſes, 'and which they denominate; : 
Les Chapelles de la Reine Marguerite.” 
It is true they were erected by the 
« Queen; but ſhe had: dedicated them to- 
5 pleaſure, 1 


— 
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” pleaſure, 1 not Avon, and gave ren- | 
„ dezvous in theſe. : apartments to the 72 


No other traces remain at this time of 5 


6 neighbouring nobility . of Auvergne. 


0 Pie 


0 


My letter i is at of an imoderate 1 
length; 1 ſhall ys add to it, that lam. , 


Yours, &c.' - 


LETTER 
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Baourges in Ben, 
Al 0th of May, 176. 


of the Bourbonnois, on a riſing ground, 


which commands an enchanting proſpect. 
Through the plain beneath, flows the 
river Allier, mentioned in terms of 

ſuch lively admiration by Madame de 
Sevigné, and on whoſe banks, ſhe ſays, | 

might * *. diſcovered ſome of the 
i : - horn : 
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Left Clermont ſooner than-I had in» 
tended, in compliance with an invita - 
tion which I could not refuſe, to ſpend 
ſome time at the Chateau de P 

belonging to the Count de L——. 
The houſe is ſituated i in an unfrequented 
part of Auvergne, towards the confines 


ny 
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81 


ſhepherds 1 ation and romance. Mp : 


ſieur de L—— was not at home, and I 
was received by the Counteſs in a man- 
ner the moſt noble and polite. - She did 
me the honour to detain me five days, 
. which II ſpent in ſuch a manner, as never 


to be eraſed from my remembrance. - 4 


could deſcribe to you her perſon, but 


that I ſhall give youa more juſt idea of it, 


in ſaying, 1 it ſtrikingly reſembled the por- 


trait of the ducheſs ot Mazarin, as drawn 
by the Abbe de St. Real. Her other AC- * * 


compliſhments were not inferior to her 
beauty; and when ſhe danced the Bour- 
' r6e, a dance peculiar to Auvergne, I 


thought Hortenſia Mancini was not com- 


| parable to Madame de E=——. I took 
my leave with that reluctance natural 


to a perſon pee with Pſa: and. 45 


reſpeRt. 


At Montpenſier, I alighted to view | the 5 


mount, on which formerly ſtoo the caſ- 
tle, now totally demoliſhed. It is ren 
dered famous in hiſtory by the death of 
Louis the eighth, Kg: of France, and 


— 


. father 


father, of 81 "PR 45 He i there, - 
in 1 226, on his return from the ſiege of : 
Avignon, and; 95 was ſuppoſed, of poiſon, | 
adminiſtered to him ” the Count 4 L 
KEEN - LE e 
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A Co the 1 4 at Moulin 
It ſtands on a fine plain, cloſe to the river 
Allier, along the ſides of which are planted 
Walks of elm, poplar, and aſpin. The 
city, though capital of the, province 0 
Bourbonndis, is mean, and ill built. 
hurried. away to look at the Wia 
of Henry duke of Montmorenci; in the 
church of the nunnery of the Viſitation. 1 
It was erected to his memory by the 
Ducheſs, Marie Felice des Urfios. re- 
_ garded this ſuperb monument with ſen- 
ſations of the deepeſt pity for the unfor- | 
tunate hero to whom it was raiſed. Cal- 
telnaudari, and Leytoure, and Toulouſe 
_ crowded into my mind. The tomb is 
compoſed of the moſt beautiful and coſtly 
marbles. The duke appears in a repoſing 
attitude, his left arm ſupported on. his 
1 By bira-ſus his widow, her eyes 
+, OP 
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directed to heaven; her hands as 


and through her whole figure an Kia "a 5 


ſion of diſconſolate ſorrow ſtrongly mark - 
4. 8 TOY £o: 


lb is a delightful ride from Moulins to 


Nevers, through the Bourbonnois and 
Nivernois. In the centre of the city, on 


the ſummit of a hill, is built the palace of : 


the ancient Dukes of Nevers. It appears 
to be a production of the ſixteenth cen- 
. and, though beginning to exhibit 


marks of decay, is yet a model of beauty 
and delicacy in Gothic architecture. The 
apartments are hung with tapeſtry of two 


hundred years, and through them is ſpread 
an air of groteſque and rude magnifi- 
cence. I was detained in one of the cham-- 
bers during ſome minutes, by a portrait 
of Madame de Monteſpan. She appears 
ring from a ſuperb couch, the curtains 
of which are drawn back and ſupported 


by Cupids. , Her attitude is half volup- 


tuous, half reflective. She is wrapped in 7 
a negligent diſhabille. - Her hair floats 


down over her ;ſhoulders and neck 


oa 0 in 


habitants, conſtitute the far greater part. 


"Ys * 0 v * 


: OP 1 She di her as > , 
bn her left hand. One of her feet is con- 
: cealed. by her robe; bur the other, which. 
js naked to the mid- leg, and on which 

the painter, with wondrous taſte, has ex- 

| bauſted all his art, is placed on an em. 

j proidered cuſhion. Her ſlippers are. . 
thrown careleſsly by.—1 5 was charmed | 
with, the PR: Is 


2 A. 1 
q J * , 
mo 4 * i #3 FX :% » 4 
v < » 3 * 4 * * K - DO * 
* y f a" - — a — * _ — — 
4 7 , » 2 — S —— * 


PR paſſed the Loire at 15 4 MY 
I entered the province of Berri; the diſ- 
tance from thence to this city is bout 
twelve leagues. The country is much 
inferior 1 in beauty and cultivation to that 
between Moulins and Nevers. Thick 
woods, or barren heaths, deſtitute of in- 


Bourges is ſituate in the midſt of a plain, 
open and level as the ſea. It is of a very 
conſiderable ſize, and of high antiquity. 
Moſt of the houſes forcibly evince this 
latter claim, by the barbariſm of their 
_ conſtruction, which marks an age of eu 
tren rudeneſs and unacquaintance with 


FH, — — 2 —— 


the arts. 1 have ſeen ſcarce an edifice 
which 


— a 
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| whicl | does not appear to have en 
many hundred hear. The „Hotel 
« de Ville? was built by the celebrated 


Jacques Cusur, Well known in the French 5 
hiſtory, by his greatneſs, his exile, and 
mizfortunes. Over the Portal, is a fine 
ſtatue of Charles the ſeventh, clad in 
complete armour, and mounted on horſe- 


back.” That prince uſually held his court : 


here; and you will certainly regollect, 
that, during the extreme diſtreſs in which 


his affairs were involved, at the. com- 


55 mencement of his reign the Engliſh, 


| elated with their victories under Henry 
the fifth, beſtowed on him the contemp- 1 
tuous appellation of . Le petit Roi de 
Bourges, from the loyal and. conſtant 


attachment "Ru we citizens bore him. 


| The. tower, Cs « Ia 1 
tour, in which Louis the twelfth was 


detained a priſoner more than two years, 
by the Lady of Beaujeu, exiſts no longer. 
It was demoliſhed in 1651, by order of 


Cardinal Mazarin, during the minority of 


Louis Hel War e anda modern  build- _ 2 
"Cz | 2 my | 
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wt * „ 
* 
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N ing has been conſtrageds on the eos of : 
ng ſtones which compoſed i We. 


—_ 


f 


15 went to 0 leck af the tomb Fe. f Jane of b- 
5 Valois, daughter to Louis the eleventh, 
and wife to Louis the twelfth, whom he 
repudiated, to marry Anne of Bretagne, 
on his acceſſion to the crown. She retired 
do this city, and having dedicated her re- 


maining days to piety, expired in the nun- 


nuery of St. Jane, which ſhe had founded. 
One of the nuns ſhewed me, through the 
grating, her flippers and nuptial robes, 
which are preſerved with great care; and 

| ſhe added, that innumerable miracles. 

had been ti ** her intercctliogs 225 
| relics. + 5 


— n 
* 


{ 


The cathedral is a + moſt Sd 1 


ly magnificent edifice ; though the external 


N part of the building does not correſpond 
in beauty or ſymmetry to that within. It 
is of prodigious dimenſions, far exceeding 
any we have in E ngland, and the quan · 
tity of painted glaſs is ſcarce iuferior to 
Mine. of nga in Holland. John duke of 
8 - . Berri * 


— 


Berri, Brother to Charles the fifth king 


E 
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in the ſubterranean”. 


of France, repo 


chapel beneath a ae en tomb of coſtly 


workmanſhip. He is. known, in; Ty £ 
under the unhappy. reign, of; Charles the 


ſixth, when the frenzy with which that 
prince was ſeized left a full career to the. 


mi hs actlithin;ot 1255 ee 


S any ober obj os meant — 
ſelves to the eye in this city except ruins, 
and I am almoſt afraid as I walk through 
the narrow winding ſtreets, leſt the build- 


ings ſhould fall upon my head. If Charles 


the ſeventh could revive, I am perſuaded 


he would perfectly recognize the place, 


which appears to have undergone very 
little alteration, or received any embelliſn- 
ment, in more than three CeEntur ies which 


. 


have capes lance his rom. i : 


% 
, * 


Lacs hs eleventh was Wwe at  R- 


ges, and in the Hotel de Ville” is a 
painting figurative of this event. France, 


under the figure of a woman, appears 


_ riſing from her throne. to receive the me- 


: > dallion 


. 


265 his province, though large a and natu- 
rally fertile, islittle cultivated or improved. 
is chiefly. reſults from the w at of 


— 


navigable river, by which the je g 1d 
other productions might be t 3 ried 
0 uarters of the kingdom. | 


to di EL 
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To- morrow morning 1 leave Bourges 
From „ Orleans or Blois you expect 
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Staid ome 98 0 at e e 
in Berri, to eontemplete the magni- 
ficent remains of the caſtle. It i is only 
four leagues diſtant from Bourges, and 
is rendered famous in hiſtory by the death 
of Charles the ſeventh who conſtructed 
it, and who expired there by a voluntary 
abſtinence from food, in the terror of 
being poiſoned by his own ſon. The ſitu- 
ation is not favoured by nature, and cor- 
reſponds ill to the grandeur of the ſtruc” 
ture. It ſtands in a wide extended plain, 
ſheltered by deep woods. At its foot 
flows the little river Yeure, which di- 
viding at 8 ſpot into ſeveral ſtreams, | 
; - Jorg 


1 TY N 0 v LY 


* 


forms a ain * e tt co- 


The whole edifice is compoſed of a ſtone 
nearly equal to marble in whiteneſs and 


ee An enormous foſſé ſurounds 


In the centre is the chapel, the work⸗ 
| 1 delicacy of which excite 
aſtoniſhment. It appears to me to hor! 
one of the fineſt monuments. now eee 


5 ; of the taſte and ſtyle of - architecture in 
the fif teenth century, when the arts be- 
a 120-9178 Foe 2154 - was 


vered with willows. Though the caſtle - Te 
has been conſumed by lightning, and in- 
jured by the lapſe of time, ſüperadded to 75 
the depredations of the neighbouring 
peaſants, yet its ruins are even now inex- + 
preſſibly auguſt and beautiful. viſited 
_ every part of it which was acceſſible. = 
The great tower is in high preſervation, 
and three of the apartments which appear 
to have heen rooms of ſtate, might almoſt 
be inhabited. The chamber where, as tra- 
dition ſays, the-unhappy prince breathed _ 
his laſt, is in one of the ſmaller towers, all 
entrance into which is obſtructed by the 1 
ſtones which have fallen from above. * 


* . 
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gan — wake from their Qumber 
of ſo Mi 280 * 


1 che Grads is Aces by 
the French hiſtorians ' under much the 


ſame colours as Pope in his lliad has 75 


draumn the portrait of Paris. Naturally 
- bran munificent, - amiable, protecting 
and cultivating all the elegant occupations 
of: a h beral mind be 1 
every ee or patriotic ſentiment to the 
ſeductive enchantment of female beaugy. 


= Ire caſtle 'of Mehun appears never to 5 


have been the favourite reſidence of any 
ſucceeding king. It was neglected by 
Charles's immediate ſucceſſors, loft in the 
ſuperior luſtre of Fontainbleau and Cham- 
bord under Francis the. firſt, and ulti- 
mately ſold by Louis the fourteenth, to 
ſupport his ruinous and 1 wars in 
the laſt Man CLE C 


1 pure my ae . the 
Berri and Sologne to Orleans, where 15 
arrived the enſuing day. The entrance 
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is noble we Aiileing from a th, oy 


a a fine bridge acroſs the Loire of Ave 5 


arches. The city itſelf is in general very 
meanly built, and the ſtreets narrow to an 
exceſs, one only excepted which conduct 
from the bridge, and is compoſed of mo- 
dern, elegant buildings. In this ſtands bet 
the celebrated monument, where Charles 
the ſeventh and the Maid of Orleans are 
repreſented kneeling before the. body of 

- Jeſus, extended on the Virgin's lap. It. 
vas erected by order of that monarch in 
1458, 40 perpetuate his victories and tr _ 
. umph over the Engliſh. All the figures 
are in iron. The King appears bare- 
headed, and by him lies his helmet ſur- 
— mounted with a crown. Oppoſite to him 
is the Maid uncovered, and in the fame 
attitude of grateful devotion to Heaven. 
It is a moſt precious and invaluable remain 
of AQUQUITY: .. 8 e 


In the & Hotel de ville is a poet 


| bo the ſame extraordinary and immortal 


woman, which | ſtudied long and atren- 


| renively. It Was done 1 in 1 58 „ and is 
8 1 


— 


— 


* 


che dent Mipiab epwünt; 


by an expreſſion of intelligence and gran- 


deur rarely united. Her hair falls looſely 
down her back. She wears a ſort of 
bonnet, enriched with pearls, and ſhaded 


with white plumes, tied under her chin 


with a fillet. About her neck is a little 


band, and lower down on her boſom, a 

necklace compoſed of ſmall links. Her 
habit, which is a woman's, I find difficult 
exactly to deſcribe. It fits cloſe to the 
body, and is cut or flaſhed at the elbows. 
Round her waiſt isan embroidered girdle, 
and jn her right hand the wields the ſword 


with which ſhe expelled the enemies of 


her country. I am not farprized at the 


animated and enthuſiaſtic attachment 
ich the French ſtill cheriſtrfor her me- 
mory. The critical and deſperate eme r- 
geucy in which ſhz appeared the phæno- 
menon of her ſex; her youth, and-pre- 
vious obſcurity; the unparralleled ſucceſs 


. which 
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The painter 
| ſeems to have drawn a flattering reſem- 
blance, and to have decorated her with 

imaginary charms. Her face though 
long, is of excecding beauty, heightened 3 


* 


| * . De 0 0 2 

* crowned, her enterprize q f the cruel 
and detectable. ſentenee by which ſheex-: 
-pired; the air of the, marvellous ſpread 
over the. "whole narration, encreaſed and 
ſtrengthened by that veneration which 
time affixes, to every great event——all 
theſe united cauſes conſpire to place her 
above mortality. Rome and Athens would 
have ranked her among the tutelary dei- 
ties, and have erected temples to her wor- 


: ſhip; >, nor can I help being amazed, that 
amid the infinity of modern ſaints who - 
croud and diſgrace their churches, no 


altar has yet been n to Mk Maid of 
Orleans. TN e | 


— 


— % 


* e a Orleans, more . 5 
== in Sologne on the ſouthern ſide of 
the Loire, are very agreeable. - It is in 
ger eral a level country covered with corn 
and vines. I rode out during my ſtay 


there to ©* La Source:” The villa is ren. 


dered celebrated by the abode of Lord 
Polinghroke, who paſſed the chief partef 
his exile in this retreat. Near the houſe 
in a bottom, is the ſpring from which its 
” name 2 


£ 
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name is abe It may be regarded as 1 


a moſt extraordinary phænomenon. The 
water riſes out of the earth from a narrow. 


aperture in a prodigious column, and 
forms immediately a beautiful and conſi- 


derable river called the Loiret, which: 


' winds its courſe about two leagues, and 


is then loſt in the Loire: Monſieur B—, 


to whom the place now belongs, has de- 
formed and totally disfigured this charm- | 
ing fountain, by ar jilljudged and mi- 


taken taſte. Inſtead of a dark and gloomy 


hollow ſhaded by deep woods, and adapted | 
to the horror of the ſcene, in the midſt of 2. 
which formerly roſe the column, the 


opening has been enlarged; and it now 


only appears to bubble up ſcarce above 
the ſurface of the earth, in the middle of 
a ſhallow: artificial baſon. No trees or 
umbrage of any kind conceal or ſhelter it, 


and after paſſing through a narrow chan- 
nel, it is diſperſed in form of a looking- 


glaſs before the houſe. It is impoſſible to- 
view ſo ridiculous andabſurd a metamor- - 


phoſis, without IO * N 


— 
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| 1 left Odeon Sunday. morning, ae 
atrived here the ſame evening. A curi- 
 olity to viſit the tomb of Louis the ele- 
venth, who is interred at Notre Dame 
de Clery,” induced me to. take that 
road though leſs. direct. I paſſed the 
bridge of St. Meſmin with Brantome in 
my hand, and attempted, from his mi- 
nute and his exact deſcription, to aſcertain 
the ſpot where Francis duke of ne Was 
Nes * Mere Poltrot. e e, 


The church of r was: 8 Fi 
" Louis the eleventh, who had always a ſin- 
| . gular and capricious devotion for 5 Vir- 
gin, to whom it is dedicated. He always 
denominated her * Ma bonne notre Dame 
« de Clery.” From a ſimilar principle 
he ordered his body to be interred-there, 
in a mauſoleum which he had himſelf 
erected. - The Hugonots during the civil 
wars violated the tomb, and threw the 
bones about the church with ſavage fe- 
roſity. Louis the thirteenth cauſed a new. 
moument to be raiſed in 1622. It is of 

fb e White 


THROUG H FRANCE. 5. 


— 


nn marble, add; well n e 
king is in an attitude of: prayer his hands 
᷑raiſed to heaven His queen Charlotte 
of Savoy. was originally buried ,in the 
ſame tomb; an the eighth cauſed: | 

his hah to be depoſited U near his 
father 1 + "Ks Bet by Vote. Dag ys: 


; p 15 "P Y . 1 
* Ry * ? : 3 4 * 
1 45 Fs 5 * F200 by C6 


Terollæd ti the bann ine Ivan nc 
and ſpent the whole afternoon in the gar- 
dens and groves of Menars. This Was 
the ſeat of the celebrated Madame de 
Pompadour, Who began to beautify the 
place, and bequeathedꝭ it at her death to 
the Marquis de Marigny her only brother. 0 
The ſituation, on a high range of. hills 
overhanging the Loire, is of unparalleled- 9 
beauty; and the eye is continually re- 
galed on every ſide with a pruſpect is 
the moſt extenſive, delicious, and. cul- 
tivated. Towns and palaces, and: 
caſtles, intermixed with foreſts, ham- 
lets, abbeys, and vineyards, are ſpread 
below. A noble river pouring through. 
the vale, diffuſes plenty and fertility. in 
its progteſs. The 1 are 
R 3 „ 


155 with a number of ſtatues, chiefly pre- 


186 4 h oh R 
laid out with gent asc af 6 


ſented to the Marquis by his late Majeſty. * 
A Paſiphae Jamepting Phaeton, and be- 
ginning to take root, detained me ſome 
minutes; but this figure was effaced by 
an Atlas, than which nothing can be 
more perfect. The ſtatue is of more than 
human proportions. He is in the act of 
attempting to tear himſelf from the rock 
into which he is about to be transformed, 
and all his muſcles are in the moſt violent 
. ſtate of exertion. The ſculptor has found 
| ineanstogivea ſort of ſuction to the ſtone, 


which appears to draw in his members, 


and in ſome parts to have taken poſſeſſion 
of them. It is a, maſter piece of work- 
manſhip.——Monſieur de Marigny has 
prodigiouſly improved the place fince the 
Marchioneſs of Pampadour's death. The 
terrace does not yield to that of Windſor 


or St. Germain; and the woods, through 


which winds a murmuring rivulet, are of 


the moſt lonely and ſecluded ſolitude. In 


the midſt of them, concealed under a 
thick umbrage, appears a Cupid. He 
| pe. =. ſeems * 
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| ſeems as juſt alighted on a pedeſtal co- 
vered with roſes. Nothing can exceed 
the archneſs of his regard. It makes one 
tremble—but he has his finger on his . 


To- morrow you 1 ſhall hear more. I am 
| uten but it is the ä of pleaſure, | 


0 Xe | 3 Ab | 50 | ; Ever yours. 
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Blois, Wedneſday, 1 5th May, 1776, 


I is impoſſible for the coldeſt boſom 
not to feel ſome emotions of pleaſure, 
at the view of a place ſo renowned in the 
page of hiſtory, as the city from whence l 
Vite. judge then what I feel; who can- 
not behold the ſpot where any great at- 
chievement has been performed in ages 
paſt, without the livelieft enthuſiaſm? 
| Imagine the ſenſations with which I look. 
upon the caſtle, where Louis the rege 
Nh Ser of his people, was born; 
which were ſolemnized the WS: 6 & 
Margaret, ſiſter of Francis the firſt, and 
of the ſecond Margaret of Valois, wifeof 
Henry the fourth! where Ifabella.of Ba- 
5 . 


4 
Ll 


— 
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varia, Queen of France, and Mary of | 
Medicis were impriſoned | within whoſe. 
walls the duke and Cardinal of Guiſe 
were ſacriſiced to the vengeance of 
Henry the third! where Valentina of 
Milan, where Anne of Bretagne, where 
Claude. her daughter, and Catherine of 
Medicis, fo renowned for her genius and 
her crimes, expired 1 tread with re- 
verence over the ground, rendered in 
ſome degree ſacred, and view with a ſo- 
lemn delight the towers once inhabited 
by Queens and Monarchs, now tending 
to decay, or covered with ivy which 
ſpreads a twilight through the apartments: 
at noon-day, An air of melancholy... 
ſplendor and departed greatneſs isftrongly 
ſpread through the whole, and encreaſed 
by the ſilence which reigns univerſally... 
The cyphers and devices of fucceeding 
princes are faintly diſcerned on the front 
of the edifice, or over the portals. I diſtin- 
guiſh.the Porcupine of Louis the twelfth, 
the Salamander of Francis, and the amo-- 


rous Moon of his fon Henry. I trace the 


remains of the gallery conſtructed by 
Tn 


1%/ n n ov 2 


Henry the foarth; and; enter the eral mY i 


elms planted by Catherine of Medicis; 


or ſurvey with regret the ſuperb and un- 5 


finiſhed palace of Gaſton duke of Orleans: 


—You muſt pardon theſe unconnectet 


exclamatibns, which have eſcaped me in- 


| ſpite of myſelf. 1 will now endeavour to 3 | 
give you ſome more methodical a in- | 


* e of the caſtle... I 


« Te ſtands « on a rock danmedladd wes - - 
che Loire, and commanding a view hardly, - 


if at all inferior to that of Menars. The 


ancient Counts of Blois held their conſtant "7 
reſidence here, and: erected the firſt Cha- . 
teau, of which no remains now ſubſiſt, 


except one large round tower. Guy, laſt 
Count of the houſe of Chatillon, fold it to 


Louis Luke of Orleans, brother to Charles * 


the ſixth, and who was afterwards mur- 
dered in the Rue Barbette” at Paris. E 


deſcended from him to Louis the twelfth. 

his grandſon. The eaſtern and dul . 

ſides as they now ſubſiſt, are of his con- 
ſtruction. Over the grand gateway is an; 


e We of the King himſelf, ha- 
| : bite 


— 
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bited in a coat of 11 The ſtyle of ar- 
chitecture merits attention. Some of the 
figures which ſupport the windows, are of 
a nature ſo incredibly indecent, of a laſci- 
. viouſneſs ſo ſtudied and groteſque, that | 
one is ſurprized, in a pious century, hoõW 
a prince ſuch as Louis the twelfth is de- 
piCtured, or a Queen of manners ſo rigid 
and reſerved as Anne of Bretagne, could 
permit them to be placed in the moſt 
conſpicuous part of a royal palace. It is 
a ſtriking demonſtration of the groſs man- 
ners and unpoliſhed barbariſm of the Us AD 


The 8 front * the caſtle \ was 

bullt by Francis the firſt, ſoon after his 
| acceſſion to the throne, A more ſplendid 
ſtyle, a more coſtly workmanſhip, ap- 
proaching in delicacy and elegance 
to the Roman edifices, diſcriminate it 
from the former, and we evidently trace 
the i improvement of an age.more refined 
and liberal. The apartments are all no- 
ble, ſpacious, and kingly. I was ſhewn 
the celebrated chamber in which Henry + 
duke 15 Guile was aſlaſlinated. The ſtone _ 


9 Go tinged 


3 
4 


ſcraped away by the devotional curie 


„ n 


tremity o the building is 


che dungeon where he paſſed the night 


previous to his execution, with the Arch- 


biſhop of Lyons. Two doors of maſly 


iron admit! into a gloomy chambervaulted, _ 
and only lighted by one ſmall window 
cloſed with a grate. The figure of che 


room is irregular. I meaſured it by my 
ſteps. It is twenty feet in diameter, In 
the centre is a round hole big enough to 
receive the body of a man, and under it 


are three ranges of ſubterranean dun- 
geons, one beneath-the other. The Car: 


dinal was put to death in a ſort of receſs 
hollowed in the wall reſembling a chim- 
* ney, on the day following that of his bro« 
ther the Duke. The guards executed 
their order with halberds.— They pe- 

riſhed the juſt martyrs of an inordinate 

ambition; and this is almoſt the only | 
murder mentioned in hiftory, for which 


6- the 


of different perſons. At the weſtern = i 


Chateau-Regnaud, famous for the mur . F 
der of the Cardinal of Guiſe. I went into 
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At iy 4 Rat 100 of « 8 _— | 
is the Salle des Etats,” where Henry the 
third aſſembled. the ſtates twice during 
his reign. It is a vaſt hall now diſuſed 
and ruinous. In the chimney, the bodies 
of the duke and Cardinal of Guiſe are 
ſaid to have been conſumed to aſhes, You 
will perhaps recolle& the animated apoſ- 
trophe of their mother to the ſtatue: of 
Louis the twelfth, on receiving the news 
of her children's death. She was daugh- 5 
ter to Renee de Ferrara, and grand- 
daughter to that monarch. Henry the 
third ſent her a captive to Amboiſe, after 
the execution off her ſons. Having em- 
barked on the Loire, ſhe returned towards 7 
the caſtle; and invoking with lifted arme 
the ſhade of her great anceſtor, * Ah! 
grand Roi,“ exclaim'd ſhe, avez v 


s ſeem Me to o plead a 4 ful 2 5 


« fai batir CS. Chateau, Pour. I faire ; 


* mourir les enfans de votre Nene ll” | 
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The en face is the * ln 
ike of Orleans, ſon of. Henry t ne Fourth, © 
and brother to Louis the thirteenth. It. 
is a beautiful and princely edifice, but 
unhapp ly left incomplete oy 1. death. 


_ befaly expended on this ſumptuous; build- 
ing, which is uninhabitable and already. 
far gone in decay. Gaſton prognoſticated 
before his deceaſe the future ſtate of ruin 
in which it would be left, and exclaimed 
as he lay expiring, by prophetic antici- 
pation, Domus mea, domus deſolationis 
in eternum!“ All ther other deſigns 
| and Plas, ob, alteration he had be 


- : : 
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The e of hy Caſtle comb * pore” 
formerly. very extenſive, are no con- 
verted into private property. The. ſuperb 
gallery erected by Henry the fourth to 
divide the upper and lower ones, is only” 
to be traced in its remains, as it Was de- 

moliſned about thirteen years ago by 


| order of ihe court. Catherine of Medicis' 8. 
83 walk 
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three hundred thou and ren were 9 1 
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| valid is ee unden ed. It is of 


a prodigious length, extending to the for- - 


eſt of RY and hag ron an avenue to the 
Pony trul 


5 3\ 


mous palace of Francis the ir 


about four leagues from hence, on the 
ſouthern fide of the Loire. In a lcvel fi 5 


tuation, emboſomed in Woods, ſtands this 
fabric, which has all the appearance of 


one of Taſſo's or Arioſto's enchanted caſ- 
tles, raiſed out of the earth by ſubtle ma- 
The enormous magnitude of the 
whole Arial crowned with: turrets, 
pinnacles, domes; and towers innume- 


Fiche! 


rable, over which the lapſe of two centu- 


ries begins to throw an air of decay and 
waning ſplendor, produce an effect to the 
dh not to be communicated by de- 
Thick foreſts inveſt it round 


on all ide unde in front flows or rather 
: ſtagnates a little river called the Couſſon, 
black and full of ſedges. The ee 7; 
conformable to the taſte of the century in 
which 1 it was W is moated round; but 
R R 5 DO the 
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„ as W Ariat 170 othic, is full 5 
bl deauty, and breathes no Ur 6g barba- | 
Tiſm. A grand ſtait-caſe in the centre 
conducts to the different ranges of apart 
ments. By a ſingular contrivance it is 
rendered double, and two perſoms go up 
odr down at the ſame time without ſeeing 
| each other. 1 cannot pretend to explain | 
or give you an exact idea of this enigma 
in e ig but it is curious _ unique 
in its kind. ee OT OM IN 


ee aA rr Ma Marechal men are 
_ © not totally deſtitute of furrfiture, and have 
been in ſome degree modernized.” -'In 
many of them are buttreſſes or beams 
ſtretched acroſs, to ſupport the Of; 
exceedingly deform the appearance 
the rooms. Catherine of Medicis who had 
been informed by an aſtrologer, that ſhe 
Was in danger of being cruſned under the 
ruins of a houſe, cauſed them to be ond] 
from the terror "ob this prediction: | 
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2 dicke 50 writes, un dota al 755 
| "Teagan cd much after the pane of gl 
N 1 Fas were ſeen we rtedlibes \ written 


ind of Francis che firſt with a 

They were in a little cabinet 
See ee with the chapel, but are 
now v . by 51 g Aci dent. hah were 
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Amis fait = money were ex- 
pended i in the erection of Chambord, and 
eighteen hundred workmen employed 
during twelve years to complete it. 
There are ſaid to be twelve hundred large, 
and four hundred ſmaller apartments or 
hy cabinetsin the palace. Francis entertained 
WH the kmperor Charles the fifth there, with 

his accuſtomed munificence and ſplen- 
ny during the viſit Which he paid him 
$ S > . e 
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on the 8 of the Gauen 0:4540. 
Henry the ſecond made ſome additions x: 
and embelliſhments. to * His 3 
device, a Salamander in the f lames, is ſeen 
in almoſt every ꝑart; and on a ſmall tower | 
are thoſe of Henry himſelf, a Moon in 
py. form of a creſcent and ane e letter * + 
After nog 7 ab. more E — — 
hours in the different gallaries or apart- 
ments, I fat down on the bank of the ri- 
vulet in front of the edifice, to contem- | 
plate it at leiſure. I ſpread my cold N 
. viſions on the graſs, under the ſhade of 
to ancient elms, and after having dined; 
388 reſigned myſelf to all that train of reflec- 
tion, which the view of fo mgmt a e, 
nument muſt naturally, excite. . 
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PR w_ 8 ** 3 e 
| Chambord is going faſt to decay. 1 : 
the fourteenth made ſeveral viſits ta it 
for the pleaſure of the chace; but his 
| ſucceſſor totally neglected it, and many! 
hundred thouſand. livres would now ebe 
5 requiſite to rengler-! it fit to receive a ſo· 
e 


_ 


- — 
4 ; 4 1 
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| vercigh. # 25 Tis immenſe magnitude "which _ 

requires continual repairs, will accelerate - 
its downfall, and motives of becbhemy 
probably produce, in te uture _ 


＋ Horm, 


its entire eee * 1 5 
The cy rol Blois i is ATA bull, hd 
many of the houſes may diſpute antiquity 
with the caſtle. It lies on the dechvity 
of a hill along the northern bank of 'the 
river, and is joined to a conſiderable . go. 
urb on the oppoſite, ſide by 2 modern 
bridge. No language can paint in colours 
ſufficiently glowing the beauty of the 
Loire, or the fertility of the country thro? | 
which it flows The extreme poverty and 
miſery of the peaſants, amid a delicious 
paradiſe producing luxuriantiy all the de- 
licacies and elegancies of life, impreſſes 
with mingled pity; wonder, and indigna- 
tion.” I behold much magnificence, and 
more diſtreſs; one Chateau, ſurrounded / : 
with a thouſand wretched- hamlets; a 
luxury the moſt ſtudied and enervate, 
contraſted with beggary and. nakedne 8 
| among! che people; a gaiety, an en- 
| Jouement, 
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(HE road from Blois, to this city is 
one of the moſt agreeablei in France, 
along. the. high. dyke of the river, Hills, 
whoſe ſides are covered with vines, foreſts, 
amid which appear ſpires and villas, or 
wide plains cultivated with the moſt affi- 
duous induſtry, continually diverſify « and 


enliven the ſcene. 5 


ped during more than two hours 
to. view V the caſtle of Chaumont- 
built on a high promontory above five 

leagues· below Blois, on the ſouthern bank 
of the Loire, and commanding a moſt 
extenſive Proſpect. , .The pile is Gothic, IP 
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4 was 8 oats e of. 
the fifteenth century by the Lords of the 
| houſe of Amboiſe. The Cardinal of that 


name, the virtuous and incorrupt miniſter - 


of Louis the twelfth, was born there, and 
the devices of the family are-yet diſtinly - 


traced on the great towers of the edifice. 
They are two letters C ang a volcano; !. 


this, 55 a ſort of pun which in that age 
was much admired, formed the word 


4 Chau- Mont.“ Henry the ſecond pre- 


ſented it to his miſtreſs Diana de Poitiers, 
ſo celebrated in the annals of France, She 
beautified and enlarged it; the hunting 
horn, one of her emblems, appears in 
many parts of the,building. On the death 
of her royal lover in 1559; Catherine of 
Medicis, who had long envied her the 
poſſeſſion, rather compelted than requeſted 
the duches to renounce it in her favour; 


but by an act of generoſity worthy a 5 | 


queen, ſhe gave her in return the palace 


of Chenonceaux-fur-Cher. Soon after the 


death of Catherine, i it fell into the Wine 
count de Sardini's AO, A Lucqueſe no- 
bleman, who had x AL ried a lady of the 
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Ew" 4 ann diſtantly allied to that 
princeſs by blood, His FE NG: are 
now. extinct.Exactly oppoſite to it, 
about a mile from the Loire ſtands thie 
caſtle of Onzain, in which Louis prince = 
of Conde, {lain at Jarnac, was impriſoned 
by Catherine of Medicis after the battle 
of en and ee 15 hege of Or leans, | 
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I ni at t Ambdite hs wes evening. 
The town is mean and ill built, but has - 
been rendered famous in ſtory by the 
conſpiracy m 1560, which opened the 
fatal wars of Calviniſm and Coligni: The 
caſtle is ſituated on a craggy. rock, ex- 
tremely difficult of acceſs,' and the ſides 
of which deſcend almoſt perpendicular. 
At its foot flows the Loire, which is divi- 
ded into two ſtreams by a ſmall iſland. I 
am not ſuprized that the duke of Guiſe, _ 
in the apprehenſion of an inſurrection 
among the Hugonots, choſe to remove 
Francis the ſecond to this fortreſs, as to a 
place of perfect ſalety. Only two. detached 
parts of the ancient Chateau now remain, 
one of which Was erected by Charles the 
"Ob 
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3 Las Aaicbe bt wp Pracidioithe firſt, - 
It is unneceſſary to remind yo that the 
former of thoſe princes was born and ex⸗ 


_ 


pired here. From the hill behind the 

caſtle, is beheld another of thoſe luxu- 
8 and enchanting landſcapes, which 
_ theſe provinces of France continually ex- 
hibit, and where the eye wanders de- 
lighted amid a fich eee of natural | 


beauties. | 55 7 bis 1 ; | VEE © ANNE 


a e 


I went the kd day to en, 
the palace of Monſieur de Choiſeul, about 
a mile from Amboiſe. Neither the ſitu- 
ation nor the expoſure are eligible. - -It 
commands a very limited proſpect, and 
the Loire, though at ſo inconſid erable a 
diſtance, i is ſcarce ſeen even from the up- 
per apartments. The rooms which I was 
perinitted to view, though ſplendid, were 
deſtitute of paintings or marbles, and fell 
far ſhort of the magnificent ideas I had 
been taught to preconceive. The Duke 
has ſpent immenſe ſums on this palace, 


and is at preſent employed in the erec- 
| 5 tion of additional RHO: which will 
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ſurpaſs thoſe already finiſhed in grandeur 
and A SL Eons. ER. EE 

of nne my journey to this I 
Touts: is built in a fine plain, on the 
ſouthern bank of the Loire. The ſur- 
g country ſurpaſſes all I have yet 
ſeeni in fertility and luxuriance, and every 
eminence, within ſeveral miles of the 
place is occupied by convents or villas 
which pleaſure or ſuperſtition have erected. 
Among the monaſteries is the celebrated 
one of Marmoutier, from whence Iſabella 
queen of Charles the ſixth was carried off 
: by: the une: of DOT in 475 


a an x exenrhan yeſterday to Lo- 
: ch which is ten leagues diſtant, through 
a delicious plain watered by the Cher, 
the Indre, and a number of rivulets that 
fertilize the meadows through which they = 
run. The caſtle of Loches is exceedingly re- 
nowned in the hiſtory of France, and was 
in former ages the uſual place of confine- 
ment for priſoners of the higheſt quality. 
Its origin remounts to the moſt remote 
* - antiquity 


5 0 


ER perfidious Ludovico S 


antiquity, nor * 1 1 1. hy 5 TR 2 


to aſcertain i its founder, or the 


conſtruction. Succeſſive ſovereigns an 


larged, rebuilt and fortified it. Charles 
the ſeventh frequently held his court and rx 


ſidence there during the former part of his 


reign; and the dulce of Alengon, a ptince 
of the hlood, was detained the 


7 af his treaſonable practices for the intro 
duckion of the Engliſh into the kingdom. 
nn one of the apartments, is the iron 
cage in which Louis the eleventh confined 
the Cardinal de la Balue more than nine 


years. It is an inhuman engine of pu- 


'niſhment. The form is ſquare, and the 
diameter not above eleven feet. He Was 


at length releaſed in 1481, at the inter- 
cCeſſion of the ſovereign Pontiff, and dur- 


8 10 85 ſtate of ee en ps 


E 4 


p went 3 view 110 derber ere ae” 


orza the Moor was 
impriſoned by Louis the twelfth, from the 


year 1 L500: to 1 St to. So is a large” apart- 
. N ment 


Te a cap- 
tive by that monarch's order, on aceount 
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ment vaulted, and in chat century 1. 
improper for the confinement of a ſove- 
reign prince | One window, ſecured by 
three gratings of iron, admits light into 
the room, and in the midſt of ſummer 
the rays of the ſun enter through it about 
the hour of noon for a few minutes. Ex- 
actly oppoſite to the window on the wall, 
are diſtinctly trace the remains of a dial 
or meridian, upon which the ſan beams 
played; and which, as long and uniform 
tradition relates, was engraven by the 


hand of Sforza to enliven his hours of ſo-ꝛ 


litude. Over the chimney is the figure 
of a head covered with a caſque, ſuppoſed 
to be his. The walls and roof are like- 
wiſe covered with characters and inſcrip- : 
tions now rendered 85 5 by the 1 
of time. 


tne this ee and deſcended | 
with my guide by the light of a torch into 
the“ Oubliettes, or ſubterranean dun- 
geons. They are Labyrinths hollowed 
into the earth, of a vaſt extent and totally 
deſtitute of light. The air itſelf was ſo 
; 'T 2 © Rk, moiſt 


i 
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mag 0d j vomboleſome, th at be un m- 


wn” i 


—.— kast of; the e x = 
1 5 through which the wretched. 
victims deſtined to-periſh-i in theſe, caverns. 
were let down. Doors of maſly iron cloſe IM 
up the entrance, and preclude all poſſi- 
bility. of ſuccour or eſcape. I was glad 
to leave theſe difmal abodes of darkneſs 
and horror, to reviſit the chearful day,— 7; 4 
de greater part of the caſtle is nowin | 
a ſtate of ruin. It is notwithſtanding ill . | 
made uſe of to confine — of | 
Nate crimes, and there is at preſent a 
gontleman ſhut up for unknown cauſes, 
who has been here more than three years. | 
1 church, beſos the hats altar, is 
5 interred. the celebrated Agnes Soreilie, 5 
iniſtreſs to Charles the ſeventh. The 
monument is com poſed of black marble, 
and on it is her effigy cut in white ala- 
baſter. If it may be ſuppoſed to reſemble 
her perſon, ſne was feminine and delicate 


to the utmoſt degree of which the human 
5 | body . 
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- body is'Rldbpht OY The face i is gd 
correſpondent to the other parts, and con 
veys an idea of uncommon lovelinefs 
mixed with exquiſite fragility; Her hands 
which are joined in prayer are f odels of 
ſyminetry and proportion. Round 
head is a broad fillet enriched with b | 
and a fort of 'necklace compo! 5 
ſame ornaments falls on her boſom. - She 
repoſes on an embroidered cuſtion; her 
dreſs is fimple, modeſt, concealing. her 
limbs from view, and at her feet are two: 
lambs emblematical of her name, Agnes. 
Time which reſpects not even beauty, 
has begun to injure and deface the figure 
and ths tomb in many parts. I hung over 
it with extreme ſatisfaction during ſorne- 
minutes, in ſilence. It was not merely the 
confcionſne(s of the charms ſhe once pol. 
ſeſſed that detained and affected me: 
The magnanimous heroiſm-which actu- 
ated her HAAR, and which 'ſhe'infufed- 
into her lover ſinking under the preſſure 
of his enemies, render her memory de- 
| fervedly dear to every mind where pa- 
bis ol is not ex: int. Among the many 
ran 
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en; more worthy; @ 


Ho 1 


2 monarchs . 
ahmen onone ſo d deſervedly conſe- 


nee, eterndl;verriertbiniits; Lou : 
will recollect I doubt not, the verſes of 
1 in her honour, which par? 
ticularly allude to her efforts 10 inſpire 
Charles the ſeventh with fortitude and : 
courage againſt the Engliſh, the invaders 
of his dominions A thouſand fables 
and traditions reſ pecting her are yet pre- 
ſerved among the inhabitants of Poches: 
Her beauty, her liberality, and her empire 
over the king form the principal ſubjects. 
1 liſtened to them all with extreme ſatis- 
faction z and went to look at the tower, 
which. f is called La Tour de la belle 
Agnes, and in which, as my con- 
-  - ductor aſſured me with great ſimplicity, - 
| Charles uſed from motives of jealouſy, to 
1 5 Jock her up when he went to the chaſe. 
lt is certain ſhe reſided frequently | 
at Beaulieu, a little town only divided 
fem Loches by the river Indre, and where 
are Kill ſeen the remains of a Chateau 
Which : 


— 
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which belonged to her. As ſhe * 


at the abbey of eee of 
her, body was brought by her-dexprets 
60%! and. to this church, 0 which'durs a 

| ing her life time ſhe had made 2 To. 


donations. Louis the eleve 
he neither honoured his ſather's.m 


nor reſpected Agnes, - whom it 1s pre- 75 
tended he once ſtruck at Chinon in 
Touraine, yet protected her remains, and 
refuſed permiſſion to the canons, who by 
an act of ingratitude to their benefactreſs | 


petitioned for me removal and derdlition 
of lee. tomb. „„ 


I had Te read and been formed, thor 


Ludovico Sforza duke of Milan was like- 
wiſe buried in the chancel of the ſame _ 
| church, under a plate of copper. All the 
French writers even their beſt hiſtorians 


aſſert it is an inconteſtable fact. There 
is notwithſtanding nothing more falſe, 


and it is one of thoſe many errors which 
long, preſcription has ſanctified. The 
plate of copper indeed exiſts; but one of 


the prieſh obligingly read to me the in- 
e * 
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a private , K Portrait of 4 a warrior 
_ kneeling and in prayer, which has been 
always ſhewn as Sforza's figure, the ſame | 
perſon aſſured me is that of the duke 
of Epernon. No traces of any ſuch 

interment are to be found among the 
records of the church, though that of 
Agnes Soreille, anterior by ſixty years 
yet exiſts.— I muſt own this contra- 
diction to ſo received an opinion may 
appear extraordinary but bow) many 
hiſtorical narrations depend upon as du- 55 
bious and uncertain a baſis! N 


1 am + Jett returned from the caftle of 
Pleſſ-zles-Tours, ſo famous for the death 
olf Louis the eleventh. Do you remember 
Cominès's. minute and terrifying picture 
of that monarch's exit? I felt a ſecret 
horror as I entered the court and ſurveyed 
the walls once covered with iron ſpikes, 
where a continual guard kept watch during. 
the laſt ſad hours of the guilty and expir- 
ing monarch. It is only half a league from 
this city, in a 2 ſurrounded by woods, 


\ 


at 
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at a little diſtance 9 Loire. The 

building is yet handſome though! com 
poſed of brick, and now converted to 
purpoſes of commerce. In the chapel," 

on the right hand of the high altar, is a 
maſterly and beautiful portrait of Louis 
himſelf. He is clad in complete armour. 

Within his left arm, repoſing on his breaſt, 

is a ſtandard, and with his right hand he 
takes off his helmet, in act of ſalutation 

to the Virgin and her infant. His harſt 
and unpleaſing features are ſoftened into 
a ſmile of pleaſure and complacency. He 
ſeems to extend his left hand towards the 
child, whoſe eye is fixed on his with ea- 

gerneſs, Theſe indications of tenderneſs 
have given room to ſuppoſe, that under 
the figures of Mary and Jeſus, are de- 

ſigned Charlotte of Savoy his queen, and 
Charles the eighth his ſon. Her habit 
which is regal, the diadem on her brow, 
and more than all, a reſemblance be- 
| tween the infant and the king which is 
ſtrikingly evident, confirm TR this 
ner, . 


_ 
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Though Tours is at preſent an W 
ſant and ill built place, it will probably 


be greatly changed in a few years. A 


very noble bridge of fifteen arches is al- 
ready conſtructed acroſs the river, and a 
ſtreet planned which will interſect the 
whole city. Theſe alterations will pro- 
8 37 785 embelliſh i it. 


My journey hgh now. to 4 to- 


| once or twice from 
| Yours, &c. 


wards its termination, You will yet 1 
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+ The 
Mans, Tueſday, 28th of May, 1796. 


Ti is ; with regret [ find gia at a diſ- 
tance from the banks of the Loire, 
along which Ihave wandered with ſo ſen- 
ſible a pleaſure. The beauty of the 
country on either ſide, the number of 
magnificent edifices reflected in its ſur- 
face, the ſolemn majeſty of its courſe, 
amid iſlands, woods, and delicious plains, 
or under high and hanging rocks, con- 
ſpire to awaken at this enchanting ſeaſon 
ſentiments 1 extreme delight. 


At Lang geais 1 ſeven leagues from 
Tours, I ſtopped to examine the remains 
of the caſtle. They are yet noble, though 


_— ed 


— Fl 


decayed and ruinous. It is rendered 
celebrated in hiſtory by the nuptials of 
Anne of Bretagne with Charles the eighth, 
which were ſolemnized there in 1488. 1 
arrived at Saumur the ſame evening. 
You may imagine that I could not find 
. myſelf only five leagues diſtant from the 


abbey of Fontevrauld, where Henry the 


ſecond and Richard the firſt of England 
are interred, without a deſire to viſt the 
| place. It is ſituated in a hollow valley 
near the confines of Anjou towards 

Touraine. Rocky hills riſe behind it, and 

thick woods conceal it almoſt entirely 

from view. An air of melancholy and 
ſilent ſequeſtration reigns on all ſides, pe- 
culiarly characteriſtic of, and ſuitable: to 
the gloomy devotion of monaſtic life. As 
1 walked under the high and venerable 
| rows of elm in the gardens of the convent, 
it was impoſſible not to feel in ſome degree 
thoſe ſolemn and awful ſenſations which 
' theſe religious ſolitudes naturally inſpire. 
— The abbey was founded in 1096 by 
Robert d' Arbriſſel. Its reputation for 


Acht 4 and its | vicinity to the city of 
; 5 Chinon 


Chinon where Henry the ſecond expired, 


nitors the Counts of Anjou had choſen it 


trition for his filial diſobedience, induced 
Richard to order in his dying moments, 


repoſes in the ſame tomb; as do likewiſe 
Jang Counteſs of Provence and Queen 
of Sicily daughter to Henry the ſecond 
and Elizabeth d'Angouleſme widow of 
John King of England. The figures of 
all theſe ſovereigns are executed in ſtone, 
upon the monument: But as it is at pre- 
ſent encloſed within the grate, in that part 
of the choir where the Abbeſs and Nuns 
aſſemble for public devotion, no intereſt or 
intreaties could poſſibly procure me ad- 
mittance into this ſacred partition; and I 


ing it either ſo cloſely, or with that mi- 
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| were probably the chief cauſes of his being 
interred there, ſince none of his proge- p 


as their place of burial. You will remem- 
ber that ſentiments of penitence and con- 


that his body ſhould be laid at the feet 
of his father. Eleanor of Aquitan, wife 
of the one and mother of the other prince, 


1 


} 3 
I — ——— 3s 
— OO m——_d 
«4 


WP", 
n 


r « 
—  — —  ——  — 


= - 3 =P 


was conſequently prevented from ſtudy- 8 


nute attention which, I deſired. Fur 
. ſolemn 
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ſolemn Requiems and . are ſaid 
every year for the repoſe of the ſouls of 


' theſe princes, and the tomb was repaired _ 


and beautified in 1 1638 hs order * the 5 
Abbeſs. 5 | 


| Footevranld, beds ih antiquity, 


has been ever conſidered as one of the 


moſt honorary and important eccleſiaſtical | 
benefices in France. Many princeſſes of 

the blood have ſucceſſively governed it. 
The revenues are immenſe. The num- 
ber of religious of: both ſexes under the 
Abbeſs's direction amount to more than 
two hundred, and her authority both 
temporal and ſpiritual i is execs ex- | 

tenſive. | . | 


e 


pt 


Treturned to 8 at night, « and left 


it again laſt Saturday. The town is ſmall, 


88 but pleaſantly fituated. on the Loire, acroſs 6 


vhich is a long bridge continued through _ 
a number of iſlands. It was anciently a 
moſt important pals over the river, and of 


conſequence frequently and fiercely diſ- 


wars 


 puted - 5 5 either Party Haring: the civil 
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wars in the n century. The for⸗ 
tifications are of prodigious ſtrength, and 
Henry the fourth, in the reconciliation 
which took place between him and Henry 
the third near Tours in 1 58 9, demanded. 
Saumur as one of the cities of ſafety to 
be delivered him. The caſtle overlooks 
the town and river. It is built on a lofty 
eminence, and is now only valuable as a 
ſtate priſon, where perſons of rank are. 
confined. The Kings of Sicily and Dukes 
of Anjou of the ſecond line, who ſprung 
from John and Philip of Valois, frequently 
reſided there, as it conſtituted a part of 
their Angevin dominions or Appennage.. 
It has yet a venzrable and mine £ 
are GC 
The diſtance Get "RED to „ Angers 
is about thirteen leagues, the greater part 
along the bank of the Loire. Anjou appears 
to me not to yield in fertility or beauty 
to any province of the kingdom. Wines of 
the moſt delicious and exquiſite flavour are 
produced in it. That of Champigny, a little * 
village near Fontevrauld, is particularly 
© 92 = e 
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2 admired.—1 made a ſtay of two "Leia in 


Angers. The city ſtands in a plain, and 


is divided into * La haute“ and“ La bafſe 


« ville” by the river Mayenne,which winds 
through meadows, and is loſt in the Loire 
five miles below the place. The caſtle 


Wo,as built by St. Louis, about tlie middle | 


of the thirteenth century. The walls, 
foſſes, and numerous towers which yet 

ſubſiſt, evince its former magnificence ; | 
and its ſituation! in the centre of the city, 
on a rock overhan ging the river, conduces 
to diffuſe over it an air of kingly grandeur, 
though ſunk in decay. It was the principal 
reſidence of the Kings of Sicily, as Dukes 
of Anjou, but is at preſent 1 in a ſtate of 

complete and total ruin. T he cathedral 
is a venerable ſtructure, and though 1 it has 

undergone many alterations in the courſe 
1 ages ſince its conſtruction, the archi- 
tecture is ſingular, and merits ſtudy. 
Here ſleeps, with her anceſtors, the re- 
nowned Margaret, daughter of Rene King 
of Sicily, and Queen of Henry the fixth 


„ England. She expired, after her many 


intrepid, but neff efforts to replace 5 
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. ber huſband on the throne, at the caſtle - 


of Dampierre i in Anjou, in 1482. The 4 


Engliſh. hiſtorians ſeem never to have 
followed this illuſtrious princeſs into her : 


retreat, after Louis the eleventh had ran- 


ſomed her from Edward the fourth, and 
| procured her releaſe from the Tower 'of 
London. She was the favourite child of 
Rene, who renounced all his claims on” 
the provinces of Anjou and Lorrain, to 
obtain her freedom. Under his protection 
ſhe remained at Aix in Provence; till his 
death neceſſitated her to return into the 
Angevin territories. She was received 
by an antient gentleman named Vig- 
nole, Who had been long in her 
father's ſervice, and afforded - her an 
aſylum. Henry Earl of Richmond, who | 
afterwards triumphed at Boſworth, and 
was. then a fugitive in. Bretagne, came 
ſrom Vannes to viſit her, and demand her 
counſels She urged him to his attempt 
againſt Richard the third, though ſhe did 
not ſurvive to be a witneſs of its ſucceſs. 
No remains of that commanding beauty, 


of thoſe numerous attractions which ſhe 
V3 — 


„ 1 0 VU * 


had once . 3 hg ar _ 
the decline of life. A French writer has 
drawn the portrait of Margaret, when near 
her end; it impreſſes with mingled horror 
and compaſſion. You will not recognize 
the Queen deſcribed by our hiſtorians in 
ſuch enchanting colours.“ Son ſang 


© corrompu par tant de noires agitations, 


« Jevint comme une poiſon qui infecta 
l toutes les parties qu'il devoit nourrir : Sa 
e peau ſecha juſquꝰ a Sen aller en pouſſi- 
ere; ſon eſtomac ſe retrecit, et ſes yeux 
-< auſſi creux que s ils euſſent Etc enfon - 
ces avec violence, perdirent tout le 
„ feu qui avoit ſervi $i long temps 
1 n e ty aux grands ſentimens de 
0 ſoa „ e 1 


1 


Angers is of a very conſiderable ſize, 


but the buildings and ſtreets are almoſt | 


as mean and antient as thoſe. of Bourges. 


* 


The walls with which John king of Engs + - 


land ſurrounded it in 1214, remain nearly 


entire, and are of a prodigiyes' circum- 


wa ference, 


I 15 


1 a at 4. Fleche laſt REY. a kt; is n 
pretty town on the confinesof Anjou. In 
the church which belonged to the Jeſuits, 
are the hearts of oy the fourth and 
Mary of Medicis, which were depoſited. 
there- in conſequence of their expreſs 
command. I entered the province of 
Maine this morning. It is ten leagues _ 
from La Fleche to Mans, through a coun- 
try much encloſed and finely wooded.— 
The ſituation of this city is pleaſant and 
eligible, near the junction of two lictle - | 
rivers, which ſerpentine through a gli- 
cious plain. I went to the top of the ca- 
thedral, to enjoy one of the fineſt inland 
proſpects to be imagined, Towards 
Normandy and Perche it is loft in clouds 
at a great diſtance. On the ſide of Bre- 

- tagne. extends the foreſt of Mans, where 
lay the ſcene of that extraordinary phan- 

tom which is ſaid to have appeared to 
Charles the ſixth, and was the principal , 
cauſe of his unhappy madneſs, Mans is a 
ſmall city, but preferable to Angers in its 
conſtruction. It conſtituted, together with 
the province of which it is the capital, a 


* * * 


& 7 Ip 5 „5 5 


part of our Henry the ſecond's natural 


and hereditary dominions, which he added 


to thoſe devolved to him at Stephen king . 
of England's death, in right of his mother 
Matilda. In 1216 Philip Auguſtus re- 
conquered it from John, and annexed *. 
to the Crown | of France. 


1 continue my journey, in the evening, 


to Alend Gon. 


Adieu! * 


THROUGH FRANCE: 45 


_ - * 88 — Ie 4 Pr 
— IT - — ——— — — — a n . 4 * 


* 
— — 
, 
* 
*< * 
. A 
+ * 
þ ; 
3 R * S a ide 1 4 
Q ; * . —— — —-—a — 
r —.. my ¶ q.lm.. TT os 
5 : 9 


— 


* r 


A Hen Monday 3d June, 1776. 


{of 


I was Wn late, ahi! I * . 
Mans, and as Alengon is twelve 
leagues diſtant, I was obliged to ſtop at a 
little town, named Beaumont-Le-Viſ- 
66 comte,” ſituated on the fide of a ſteep 
hill, at the foot of which runs a rivulet. 
A delicious landſcape is beheld on all ſides, 
richly cultivated. It is near the confines 
of Maine and Normandy. I got to 
2 Alengon the enſuing morning. The place 
is of conſiderable ſize, and ſtands: in the 
midſt of an extenſive plain: The little 
river Sarte walhes its walls. I ſlept at Seez, 
an ancient city, and continued my route- 
next day to L/Aigle. It is a ſmall-town, 


ſcarce any traces now remain. Our an- 
nals inform us, that William the Conqueror 


5 frequently reſided there in his viſits to 
theſe his heriditary dominions; and Charles 
dElpagne de la Cerda, Conſtable of 
France under the reign of John, was ſur- 
priſed and murdered in it by Charles the 
Bad, King of Navarre, in the your 1354- 


1 1 a conſiderable trag fs coun try 


8 T VC 


but known in ESE by its lie of which : 


: from L Aigle to Evreux. This latter city 
is fituated in a hollow vale, ſurrounded 


with lofty hills. The cathedral i is a noble 


e Wh tho 6 in its externa form. 


Aa eld here laſt F 5977 Rouen is too 
ene and too frequently. viſited, to 


render any deſcription - of it neceſſary. 
The Seine is of unequalled beauty above 


and below the place, cover'd with lüttle 


which 


—— 


— 


iſlands overgrown with wood, and flowing 

under a range of mountains. At one extre- 

mity of the city near the river, are yet be- 
held the remains of the palace which Henry 
the fifth of _— 892505 in 1419, and 


— 
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* was compleated under bis unfor- 
tunate ſon in 1443. At an inconſiderable 
diſtance from it is the Tour de la 
Pucelle,“ in which the Duke of Bedford 
confin'd the Maid of Orleans. previous to 
her trial and condemnation. Tou will 
recollect her conſequent execution and 
death. A ſtatue is erected to her on the 
ſpot where this cruel Sentence was per- 


form'd, and an inſcription engraven be- 


neath i it in her honour. Who would not 


die to merit two. of the lines which com- OL, 


FO * 


— « Exuit nd pO mortale, 7 


59 


0 dee gloria nana moritura!”- — 


* 
— 
4 


They exalt her chives Waere They 
inroll her tothe moſt remote poſterity, with 
the great ſpirits who indifferent ages have 
ſacrificed their lives at the ſhrine of their 
country. It is the moſt ſublime and en- 


| win tribute which man can pay to vir- 5 


: tue. | 


I + went ; yeſterday morning to / ite a 
little PROrys * “Notre Dame de 
7M bonnes 
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0. Wonne! Notes" Which is on the” 8 
en bank of che Seine. It was founded 
by William the Conqueror before 1 . 
1 ſucceſsful attempt on the Engliſh crown. _ 
Tradition fays that Matilda his wife be- 
ing at her devotions in this church, intel- 
| ligence arrived that the duke of Nor- 
mandy had gained the important battle 
N Haſtings; and from this cixcumſtance_ 
* obtained the name it bears at preſent. 
_ Matilda, daughter of Henry the-firſt and 
mother of Henry the ſe cond was buried 
there; but ſix hundred years have eraſed _ 
the infcription on her tomb, of which - + 
there are now no veſtiges diſcernible. 
Rx This princeſs, as ducheſs of Normandy, 
reſided at Rouen, and conſtructed thle 
ancient bridge acroſs the Seine; the ruins 
yet ſubſiſt, though it began to fall as early 
. the year 1502, and became totally 
* uſeleſs before the, > concluſion of the fix. 
wteenth century. 


The a el i one 3 the moſt mag 
nificent monuments of the Gothic archi- 

tecture in France. It was erected under 

Yb „ William. 


n id 
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/ William the Conqueror s reign, and com- 
pleated in 1063. I tread with reverence 


interred in different parts of the edifice.” 
Here lies Rollo the Dane, founder of the 35 
Norman li NE deſtined toaſcend the Eng- | 


 barimof the times 1 cap Wy flouriſhed! 1 
Two of his deſcendants, Dukes of Nor- ; 
mandy, are buried near him. — The heart : 
of Richard the firſt King of England, 
which, when dying, he ordered to be de- 
poſited i in the cathedral of Rouen, is on 
the right. Hd of the high altar. It was 
e pre rved | in a vaſt ſhrine ol 5 
maſſy ſilver; but in the extreme diſtreſs 
occaſioned by the want of money to defray 
the expences of Sr. Louis's ranſom, when 
taken priſoner in Damieta, it was con- 
verted to the neceſſities of the ſtate. His EY 
elder brother prince Henry, who died at 
the caſtle of Martel in Quercy in 1183. 


ng the tombs of kings and princes 5 


reſts on the oppoſite ſide. Near theſe, - 
repoſes John duke of Bedford; an illus - 


trious name rever d even by his enemies, 
d almoſt, deftitute of a blemiſh; if he 
„ ha 
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had not TEST the death of the Maid 
of Orleans, the deliverer- of her country. 
Behind the altar under a monument 5 
exquiſite workmanſhip, is interr'd the 


great Cardinal of Amboiſe, miniſter to 


Louis the twelfth, whom France will ever 
honeur while patriotiſm and 1 integrity are 


_ cheriſhed among men. His effigy is re- 
preſented on the tomb, kneeling and in 
prayer. I ſtood long to conſider that of 


Louis de Breze, Seneſchal of Normandy | 
and Count de Maulevrier; he died in 


1531: The figure of the Count himſelf 
extended as dead, is one of the moſt maf. 


terly and beautiful productions which 


ſculpture can exhibit. On one tide is 


the Virgin; on the other appears his widow 


the celebrated Diana de Poitiers, after- 


wards the favour'd miſtreſs of Henry the 5 
ſecond. She looks down on the body of 
her huſband; grief is marked in her fea- 


tures, and her habit appears to be that 


| of a mourner. The whole i is of an exe- 
eution the moſt delicate and . 


en PTY large al a. 


15 not an elegant 9 The ſtreets are 


almoſt 


1 al narrow, , ill ds nd Fas 2 3 Xa 
the buildings, ancient and irregular. It 
was fortified by St Louis in 1253, but the 
walls are moſtly demoliſhed. The envi 

rons, more peculiarly the hills-which over- - 


look the Seine are wondrouſly agreeable, 5 


and covered with magnificent villas. 


My Tay here will be very wt 1 


purpoſe to repaſs at Dieppe, and ſhall pro- 


bably rejoin you in a few days.—l "ori 


compleated the deſign which I laid down 


at my depatture, that of viſiting the un- 


a 


frequented provinces of France. Through- E 


out my whole, tour I have ſtudiouſly 


endeavoured to avoid the ground uſually 


trod by the Engliſh in their paſlage from 
Calais into Italy, as too well. known to. 


afford you any information. It only re- 


mains to claim for the whole your can- 
dour and indulgence ; on that I "Dun | 


myſelf, and remain 


/ 


Dear Sir, 


N. WRAXALL, Jun. 
* IN 15 8. 


Yours, &c. &c. ; 
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